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An Interpretation of the Gandavyiiha-siitra in the Chinese Hua-yen School:
With Reference to Chih-yen and Fa-tsang

KIM, Kyung Nam

In this paper, I examine how the Gandavytha-sitra A#:5dn, the last chapter of the Hua-yen
ching #EBG#E, was interpreted in the Chinese Hua-yen school, specifically clarifying the differences
between the interpretations of Chih-yen % (602-668) and his disciple Fa-tsang {&j#k (643-712).
Paying attention especially to their theories regarding the "division" of the sutra into smaller sections,
I examine both their interpretations from two angles: 1) interpreting the Gandavyiiha-siitra within the
Hua-yen ching, and 2) interpreting the Gandavytiha-siitra by itself.

Chih-yen advances a theory of three divisions in his Sou-hsuan chi ¥ &0, and therein he
suggests two views on the liu-t'ung-fen 1i#47. 1) The Hua-yen ching originally consisted of one
hundred thousand gathas, of which only thirty-six thousand gathas now remain, and the /iu-t'ung-fen
is missing. This means that the /iu-t'ung-fen never existed. 2) In the sutra, the last two gathas are
considered to correspond to the liu-t'ung-fen. The first view is based on the assumption that the sutra
consists of one hundred thousand gathas, excluding the liu-t'ung-fen, and the second, that the sutra
consists of thirty-six thousand gathas which include the /iu-t'ung-fen. This means that, in Chih-yen's
three divisions, the Gandavyiha-siitra either belongs to the cheng-tsung-fen 1IE5R457, or includes
both the cheng-tsung-fen and the liu-t'ung-fen.

Chih-yen, influenced by Chih-cheng & 1E (559-639), also divided the cheng-tsung-fen into four
parts, the last of which is the i-yuan hsiu-hsing cheng-te fen HKRRIEITELTESY. To this belong the
“Li-shih-chien p'in" B[4 and the Gandavyiha-siitra. The latter is also called the i-jen ju-cheng
fen & AN ANGE4y. For Chih-yen, the Gandavylha-sitra represented a Buddhist teaching of
realization (cheng &E) which perfects ascetic training through shan-chih-shih #503%. This was the
very chapter from which began the enlightenment of sentient beings.

Fa-tsang's three divisions developed from his Wen-i kang-mu 3(#%# H, which does not admit the
liu-t'ung-fen, to the T'an-hsuan chi ¥R L. In the meantime, he bolstered his arguments with the
concept of dharmadhatu (fa-chieh {55%) and, furthermore, emphasized the One Vehicle character of
the Hua-yen ching, taking the Three Vehicle character as the liu-t'ung-fen. In addition, basing
himself on Chih-yen's four divisions, he suggested a theory of five divisions. He views the structure
of the Hua-yen ching as being fully provided with ssin 1§ (faith), chieh fi# (understanding), hsing
1T (practice), and cheng FE (realization). The Gandavytiha-sutra comes under the Buddhist
teaching of cheng-ju FE. Chih-yen put emphasis on the importance of shan-chih-shih in dividing
the inner structure of the Gandavytha-stitra. He categorizes all shan-chih-shih into five types. This

method of categorizing was taken over by Fa-tsang. The main characteristic of Fa-tsang's method of



dividing the Gandavytiha-siitra lies in his distinguishing of the essential assembly (pen-hui %)
from the secondary assembly (mo-hui KE).

To sum up, the main difference between the two theories can be reduced to the way in which
emphasis is put either on the concept of shan-chih-shih or on that of dharmadhatu. Chih-yen
emphasized the former, Fa-tsang the latter. This difference shows the development of understanding

the Gandavyiiha-siitra, from Chih-yen's practical interpretation to Fa-tsang's rather theoretical one.



