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An Ethnography on Teachers’ Evaluation Behavior in Classroom :

The Mechanism of Determination of Grades on Report Cards

Mariko SATO

This paper 1s partial product of ethnographic research at an elementary school. It
deals with a teacher’s evaluation behavior in classroom. Currently, most grade teachers
don’t make achievement test by themselves, but use ready-made “gyosha-test”, which is
standardized all over Japan. And in classroom I observed, pupils’ grades on report cards
are mostly determined on the basis of these results.

The purpose of this paper is to describe mechanisms which lead a teacher to adopt the
results of “gyosha-test” as a main criterion of grading report cards. I analyze this
teacher’s behavior from the following three view points. First, a teacher’s evaluation is
restricted by the present environmental conditions at school. Second, it’s the most funda-
mental point, this teacher’s evaluation behavior is based on his layer knowledge in every-
day life. Third,a teacher prepares his assertion which can remove some conflicts caused

by this present evaluation behavior.
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