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Academic Performance in a Former Middle School Before the War:
A Case Study of the Tsuruoka Middle School

Seiya KAWANO

The aim of this paper is to clarify the difference in academic performance in secondary school
before the war, dealing with the data of the Tsuruoka middle school in Yamagata prefecture.
So far the studies of school education of that period have paid so little attention to academic
performance that an attempt to elucidate its reality here can be of much significance.

According to the documents retained in the school, we put every student’s record into a
database and made an analysis concerning academic achievement of each student. This
analysis concerns those who were enrolled from 1911 to 1930.

The analysis of some of their attributes led to the following results.

First, the comparison of performance due to school career before the entrance showed a
remarkable difference along with their career, in the case of the students who enrolled in the
period of since 1911 to 1919, when various types of students from lower primary school (jinsho) to
upper primary school (kosho) came together. However, it is not the case with those who
entered in 1920 to 30, when majority of the students had graduated from “jinsho”.

Next, to investigate the difference due to family background, we compared and examined the
performance in respect to former feudal position(zokuseki)and parents’ occupation type, in either
of which case no remarkable difference is observed.

These results seem to imply that middle school then was free from the class-oriented
tendency. At least it might be true that middle school admitting students through a certain
entrance examination offered equal opporturity for each student to make the best of their ability

regardless of their origin.
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AR | B B/ 1IE B Foftt | /0% B0 11 B0E Z2ofl | AFBEER
1911 | 38.0 326 284 1.0 | 15.8 36.8 42.1 5.3 1.2
1912 | 39.4  30.6  28.8 1.2 | 14.6 46.7 34.3 4.4 | 0.1
1913 | 40.9  30.7 27.2 1.3 | 16.0  39.3  40.0 4.7 | 2.1
1914 | 43.3  30.6 2.2 1.0 | 16.3 30.9 46.3 6.5 | 2.7
1915 | 451 30.3 235 1.2 | 18.0 383 344 9.4 | 2.4
1916 | 46.1  30.0  22.8 1.1 | 20.3 27.3 484 3.9 | 2.4
1917 | 47.8  29.3  21.8 1.1 | 20.9 28.4 4.0 9.7 | 0.4
1918 | 48.2  29.9  20.8 1.1 | 20.2  30.2 450 4.7 | 2.0
1919 | 58.2  24.5 15.7 1.6 | 49.7 26.8 19.7 3.8 | 2.0
1920 | 60.8 24.2  12.3 2.7 | 61.6 25.6 5.6 1.2 | 2.2
1921 | 57.9  26.0  13.5 2.6 | 60.1 355 2.9 1.4 | 1.7
1922 | 58.4 25.8 133 2.5 | - - - - -
1923 | 60.8 23.7 12.6 2.9 | 74.6 238 0.8 0.8 | 1.5
1924 | 66.3 2.0 10.8 1.9 | 8.1 14.2 0.7 0.0 1.5
1925 | 675 211 9.4 2.1 | 829  15.8 1.4 0.0 1.2
1926 | 70.6 19.3 83 1.9 | 8.7 55 4.8 0.0 1.4
1927 | 72.4 189 7.4 1.3 | 89.6 56 4.9 0.0 | 4
1928 | 75.7 169 6.0 L4 | 8L5 163 22 0.0 | 1.6
1929 | 80.2 126 5.5 1.7 | 80.9 184 0.0 0.7 | 1.2
1930 | 827 107 48 18 | 8.0 163 20 0.7 1.2
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£2a ANFEWFEREIEIES » 7HBEOWR (1911-194 AFH) (%)
ANFH 1HEBTE  2FEBTE  3EBTE  4FEBTH RFERF
BhERE| T2 16.2 16.2 17.6 17.6 23.2 29.6
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5243 17. 6 19.0 22.5 21.1 26.8 19.7
S04 18.3 17.6 22.5 24.6 16.2 14.8

7275, »4 310 18.3 s 0.6 9.2 |
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5203 19.8 25.7 22.8 22.8 18.6 17. 4
T4 17.4 14. 4 15. 6 20.4 23.4 26.3

7275 | 7.4 126 150 186 22.2 17.4
&% 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0
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