
Securing and Restriction of Professional Autonomy in the Relation to Pupil’s Parents  

Shoko FUKUSHIMA  

This paper argues that the issue of professional autonomy in relation to pupil’s parents, which has hardly been discussed in 
the study on the concept of educational profession, has been discussed in Japanese education law community as the issue of 
coordination between teachers’ teaching authority and parents’ rights. The education law researchers have attempted to 
categorize teaching activities according to the nature of the activities in order to restrict and secure teachers’ teaching authority. 
The hereby formed education law theory makes a teacher him/herself independent from others and promotes the teacher’s 
self-control as action norms about decisions on teaching activities which stand in the center of teachers’ work. This theoretical
quest for teachers’ teaching authority in relation to parents’ rights will become an important issue in the expansion of parents’ 
participation to school as practice and policy and with the contents of educational activities being diversified. 
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