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Dispute on the Municipal Boundary of Reclaimed
Land in Japan

By

Hiroshi TANABE

The Japanese municipal boundary follows legally upon its precedent which can
be traced back to the feudal age, that is, that the municipal territory is the heri-
tage of the ancient community. Even if there should be a dispute on the boun-
dary, the legal process does not allow for a decision regarding a new boundary
line, but, instead, requires that it be found once again. Disputes occur generally
in mountain areas or at the sea, often on reclaimed land, where the boundary line
has not previously been formed but simply a boundary zone or frontier has existed
to date, or where, if the line has existed, the antecedent boundary is not recognized
by concerned municipalities. Because the ancient boundary, even if it could be
found, may be a legal fiction, it is imperative that a new boundary be defined.

The antecedent boundary, rejected by either municipality, should be replaced
by a subsequently established boundary which traces the limit of the socio-econo-
mic area of the human activities in each municipality. But it is actually difficult to
establish a subsequent boundary in any form, because such activities can not be
easily delimited and, furthermore, often form a transitional zone. If it is impossible
to fix the subsequent boundary, the new boundary line should be superposed on the
complicated transitional zone, which, for example, is very different from the super-
posed boundary drawn by European countries in Africa at the moment of their
colonization.

The two case studies in Osaka and Kyoto Prefecture indicate that the super-
posed boundary in areas adjacent to the sea can be classified in two categories;
a boundary between municipalities which are separated by the sea and a boundary bet-
ween neighboring municipalities on the sea coast itself. The former follows the
line of equal distance from both sides of the shore and the latter establishes a
vertical line on the coastline. This cartographically superposed boundary may
prove to be ineffective in an actual dispute, as modified by the political prestige of
each of the municipalities, or by concern about income expected as tax of the
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reclaimed land.

The author has been asked to examine an ongoing boundary dispute between
Arao-shi (Kumamoto Pref.)) and Omuta-shi (Fukuoka Pref.)). This will be an
interesting case study because the decision of the court is expected in the near

future.



