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The Features of Raiyu’s Shingon Doctrine in the Shaku Ron Guso:

Concerning the Concepts of ‘Ni-mon Ji-ryir’ and ri-ri mu-hen
ToyosHMaA, Yugo

The Shi Mo He Yan Lun (FREEFIfiT) is a commentary of the Da Cheng Qi Xin Lun (X
TS i, the Treatise on Awakening Faith in the Mahaydana). Kukai (2%, 774-835), founder
of the Shingon school quoted some parts from this text, and so some of his followers in the
Shingon school wrote several commentaries on it. Raiyu (¥, 1226-1304), who founded the
New Shingon School (¥T1# 5 5 5%, Shingi Shingonshit) also wrote two commentaries on the
Shi Mo He Yan Lun, titled the Shaku Ron Kaige Sho (WiBH##5) and the Shaku Ron Guso
(FGRERE).

In the Shaku Ron Gusd, Raiyu focuses on the concept ‘Ni-mon Ji-ryi’ (—FIR37) and
the question of whether the “gate of truth” (B4, shinnyo mon) is equivalent to the “gate of
arising and ceasing” (23, shometsu mon) or not. In his discussion, the two views; ninon
Jjiryii and jiiggon nyijitsu (FEHEA5E) are presented. Nimon jiryi is the view that the “gate of
truth” is equivalent to the “gate of arising and ceasing,” and is based on what is written in the
Shi Lun Zan Xuan Shu (WiHE Xbi) by the Chinese monk, Fa-wu (%1%, 12c). On the other
hand, jiigon nyijitsu is the view that the “gate of truth” is superior to the “gate of arising and
ceasing” according to the theory presented in the Shi Lun Tong Xuan Chao (i@ X #) by
the Chinese monk, Pu guan (¥4, d.u.).

Raiyu describes jiigon nyijitsu in other parts of the Shaku Ron Guso, and expressly states
that the “gate of truth” is superior to the “gate of arising and ceasing.”

Furthermore, he analyzes whether san-dai (=2K) in the “gate of truth” is superior to i-
sshin (—[») in the “gate of arising and ceasing” or not, and also whether each of sho-nyii-ho
(AT A) is different or not.

In the first subject of his analysis, Raiyu takes the position that san-dai in the “gate
of truth” is superior to i-sshin in the “gate of arising and ceasing.” This interpretation is
contrary to the system that in the Shi Mo He Yan Lun where i-sshin is superior to san-dai.
This conclusion was affected by Kiikai’s “classification of three-gates” (=["]43 /), where he
asserts that in the Nondual-Mahayana (& . BEFAT, funimakaen), the “gate of truth” and the
“gate of arising and ceasing” are distinguished. In the latter subject of his analysis, Raiyu
concludes that no-nyi-mon (86 A1) and sho-nyii-ho are different from another according to
the Shingon doctrine that “infinite truths have no end” GHIME, ri-ri mu-hen).

By analyzing Raiyu’s assertions that follow the expression ‘I say’ (fAZ) in his work, and
his understanding of the Shingon doctrine that ‘truths have no end,’ I conclude that Raiyu’s

interpretation of the concept ‘Ni-mon Ji-ryii’ originally stress jiigon nyijitsu.
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