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Development of Children’s Moral Norms and Social Rules :

Accommodation of Indexical Expressions

Atsuko SUZUKI

The major approach to social and moral development presupposed that the acquisition
of social norms and rules plays important roles. In this approach, children’s levels of
understanding was determined by reference to adults’ one. However, it was not so sure
that the child’s understanding develops toward adult’s level. The purpose of this paper is
to show that a speaker and listener continuously accommodate their understandings,
since verbal expressions are in most cases indexical in the sense that they allow various
interpretations. It is claimed that the accommodating skills are important in social and

moral development.
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