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A study on orientation toward a profession in vocational decision in professional school students:

Based on the definition of a profession in sociology
Shinichiro MORITA

Today, it is essential to help the students who intend to become professionals, because the ratio of those stu-
dents is supposed to increase in the future. The purpose of this paper is to provide useful knowledge for pro-
moting those students’ career development.

First, previous psychological studies regarding the vocational decision in the students intending to become pro-
fessionals were reviewed. As a result, it became clear that (a)the level of vocational decision in those students
is higher than that in the other students, that (b)the level of vocational decision in those students has relation
to ‘job orientation’ in them, and that (c) the scale to assess orientation toward a profession (Profession
Orientation Scale)has not been developed.

Second, according to(c), previous sociological studies regarding the definition of a profession were reviewed
in order to construct the concept of ‘profession’ that could become a framework of Profession Orientation Scale.
As a result, it was found that the concept of ‘profession’ was constructed by five features; altruism, autonomy,

human relationships in professional community, qualification, and skill upgrading training.
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