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The Conflict between Traditional and Western
Mathematics at the Tokyo Mathematical Society
in the Early Meiji Era

Sarina

The establishment of the Tokyo Mathematical Society in the early Meiji era was
a remarkable event in the history of mathematics in Japan. As a modern academic
society, the Tokyo Mathematical Society played an important part in the transfor-
mation of mathematics in Japan. The Tokyo Mathematical Society started as a so-
ciety for spreading and researching mathematical knowledge and maintaining the
tradition of Wasan.

In the early period of the Tokyo Mathematical Society, Japanese mathematics co-
existed with western mathematics, but following the general tendency of
westernization in the Meiji era, advocates of western mathematics became domi-
nant at the Tokyo Mathematical Society.

The conflict between Wasan and western mathematics was mainly presented by
the confrontation between Narayoshi YANAGI (MIgifit) and Dairoku KIKUCHI
(B KEE).

Kikuchi won Yanagi and acquired the Leadership of the society. Thus the Tokyo
Mathematical Society was renamed the Tokyo Mathematico-Physical Society and
restarted as a society for research and education of western mathematics and phys-

ics.





