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The Function of Textures in Ecological Optics (1):

Referring to George A. Kaplan’s Paper

Toshiharu SABURI

This article is a discussion about the theory of visual perception which George A. Kaplan argued in his ar-

ticle. Kaplan wrote this paper under the tuition of J. J. Gibson. The important and unique points of his notes

are summarized as these four points.

1. While traditional theory of visual perception was argued with respect to seeing static pictorial displays,

Kaplan started his discussion from the kinetic condition on the context of the ecological approach.

2. Contour lines were excluded from not only his theory but also the methods of the experiment he operated.

3. The information about the occlusion and the depth at an edge was found in this experiment, which was

only displayed kinetic disruption of adjacent orders at a margin.

4. With adoption of the theory of specification on the context of moving textures, he led a breakthrough from

Koffca’s “figure-ground theory” or Michotte’s theory of phenomenal permanence.
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