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Process and Structure of Enroliment Expansion at Graduate Level in National Universities

Junko MANMI

Expansion of graduate education has been one of the major policies in recent years.

Reflecting the rising social attention, many newspapers and magazines report various

opportunities at graduate schools.

This paper attempts to analyze the process of the expansion

based on a database of detailed enrollment information in each national university.

Theoretical model is set up relating enrollment expansion to the interaction among three

actors, Le. government. individual university,

and students. Based on this framework

governmental policies and the behavior of national universities are analyzed by examining the

changes in sitting capacities.

actual enrollment.

Also the reaction of students is analyzed based on the changes in

These exercises revealed the following:(1) The changes in enrollment capacity followed

closely the shifts in national policy overtime.

But the degree of correspondence varied

substantially by the type of institution. (2) The expansion of sitting capacity was followed by

actual enrollment. It was rare, however, that the demand proceeded the supply.
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