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The Teacher's Negation of Children's Interpretations

—A consideration of Kihaku Saito’s class on “where the exit is™—

Junko KOIKE

ABSTRACT

The aim of the present paper is to show that a teacher’s nagation of children's interpretations

in a class dose not always break down children’s possibilities.

A consideration is made on

Kihaku Saito’s class “where the exit is™, by using Hegel's philosophy on consciousness.

In a language arts class at an elementary school. Saito negated children's interpretations of

“deguchi (exit)” of a forest.
down by Saito.

By this nagation. the stabilities of children’s identities were broken

But going through discussions with him. however, the children came to

understand why he had negated their interpretations and to take in Saito's interpretation of

tR}

“deguchi (exit)

At the same time, they regained stabilities of their identities.

The author conclude that the children’s initial interpretations, which seemed to have

disappeared, were actually reserved and enriched the children’s second interpretations. This

means that the children's consciousness reformed on their own and became richer.
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