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The Mother and Child Relationship in Early Infancy Focusing on Their Body Contact

A Phenomenological Case Study Based on the Author’s Experience

Akane MIYAMA

This paper aims to make clear the fundamental relationship between mother and a-month-old child, based on

the author’s own experience.

The author tries to clarify how the persons involved in the situation relate to each other. Based on

Buber’s thought, they do not interact with each other as a chain of action and reaction, but are unified insepa-

rably in the flow of acts. From this point of view, it is impossible for them to objectify this relationship.

Consequently, the mode of existence should be elucidated by focusing on the context where persons meet and

relate to each other.

Both the author’s child being held comfortably and the author holding well are thrown into the possibility of

occurring with holding and being held at the same time.
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