M4 V75 v FIZB T 3 9EBR RO FHE

—Tav-vrtTary - F¥rogsgd—

gHEEa-2 R

K ¥ F

The Characteristics of the Early Arguments on Suicide in Early Modern England: John Sym and John Donne

Sachiko MATSUNAGA

Is committing suicide sin? This is the issue on which has been debated for a long time. In early modern Europe,

suicide was called “English Malady”. One of the reasons is that the debates on suicide in England was much heater

than elsewhere, and the word “suicide” was coined in the seventeenth century England.

In this paper, the writer has attempted to clarify the characteristics of the arguments on suicide in its early stages in

England, analyzing the contents of their theses. The first runners were John Sym (Lifes Preservative against Self-

Killing, 1637) and John Donne (Biathanatos, 1647). Sym enlarged the category of “exempt cases” and included

suicide which was committed by “passion” or those who could not judge morally, proposing his dietetic measures

which prevented from people committing suicide. Donne demonstrated that all suicide could not be sin, using the

neutral term “Self-homicide” for the first time. According to Donne, suicide could be “Self-preservation” itseif.

On the ground built by them, the following debates on suicide evolved in the 17th and 18th century England, where

suicide became to be considered as “ non compos mentis”.
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