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The Mathematics for Girls’ High Schools and its Change in the Meiji Era

Eiji SATO

This paper examines the articulation of the mathematical culture by gender in 1890’s, by

comparing the authorized textbooks for girls’ high schools with those for the middle schools.

The features of the mathematics of girls’ high schools are as follows.

Firstly, there are many

topics regarding the gender role in arithmetic textbooks before the establishment of the course

of study in 1903. Secondly. however, those topics disappeared from the textbooks and changed

into gender-free. Thirdly. many teachers attached importance to the repeated practice in the

education of girls.

Finally, the branches of mathematics, such as arithmetic, algebra, and

geometry, were integrated in the field of arithmetic, and then mathematics was connected with

the other subjects.

This reform contained binary meanings of debasing the standard at girls’

high schools and of integrating mathematical contents around gender role.
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