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Abstract

Between the northern shore of the Lake Biwa and the Bay of Wakasa,
there is a tract of land, which joins the plateau of Tamba to the west and the
mountains of Mino-Kaga to the east. It is a low mountainland and its greatest
elevation scarcely exceeds 900 m. This district is traversed by many dislocation
lines in the meridional direction, which make a scries of uplifted and tilted
blocks and narrow rift valleys.

The physiographic history of this region may be divided into three periods
of quiescence, each of which is specified from the others by the orogenic stage.
In the first period of quicscence, the area was reduced to a peneplain which
remains at present as a flat surface on the top of high peaks after later upheaval.
At the end of this period, crustal movement occured and the surface of the
peneplain uplifted about 500 m high. Then it was traversed by faults which
trend north to south. In consequence of the deformation, the numerous valleys

were developed running to the south. During the sccond period of quiescence,
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these valleys became broad and open, and mountains acquired rounded slopes
and mature ‘characteristics. At the end of this period, relatively uniform uplift
of 300-400 m took place, accompanying some faults in the directions of the older
ones. It was succeeded by the rejuvenation of erosion, and the lower course of
the mature valleys, which were developed in the preceding period, became
narrow and steepsided cannyons, cutting down their floor to the present base
level. They represent the third period of quiescence. The repeated minor move-
ments of this period are well represented at present by river terraces, uplifted
and submerged shorelines. Many young fault scarps have been formed cutting
the terraces and coastal plains of Quaternary gravel.

In this paper, one of the authors endeavoured to find geomorphologic faults
in this region and to try to classify and to map them to active and dead
faults. The former is defined to be the post-terrace faulting. The principal
faults with their trends and scarps are given in accompanying figures and
maps.
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Fig. 1- Map showing the geomorphologic fault structure of the region to the
north of the Lake Biwa.
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