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Reserch versus Practice: Towards the clinical sociology of school

Kokichi SHIMIZU

The aim of the paper is to draw an outline of the emerging academic area, the clinical sociology of school, focusing on

the issue of the conflictual relationship between ‘research’ and ‘practice’. Firstly, it will be examined how the relation-

ship between research and practice has been thought about in the field of sociology. Secondly, several episodes from the

auther’s research experience will be utilised to highlight the character of ‘research as practice’ .

Thirdly, based on those

considerarions, an outline of the clinical sociology of school will be proposed. Lastly, the various roles of the clinical

sociologist will be explored.
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