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How did teachers in Tokyo respond to the introduction of ‘Shunin Kyoyu’?

—~An examination of survey results—

Hiroshi FUIITA/Kosuke KONO (KASAI)/Masaaki KATSUNO

In April 2009 Tokyo Metropolitan Education Board appointed about fourteen thousand teachers as ‘Shunin Kyoyu’
(Senior Teacher). This new breed of teaching force is supposed to have ‘knowledge and experience of a high order’. They

are expected to play a leading part in school management. However, the addition of this new layer is criticized on the

ground that it is divisive and that it will reduce the professional autonomy of teachers. An interesting question then arises

as to how this new policy of teaching personnel and school management will work, together with related policies

concerning pay and professional development. The aim of the present paper is to initiate the discussion about this question.
To do so, we will examine the results of survey which asked teachers about their perceptions and reactions to the

introduction of ‘Shunin Kyoyu.’
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