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Hisao Kitamura’s Music Education Theory and His Belief of Life

Yasuyuki FUJII

The aim of this study is to give a description of specific character of Hisao Kitamura. As is shown
“Mazushiki Chichi—FEiji Ushio ni Ataete (A Poor Father: To My Baby Ushio)” and “Sabishii Tsuma to no
Hanashi (A Story of My Lonely Wife)”, retrospective essays published in education magazine “Kyoiku Bungei”

in 1914, in which he expresses his personal feelings without reserve, Hisao Kitamura strived to live as an art

teacher—and this includes teaching of beliefs he gained through a life in poverty—as well as his ideal as a

music teacher.

The contents of the study are as follows. First, I focus on Kitamura’s education of “musical aesthetic

intuition”. Then, I explain Kitamura’s personality against backdrop of trend of thought in the Taisho era, which

attached great importance to personality. Finally, I reveal a connection between the beliefs he gained through his

troubles and suffering in real life and his approach to music education.

Kitamura’s style as an art teacher—teaching was an inherent part of his life—is a typical example of a

teacher in the new education trend of the Taisho period.
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