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Recent Tendency of Personnel Transfers in Japan:
New Tabulation of the Data of The Third Migration Survey

Yoshio ARAI" and Seima OHKI**

This paper aims at a geographical analysis of a personnel transfer - a long-
distance residential migration accompanied with the redeployment of labor within
the same firm - that has been an important social issue in the recent years. We
analyzed the attributes of transferees and spatial patterns of the families containing
them, using the new tabulation of raw data of The Third Migration Survey (executed
by the Institute of Population Problems, Ministry of Health and Welfare in 1991).

First, as for the analysis of the attributes, we made a time-series comparison
with existing research findings and proved that there was no significant difference in

the relative relationships of mobility compared between attributes of transferees.
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We also found that: a) the number of transferees in Sales/Service occupations in-
creased; b) the number of transferees who graduated from high school increased;
and c) lower aging of transferees from forties to thirties was proceeding, during five
years from 1986 to 1991.

Second, we categorized all the families that experienced a personnel transfer
into three categories in terms of spatial patterns. We then found that the ratio of
transferees who moved by themselves was unexpectedly small, and that most fami-
lies in fact moved with all family members. Furthermore, we observed that the
volume of upward movements from rural areas to metropolitan areas was larger than
that of downward ones from the latter to the former.

Finally, from the analysis of the families experiencing the transfer without
one's family members(tansin funin), we found that transferees moved shorter dis-
tance than we had previously expected. Furthermore, we can suggest that it is pos-
sible that factors such as holding a residence, rather than merely educational factors
that had been emphasized in the previous research, are critical as factors of person-

nel transfer in Japan.



