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An Epitaph
What Beautie would have lovely stilde,
What manners prettie, Nature milde,
What wonder perfect, all were fil'd,
Upon record in this blest child,
And, till the coming of the Soule
To fetch the flesh, we keep the Rowle.(l)
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Must then old three-legg’d gray -beards, with
their Gout,
Catarrhs, Rheums, Aches, live three Ages out?
Times Offal, onely fit for th’ Hospital,
Or t’hang an Antiquaries room withal ;

(11 8184 )2)
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A Female Sofiness, with a manly Mind;
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A Daughter duteous, and a Sister kind;
In Sickness patient; and in Death resign’d,
(1134~36 )%

DAHISTRRE RSB NRBIC L 29ED Lr&id, 2L
monument KXEENHIKSHIHLL, LhLPid
DEETRIBESE- TR EEh3 vt/ -3
(Eleonora) El#,. KON T EDRHADESE—5
IKEDTWPD LD BREARTREL ., WicriEs
ELTCHI EoEEEN, KEDkEEEN. HHDI
WEEORABEDHTHBERBLEHTELS, &
S MF—nwFLrERDEiCELS ] (To the Memory

of Mr. Oldhem )& 1. HShIEEBEDE X SFEL
BHEHLDOILTWVS L, EWMBIEPCEEEBIL TRED
EH2FHOCEEFELTNS, ThidiAicE>TE
FIEIKFABRICE > TOREUBIHTHVEETD
D7,

A noble Error, and but seldom made,

When Poeis are by too much force betray’d.
Thy gen’rous Fruits, though gather’'d ere
their prime,

Still shew’d a Quickness; and maturing Time
But mellows what we write to the dull
Sweets of Rhyme.
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Dorset, the Grace of Courts, the Muses Pride,
Patron of Arts, and Judge of Nature, dy’d!
(11 1~2) '8
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Blest Satyrist! who touch’d the Mean so irue,

As show’d; Vice had his Hate and Pity too.

Blest Courtier! who could King and Couniry

please,

Yet sacred keep his Friendships, and his Ease.
(11 7~10)
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Blest Peer! his great Forefathers ev'ry Grace

Reflecting, and reflected in his Race;

Where other Buckhuasts, other Dorsets shine,

And Patriots still, or Poets, deck the Line.
(11 11~14)
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DIALOGUE

SHE

Yes, we have liv’d — one pang, and then we
part!
May Heav’'n, dear Father ! now, have all thy
Heart.
Yet ah! how once we lov’'d, remember still,

Till you are Dust like me.

HE

Dear Shade! 1 will :

Then mix this Dust with thine — O spotless
Ghost !
O more than Fortune, Friends, or Country
lost !
Is there on earth one Care, one Wish beside ?
Yes — Save my Couniry, Heav'n,

— He said, and dy’d.
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Here rests a Woman, good without pretence,
Blest with plain Reason and with sober Sense;
No Conquests she, but o’er herself desired,
No Arts essay’d, but not to be admir’d. V

Passion and Pride were to her soul unknown,
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Convinc’d, that Virtue only is our own.
So unaffected, so compos’d a mind,
So firm yet soft, so strong yet so refin’d,

Heav’'n, as its purest Gold, by Tortures try‘d;
The Saini sustain’d ii, but the Woman dy’d.
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This may be the best of Pope’s Epitaphs; but
if the standard which we have fixed be a just
one it cannot be approved of. First,it must be
observed, that in the Epitaphs of this Writer
the true impulse is always wanting, and that
his motions must of necessity.be feeble. For
he has no other aim than to give a favorable
Portrait of the Character of the Deceased.(g)
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Ye Few, whom better Genius does in spire,
Exalted Souls, inform’d with purer Fire!
Go now , learn all vast Science can impart;
Go fathom Nature, take the Heights of Art!
Rise higher yet; learn ev'n yourselves
to know;
Nay, to yourselves alone that knowledge owe.
Then, when you seem above mankind to soar,
Look on this marble, and be vain no more!

(11 10~17)
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Under this Marble, or under this Sill,

Or under this Turf, or e'éh what they will;
Whatever an Heir, or a Friend in his stead,
Or any good Creature shall lay o'er my Head;
Lies He who ne’er car’d, and still cares not
a Pin,

What they said, or may say of the Mortae
within.

But who living and dying, serene still and
free,

Trusts in God,
shall be.

that as well as he was, he
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Epitaph. For One who would not be
buried in Westminster- Abbey (1738?)

Heroes, and Kings! your distance Keep:
In peace let one poor Poet sleep,

Who never flatter’d Folks like you:

Let Horace blush, and Virgil too.
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What beck ning ghost, along the moonlight
shade
Invites my step, and points to yonder glade?
“tis she! — but why that bleeding bosom
gor’d,
Why dimly gleams the visionary sword ?

(11 1~4)
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What gentle Ghost, besprent with April deaw,
Hayles me, so solemnly to yonder Yewgh?
And becking wooes me, from the fatall tree
To pluck a Garland, for her selfe, or mee?
(11 1~4 )12
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Oh ever beauteous, ever friendly! tell,
Is it, in heav’'n, a crime to love too well ?
(11 5~6)
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To bear too tender, or too firm a heart,
To act'a Lover’s or a Roman’s part?
(11 7~8)
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Ambition first sprung from your blest abodes;

The glorious fault of Angels and of Gods;

Thence to their Images on earth it flows

And in the breasts of Kings and Heroes glows!
(11 13~16)
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Most souls, 'tis true, but peep out once an age,

Dull sullen pris’ners in the body’s cage :

Dim lights of life that burn a length of years,

Useless, unseen, as lamps in sepulchres;

Like Eastern Kings a lazy state they keep,

And close confin’d to their own palace sleep.
(11 17~22)
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As into air the purer spirits flow,
And sep’rate from their kindred dregs below;
So flew the soul to its congenial place,
Nor left one virtue to redeem her Race.
' (11 25~28)

LT THHEDpeephBRL 7z LEEEOZIEE . dreg&ln?
SEARILEDEAR L TV 3B, 2N EFEEFC purer £
EEFADVS LT OWMBE KTV, KROBENS
BDEITIT O MPEZSNTVL EHThHB, o vk
ZMLHERELTOL T EBDEEN TR BRTIRAEL,
EVS I I DICRZTL 507,

toAf YEFIBOP - B BARIEHET UG IIZ
CEBEMN~S5 75713, tvy—Davdzvyay
KBWT, FHEORKIH =V ITOREPENE. &
BIBEHEINIOIKEUTV B, LL, 3V T2 v
YaFNWNTHBLULEK, TOX3 757 TOERBIRIY 7
NVTHODEITEHDESZ VWA 5dryness 2 EHET

W5,

Cold is that breast which warm’d the world
before,
And those love-darting eyes must roll no
more,

(1 33~34)
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Belinda smil’d, and all the World was gay.
(Canto I, 152)

Beauties i vain their pretty Eyes may roll
(Canto I, 133)
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And frequent herses shall besiege your gates.

There passengers shall stand , and pointing

say, "

(while the long fun'rals blacken all the way)
(11 38~40)
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By foreign hands thy dying eyes were clos’d,
By foreign hands thy decent limbs compos’d,

—



By foreign hands thy humble grave adorn’d,
By strangers honour’d, and by sirangers
mourn’d !

(1 51~54)

ZOEWHDT F 7 4 713, BHEOBIUI K BESTHD
MEEE5ZDBWHTH B, —Iid. FBUEFDEDED
4 vHREIED. TOMTHELR -7 &0 D RiNGH
LHHBELATHBEM, TNIKLTEHE DIDLICE
BEESDPVTHBEVM, ATV« Vrv 7 bRDK
SEEEOTF TS,

It has usually been taken for granted that

‘foreign’ has iis most common modern mean-
ing, as it sometimes has in Pope.------:-- Else-
where, however, he uses the word to mean‘be-
longing to or coming from another district,
county, society, etc.” .-+ The -proximiiy of the
words ‘friends’, ‘domestic’ and ‘strangers’ could

support the older meaning of the world.----- 7
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What tho’no friends in sable weeds appear,
Grieve for an hour, perhaps, then mourn a year,
And bear about the mockery of woe
To midnight dances, and the publick show?

(1l 55~58)

HECBUELE, BLBLoMEERDELTEL
%, CCT—EHRLTa VYT =y yaFIEEND, A
Bl EN5, KEA. R, TEcBBbhi-ZE, &
TEE, FREHEE. ROBDOER EFHE N Ha)hE
o LBLEDHLTLE » TRAESHINDIZIRD—FT
TH 5,

63

And the green turf lie lightly on thy breast:
(164)
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While Angels with their silver wings o’ ershade
The ground, now sacred by thy reliques made.
(11 67~8)
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A heap of dust alone remains of thee;
“Tis all thou art, and all the proud shall be!
(11 73~74)
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Then from his closing eyes thy form shall

part,

And the last pang shall tear thee from. his

heart,

Life’s idle business at one gasp be o’er,

The Muse forgot, and thou belov’d no more!
(11 79~82)
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See the Duke of Buckingham’s verses to a
Lady designing to retire into a Monastery
compared with Mr. Pope’s Leiters to several
Ladies, p.206. She seems to be the same per-
son whose unfortunate death is the subject of

this poem. [P] g
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If this ELEGY be so excellent, it may be as-

cribed to this cause;that the occasion of it was
real......Eventis that have actually happened are,
after all, the properest subjects for poetry.
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Poetry has not often been worse employed
than in dignifying the amorous fury of a
raving girl.
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Most little poems should be written by a plan.
This method is evident in Tibullus and Ovid’s
elegies, and almost all the pieces of the an-
cients 2
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Epigram. On One who made long Epitaphs
(1736)

Friend! for your Epitaphs 1'm griev’d,
Where still so much is said,

One half will never be believ’'d,

The other never read.
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