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Review of Studies of Peer Relationships in Early Childhood

Ayako TAKAZAKURA

This paper reviews studies of peer relationships in early childhood and examines the relation between play in

young children and peer relationships. First, it focuses on playgroup entry and intimacy with peers to examine

the influence of peer relationships on play. Second, it considers the influence of play on peer relationships. The

results show that there is a reciprocal relationship between the two: the success of a child entering a playgroup

depends on the quality of peer relationships, and intimacy with peers is formed through play. Consequently, not

only research but also the practice of teachers is required to bring about the mutual development of play and

peer relationships.
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