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Expansion of Secondary Vocational Education in China

An Analysis on Cross-Section Data ——

Wenjun LIU

Since the early 1980's, enrollment in vocational high schools increased rapidly in China. It was partly due to govern-

ment policies. But how did social and economic factors contribute to the expansion? Bearing this question in mind, I

analyzed cross-section data by Province. The dependent variable is enrollment in vocational high schools. The indepen-

dent variables include provincial per capita GDP, family income, advancement rate to secondary education including

other types, advancement rate to higher education, and financial capacity of local government. The results show that

many of the independent factors have significant roles in determining the level of expansion. Nonetheless, those vari-

ables only explain only a small portion of the variance by Province. That indicates the policies of Provincial govern-

ments played significant roles in the development.
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