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“Citizenship” and “Public Mind” in Current Reorganization of Moral Education and Social Studies in China:

Characteristic Features of Textbook “Human Moral and Society” in Shanghai

Xiaomin SHEN

Since 2002 in China, drastic change has occurred in the field of moral education and social studies, where

new subject is arranged and its contents are correlated and integrated. I have been a chief leader of this inno-

vative movement in Shanghai, as a chief editor of new textbooks. This paper displays conceptions of “citizen

ship education” and its “public mind or moral” which are represented in the new textbooks.

In editing the new textbooks, such many issues were reexamined, as conflict and dilemma between current

democratic idea of citizenship and traditional idea of convenient moral, confusion between new trend of human

right and dominant political consciousness, destruction of public moral under marketing economy and so on.

Through deliberation of these complicated issues for the editing process, the new textbook challenges to present

a new vision based upon public philosophy, which should be empower and enrich “citizenship” in the real edu-

cational context.
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