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Tsunami Warnings and Social Responses (2)
—Case Study at Murakami City in Niigata Prefecture—

Isamu AIDA, Tokutaro HATORI, Isamu MURAI

Earthquake Research Institute
and
Osamu HIROI

Institute of Journalism & Communication Studies
The University of Tokyo

This is the research conducted at Murakami City in Niigata Prefecture to investi
gate the social responses to the tsunami warning issued immediately after the 1983
Nihonkai-Chubu earthquake. We interviewed the officials of the local administrative
organs and sent written questionnaires to 867 households in the seaside districts. We
received replies from 75 percent of them. The results of the research are as given
below.

Owing to a false report in the course of disseminating the warning, the transmission
through the administrative organs was delayed. But many people spontaneously took
special care about the tsunami. More than half the people paid attention to the televi-
sion broadcast, or carefully watched the state of the sea. And 5.4 percent of the people
took refuge in some safe place. Such cautious behavior by the people is clearly corre-
lated with the degree of damage which they suffered from the 1964 Niigata tsunami.

The tsunami hit the Murakami seashore more than 40 minutes after the warning
was issued. But even then 20 percent of the inhabitants did not know the warning had
been issued. This means that it is necessary to establish and rearrange the warning
dissemination system to the residents.

There were two ways of dealing with ships when people heard the warning; one
was to leave the harbor, the other was to beach the ships. In this earthquake, most
people managed to take care of their ships properly, although a number of pleasure-boats
moored near the river bank were capsized.




