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Community Music Festival Supported by Volunteers in Japan

Hironobu SHINDO

In Japan, volunteers now support increasing number of music festival. This paper will call them “community

music festival”. The aim is to clarify the meaning of a participation of volunteers and their learning, showing

a practice of Kiso Music Festival.

First, some main discussions are shown which are related to community music festival. Since 1970s, cultural

activities based on community have been practiced. These are studied in the field of community education. In

addition, since 1990s, a perspective of economics and management has been introduced in art activities.

Secondly, after introducing the history and classification of music festival, the participation of volunteers and

its meanings are shown. As one characteristic practice, Kiso Music festival is reported. The festival is supported

by Cooperation of administration of social education and volunteers.
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