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The Conception of Teachers in Supreme Court School Cases and Their Freedom 

Hiroshi NISHIHARA, Shimpei SATO, Kosuke KASAI, Shoko FUKUSHIMA, Yohei YASUHARA 

While some Boards of Education have recently compelled teachers to stand up and sing the National Anthem at 
school ceremonies, Supreme Court of Japan revoked some severer disciplinary sanctions thereon on the ground of the teacher’s 
personal freedom on 16th January 2012.  These epoch-making judgments, however, have an ambivalent meaning to rights of 
teachers because the judgments also build upon the Court’s own conception of educational process and the profession of 
teachers described in its fundamental school case decision in 1976.  In this elaborated analysis of the case law, the Court’s 
underlying conception of teachers proves to be personal (rather than professional), individual (rather than collective), and 
apolitical (rather than politically conscious) in its nature. 
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