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On the Relationship between Geography
and History

by Osamu NISHIKAWA

Contents :
I. Geographical Viewpoint of History

1. Geographical Foundation of History
2. Reverse Method in History
3. The Zones and Strata Theory

II. Historical Interpretation of Geographical Phenomena
1. Historical Geography
2. Study on Landscape Change
3. Study on Sequent Occupance

III. Theories on the Stages of Cultural or Socio-economic Development
1. Their Application to Geographical Research
2. Theories of the Development Stages and Their Criteria
3. The Rostow’s Stages of Economic Growth

IV. Theories of the Development Stages in Human Geography
1. G. Taylor’s “The Seven Ages of Man”
2. H. Bobek’s “The Main Stages of Socio-economic Development ”
3. I. Suizu’s “Scheme of the Development of the Functional Regions”
4. Development Stages of Large Urban Area

V. Conclusion

Many authors have argued on logical differences as well as on mutually comple-
mental relationship between geography and history.

It is yet doubtful whether historians have so much interested in geographical point
of views as geographers have attached importance to the historical interpretation of
areal differentiation in cultural and socio-economic features. A history ignoring the
areal differentiation is far from reality and universality.

In this meaning many of the theories on the stages of cultural or socio-economic

development must be criticized from geographical angle. It is however assumable
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that some criteria and indices used in the growth theories may be helpful for
regionalizing the world or its large parts.

For this reason the author has tried to arrange the various theories as shown in a
table using following criteria: upswing of reason, development in industrial technology
and labor productivity, expansion of social cooperative unit, increase of income and
social equalization, and compound criteria. On the other hand, it is indispensable to
devise more suitable growth models for our own purpose. In 1959 H. Bobek furnished
an excellent article on the main stages of socio-economic development. This may be
regarded as a good example of a geographical view of the world history, which
explains the evolution of human ecosystems. The year before I. Suizu presented a
nice model for illustrating the development of functional regions. These works must
contribute to historical consideration. In 1970 the author attempted to distinguish the
development of large urban area into four stages referring the Rostow’s theory: the
formative stages of a large city, and the successive stages of metropolitanization,
megalopolitanization, and of ecumenopolitanization. It is further necessary to elaborate
more usefuldynamic models for a better understanding the development of areal

functional organization.
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