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A Note concerning the Evolution of Urban System in the United States

— with special reference to changes in the modes of transportation —
Takashi YAMAGUCHI

The urban system of the United States has developed from east to west along
the settlement of the nation as a result of European immigration. Therefore, the
changes that have been taking place can be interpreted within the context of
transportation technologies that have fostered the east- west settlement.

In this paper, the author tries to explain the evolution of the inter-urban
system in the United States with using five major epochs defined by Borchert(1967),
and Phillips and Brunn(1978). Each of the five epochs is characterized by distinct
modes of transportation that have affected the changing pattern of the urban system .

In terms of intra-urban system, three major periods, divided by Yeates(1976),
can be recognized. These periods conform very closely with those suggested for the
inter - urban system mentioned above. Although a general pattern of change can be
observed due to the technological innovations in intra-urban transportation, each
of which has specific impacts on the structure of respective cities (Table 1). The
differential timing and interaction between urban growth and successive transport
technologies result some specific regional differences (Figure 1).

Finnaly, a comparison is made between Japan and the United States through
three basic conditions of urban system; habitat, region and society.

This paper is written for the purpose of concluding my lecture on “Regional
Geography of the United States and Canada” which has been delivered at the
University of Tokyo since 1964.



