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Teachers’ Images of Intelligence and Ability in Postwar Japan:

Focusing on Discourses in the Movement of Japan Teachers’ Union in 1950s
Shinichi AIZAWA

This paper probes teachers’ images of intelligence and ability in the 1950s, with its main focus on discourses
that were related to intelligence tests in the movement of Japan Teachers’ Union (JTU).

The paper suggests that intelligence tests functioned as apparatus at schools in three aspects during that time.
The first function was as an apparatus for distinguishing intelligence, while the second an apparatus for measur-
ing the correlation of academic achievement with potential ability. Finally, the third function was as an apparatus
for measuring hereditary or environmental influences on learning achievement.

From the viewpoint of these three functions, it can be said that teachers in the 1950s possessed images of
intelligence and ability different from those in the pre-war era or after the 1960s. The uniqueness can be sum-
marized into two points. One is that these images were constructed through examination of the teachers them-
selves on the educability of students, a practice which was different from the 1960s. Another point is that
schools filled a major role in measuring intelligence, a phenomenon not observed in the pre-war era.

In conclusion, this paper proposes hypotheses on why teachers’ images of intelligence and ability transformed

in the 1960s.
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