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Analysis of Intension to live in the country in High School students’ Course Selection

——VFocusing on images of large city and decrease in the birth rate——

Hidetoshi TOMIE

When high school students in rural areas decide on the course to take after graduation, they

decide on whether they remain in the country or they leave for a large city. This paper

analyzes the factor in this differnciation by survey. The survey was conducuted on 520 high

school students in Shiga Prefecture.

The analysis of the survey shows that 44.6% of the students wanted to go to universities or

to get a job in Shiga Prefecture, but in the future 64.0% of the students wished to live in Shiga

Prefecture. In particular students who were born as eldest child or students who have a bad

image to a large city tends to remain in the country. And a tendency that they leave for a large

city in order to make a success of life is not clear. Because of decrease in the birth rate,

decrease in the opportunity of moving to a distant area and development of the mass media,

“the culture of mobility” has changed. Because many students will be able to inherit parents’

property and to make a living, they need not study hard and get a high educational qualifica-

tion.
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