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Summary

This paper analyzes three memoirs written by David P. Conyngham, William
Corby and St. Clair A. Mulholland who joined the Irish Brigade which served
in the Union Army in order to investigate how the Irish immigrants memorized
the Civil War. The Irish Brigade was authorized in September 1861 thanks to
the assistance of the Irish community in New York, and originally consisted of
the 63rd, 69th and 88th New York regiments comprised predominantly of Irish
immigrants. Under the command of Thomas F. Meagher, one of the Young
Ireland in exile, the Irish Brigade fought many fierce battles, but virtually
ceased to operate as a brigade after the battle of Fredericksburg, where the unit
suffered fearsome casualties, because of having trouble in enlisting recruits.

Conyngham intended to leave behind him the “correct memories” of the
Irish Brigade, which were characterized by Irish soldiers’ supreme loyalty to the
Union and the oblivion of the Emancipation Proclamation and the Draft Riots.
Corby added the solidarity among all the Christian soldiers to Conyngham'’s
“correct memories” because he was concerned about the revival of nativism
caused by floods of new immigrants in the late 19th century and the decline of
Liberals in the Catholic Church and intended to appeal for religious tolerance.
Mulholland added the memory of the solidarity between born Americans
and immigrants in the battlefields because he intended to reveal the role of
immigrants in the American society in order to resist nativism.
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30) Peter Welsh to Margaret, August 2, 1863 in Kohl and Richard, Irish Green and Union Blue, 115.

31 Lawrence Frederick Kohl, introduction to Memoirs of Chaplain Life: Three Years with the Irish
Brigade in the Army of the Potomac, by William Corby (New York: Fordham University Press, 1992),
XI-XX, XXIV-XXV.

32) Tbid., xxii.

33) Corby, Memoires of Chaplain Life, 5-6.
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34) Kohl, introduction to Memoirs of Chaplain Life, XX-XXiv.

)
35) Corby, Memoirs of Chaplain Life, 131.
36) Warren, “Oh, God, What a Pity!,” 204.
)

37 Corby, Memoirs of Chaplain Life, 184.
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40) Lawrence Frederick Kohl, “Introduction: St. Clair Mulholland and the Civil War,” to The Story of the
116th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers in the War of the Rebellion, by St. Clair A. Mulholland (New
York: Fordham University Press, 1996), ix-x, xiii-xviii, Xxi-xxiii.

4D Mulholland, Story of the 116th Regiment, iv-vii.
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