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The world has been too strong for me, I know.

... I suppose one good resolve might keep a

man right if everybody else’s resolve helped him.

(Ch.18, p.182)V
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But it happens, on the contrary, that my
strong effort is 1o avoid such arbitrary picture,
and to give a faithful account of men and things
as have they mirrored themselves in my
mind. The mirror is doubtless defective ; the

- outlines will sometimes be disturbed, the re-
flection faint or confused ; but I feel as much
bound to tell you as precisely as I can what
that reflection is, as if I were in the witness-box

narrating my experience on oath. (Ch.17, p.150)(3)
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. a stronger lens reveals to you certain
tiniest hairlets which make vortices for these

victims while the swallower waiis passively at

his receipt of custom. (Ch.6, p.59)
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But these kind of inspiration Liydgate regarded
as rather vulgar and vinous compared with
the imagination that revealed subtle actions
inaccessible by any sort of lens, but tracked
in that outer darkness through long passways
of necessary sequence by the inward light which
is the last refinement of Energy, capable of
bathing even the ethereal atoms in its ideally
illuminated space. (Ch.16, pp.161—162)
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Even in the plastic arts form obviously, in
its general application, means something else
than mere imitation of outline, more or less
correctness of drawing or modelling— just
as, with reference to descriptive poeiry it
means something more than the bare delinea-
tion of landscape or figures.0D
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