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15. Study of Earthquakes in the Sanriku District
during the Edo Period.
—Seismic activity and some gigantic earthquakes—

By Tatsuo UsAMI,

Earthquake Research Institute
and
Histographical Institute, the University of Tokyo.

Mainly based on the old documents collected recently, the change of seismie activity
of the north-eastern Tohoku district from 1598 to 1873 was studied. Figure 1 reveals vague
periodicity of seismic activity in this region and shows that seismicity gradually increases
before a big event. Five big earthquakes which produced tsunami along the coast of Tohoku
and Hokkaido were studied. The intensity distribution of the three earthquakes was ob-
tained.

As Dr. Hatori mentioned before, it was made clear that in the east of the north To-
hoku district, big earthquakes take place nearly every one hundred years (1677, 1763, 1856,
1968).

In the east of the south Sanriku district, big earthquakes occurred in 1611, 1793, 1896
and 1933. Periodicity of the earthquake sequence in this region is not clear. The study
of the 1611 and 1793 earthquakes seems to pave the road to the clarification of the occur-
rence law of big earthquakes in this region.




