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89, On the Possibility of Tsunami Generation at the Time of
the Earthquake near Shizuoka on April 20, 1965,

By Tokutaro HATORI,
Earthquake Research Institute.

A strong earthquake occurred at about 8h 42m (JST) on Apr. 20, 1965. The
epicentre, focal depth and magnitude, determined by JMA, were 34.9°N, 138.4° E,
40km and 6.2 respectively. Then, weak damage was incurred in a building in Simizu,
Shizuoka Prefecture.

Judging from the tidal records a tsunami did not occur as a result of the present
earthquake. Oscillations of water, however, were observed at Tagonoura and Uchiura
soon after the earthquake, as shown in Fig. 2. This phenomenon seems to have been
generated directly by the motion of the earthquake, in the same way as seiches which
are often observed in lakes and pools at the time of strong earthquakes.

According to K. Iida’s statistical formula (1958), the present earthquake is a limiting
magnitude for an earthquake causing tsunami. The coasts in Suruga Bay have often
been attacked by tsunamis which occurred off Enshu-nada, but historical data of
tsunamis which might have generated in the bay is not available.




