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Analysis on Advice of Ad Hoc University Grants Committees on University Governance in the 
United Kingdom (1889-1901) 

Tomoko YAMAZAKI  

This article attempts to examine the intention of the British central government on university 
governance in the prehistory of the UGC. Whereas Vernon (2001) suggests that the state had had the 
strong influence on universities and university colleges since 1889, he does not consider the contents of 
the state influence. In this paper, through the analysis of the reports of ad hoc university grants 
committees in 1889-1901, the significance of advice on university governance in the formation of the 
higher education system in the United Kingdom will be shown. It can be said that there are the 
following intentions of the committees on university governance. Firstly, the committees intended to 
standardise numbers and emoluments of staffs by ear-marked grants. Secondly, they expected to 
“purchase” universities from local governments in order that the central government obtained power on 
the universities. 
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