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Career construction of women elementary and junior high school principals

Futaki SUGIYAMA, Yuki KURODA, Kazue MOCHIZUKI, Sachiko ASAI

The purpose of this paper is to examine how women elementary and junior high school principals construct

their careers.

We conducted an interview survey to 12 women teachers in 3 prefectures to consider their ca-

reers. We analyze their careers focusing on structural factors that determine personal experiences. Main find-

ings are as follows.

principal or vice-principal, their principals played an important role as gatekeeper in the process.

1) Most women principals didn’t depict clearly defined career plan.

In promotion for
2) In their

promotion, some women principals changed their work place from junior high schools to elementary school be-

cause of occupation by male principals at junior high school. 3) Women principals carry out responsibility both

of occupational and of family by asking their parents (in law) for care of their family and young children.
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