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Summary

This paper investigates the post-WWII extension of the bracero program
from a diplomatic perspective and links the bracero program with the U.S-
Mexican negotiations on immigration control during the late 1940s.

Undocumented immigration from Mexico increased rapidly in the mid-
1940s, and both the U.S. and Mexico began to consider it as a threat to their
effort on border control. In the autumn of 1948, an unusually large number of
Mexican farm workers flocked along the U.S. -Mexican border, causing serious
congestion problems. The problem was particularly severe along the Texas-
Mexican border since Mexico banned sending its nationals to Texas because of
the state’s history of discrimination against Mexicans. After several thousands
of Mexican workers gathered along the border near El Paso and entered
Texas without authorization, Mexico unilaterally suspended the program.

However, the U. S. State Department and the Mexican Ministry of Foreign
Relations feared that the termination of the bracero program would bring
further irregularities on the border, and started negotiations right after the
incident to develop a new agreement. Since border patrol forces of both
countries then lacked resources to protect the border effectively, the control of
Mexican migrant workers through a bi-national agreement came to be
regarded as the only realistic way to stem the flow of undocumented workers
from Mexico to the U. S. The bracero program was continued after the WWII
because it was defined by the governments of Mexico and the U. S. as a
countermeasure against undocumented immigration.
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WAZRBIEHI L, 1948 A LBV AL ERIC 572 FiEL. 209 2T,
FTCTIIERBICAE LKRENICHEL T2 HEOEELICMA T, 7FHANDT I+ 1
MASRIERIRF L 721

—J AF Y IFEEEAEE 2 GEN RN ONR LT 5 HE IO W TEKEERICFH
BL72bo0, ozt o THENIHI Lz, A% Y aM2mH L ZMEE LT,
F9 R F LT AANDENIGE X 72 IO T T b1 0 A B S H TSNS, KEMH
F. TEHFAANDT T L OEANEIE SN TV 720, FMO RT3 AES ORE
HEEHERLESNTVAETRL, A F Y BRI LIBFEDOMNAD T T Lo A%k |- %
B D AF RVWE TR L, AF Tl FFHAMNTOHBHI~DOEED
EERRRD, YARBEZOL DI Lado7dN AFVIABIUTAFTIRT A
VA NSRS B NHERREE O BEATAS— S THRAE L TW A 2 E 2 MEH L Tw® 20
720, 7o uREATLHEMICIE TAM] BLXOEELIHHICA R a N2 5
CERBLDEVHIERERE O 2. EIUTEOR LI THED - 286120, 4%
HWIRICHETZBRZHE L CHEOBIEZ M2 &) BosT 35 ZAMBUF 2 H IR S .
AFTayIThEZIT AN

LA L. 28475 OBEMERZ D <o TREME OB RIS N7z, KEMAMEO A
IS L ZBEMFEERELZOICH L. AF Y I EEICENITEOF % BE
TOMRAZ AF L aANBEICHOLREZETIRL, AF VAR EHLMETAF IO
NFBEFEN SN 2L OFZ 2RI L6, FTHMEZEET L X3 afFifiL K
EREHRBEAFRREZEZmTHIEE LTW, ZOME, EITAOHFANEILE SN
I, AF TV IBFEIEOMIBOREA O/ EMY)BEITHEMEZET A LIZE>TW
720 B, HIHE L RARO RRICHLENAE L2546, MEOREINEEEICTEh
BREELVIDPAF Y AMDERTH 572" 7272, ZoOMEEZD o TIRAFY bt
BAWIHOERI NIz X)) - 71 3 (Manuel Tello) WWERE X T FH5 2D
7 5§ RESERAND T T b A I 2 MRICHE L. 2T B ORBEICBIT S A %
YAMOBEMN BRI EMEEZMEICR )AL L) FRLZDOIHL, TVTIx Y - 7T

1D Memorandum by Robert E. Wilson of the Mexican Affairs Division, March 4, 1949, file 811.504
Mexico/3-449, RG 59, NA.

8 The Ambassador in Mexico (Thurston) to the Secretary of State, March 4, 1949, file 811.504
Mexico/3-449, RG 59, NA.

19 VMemorandum by Robert E. Wilson of the Mexican Affairs Division, March 4, 1949, file 811.504
Mexico/3-449, RG 59, NA.

50 Thid.
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(Alfonso Guerra) % &, MOEERZAFRRAERZZ ZFHL TV VR, A F Y ad%
OB T 2 S0 EIE L H D 5 2 &) KEMA S OMME 2T TAF Y
INEE L. SRR TR L 2 WA 1m0 70 H W 2 i [ o #4283 24 3512
LB HiEICER D & W) I TREZR 2 % ANz

BEBOMBEIZOVTIE, AFVIBHFHNTOHERIZ LTVt EZONL, A%y
INBE L. EBET OB I EE ST & LM ROBEERG IR 2 BN, EE 5 i
N7 TOREEZ R L T2 The 2, 2 F ¥ afiftRIZESE A S 100 < A VL
FEENZZZVEY Y 3, BEYFLA, FLA U REEME LTREL, DL TOREEIIZ—
B U TR Uit 720> SafAId, BT B OREEHER 2 0 <o TA S ¥ ans R L2720,
COMFEIZOWTRENZ A F ¥ IRISHEZE L. 1949 4E 6 HISHT I E DR A DT L 72>
MEOHLZICRMOAE LR L-ERE LT, FTREORERBEDOHNETAF Y
I NG HEDOREMBF OB Z KDL FEDNEE > T2 eDVHIFHN 5, S EFNT
. 7 Iku - Sus g AMTEHEN RSO DB L CELRLENEGERROEHICES
WSS SN Tz, 72, AFLRCIOZER L TV 7z A F ¥ a NGB 538 A~ K
EEAE ) RS AR E R AL S8 nwE v, KEHIOEND —~HNTHo72EE 2D
néo%)

1949 4 8 H 1 HIAZH AL L7228 8 &, ZEARMITITHTAE 2 H ORI HE D W T W29,
DT OETHER > Tz,

1. EEBCABE L EHEOSPLIEE LR AL (B8 35),

2. 75 u~OENTEERET HAFARERZORBEZRDDL (565

U The Ambassador in Mexico (Thurston) to the Secretary of State, April 14, 1949, file 811504
Mexico/4-1449, RG 59, NA. [TV - 7SV Fiff] Dk, A ¥ aEWN TG 20 L L7238 Iin 7T
tu - 7ur S AHkEANORE % FEW L CT\w/z. Confederacion de Trabajadores de México to Miguél
Aleman, April 12, 1949, Exp. 546.6/1-32, AGN.

52) Robert E. Wilson to A. W. Motley, April 22, 1949, file 811.504 Mexico/4-2049, RG 59, NA; Robert
Goodwin to Paul ]J. Reveley of the Mexican Affairs Division, May 9, 1948, file 811.504 Mexico/5-949,
RG 59, NA.

%) Horacio Teran, “Sintesis de los puntos basicos que contendra el acuerdo internacional para la
contratacion de trabajadores agricolas mexicanos que vayan a prestar sus servicios a los Estados
Unidos de Norteamerica,” February 3, 1949, Exp. 546.6/1-32, AGN.

) Proposed Agreement to Govern the Employment of Mexican Agricultural Workers in the
United States, April 21, 1949, file 811.504 Mexico/4-2149, RG 59, NA; The Ambassador in Mexico
(Thurston) to the Secretary of State, May 3, 1949, file 811. 504 Mexico/5-349, RG 59, NA.

%) The Ambassador in Mexico (Thurston) to the Secretary of State, June 14, 1949, file 811. 504
Mexico/6-1449, RG 59, NA. e 8. EBHEIIME)T L OPHEICBNT, A3 IIHRIET A M ToOI 3
SEEICH D T A NI EDSHEIAL ) 2072 FiR L T b, Kirstein, “Anglo over Bracero,” 154.

%) Department of State to American Embassy in Mexico, D.F, June 9, 1949, RG 59, file 811504
Mexico/6-949, RG 59, NA.

57 “Acuerdo sobre la contratacion de trabajadores agricolas mexicanos. Celebrado por canje de
notas fechadas en la Ciudad de México, el 1 de agosto de 1949,” Tratados ratificados y convenios
ejecutivos celebrados por México, Tomo 11, 1948 Segunda Parte -1949 (México, D.F.: Secretaria de Rela-
ciones Exteriores, 1972): 305-24.
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3. WEDETITHEEN (ZVEY s, EVFLA, ML Y) 23 (885),

COHRTELLICEEROD, 1949 4E 8 H OB LI IEABICAE L. REWNIC
BMESTWAEAF Y INFEEEZNGE LA LINETH 5720 TOHMIZ, HEED
B - BB ML L . BEEAOLER P C L I EBEE R ORI EF R T HZ LT
Hotzo TTICMAARORERE I 19494 1 HiZ, [TV - v Fifk | Dt b RENICEE T 5
FEAHEAEZEND —FITAEBEON G L VI B TEBENTWZY 512, HHED
89 5\, FEE OMAIREZ &2 DRENO WD % 2RO EHE] I3 LTh 2+
YANFEBHEORMEBDLINE L o TV COFHEIZLS>TTFFHAANDT T L1
BANEDONTDTH b,

BHUIC

1949 41558 OFHRE T 72 KW ERA 7R B E O M F 13 85 5 AR ROFIELY
M 2 MBI, EBEEZBZ -9 B0 AHILE 2R 2 KEHNOB) X 1253 % A
ZBWT—HL T, DEommallE 2729 2T WS B 0fEIR L W9 LR BIH
Kb 722 b oTHED 7910 - 7075 A5k L2 ENE DU TR L2V,

#1 ORI, REWBFIE T I - 7075 A5 IESERBRROBNZ IS 2 ME—
DOFEFTRERFERLMED T TV I2Z L THo72, AF Va0 LKENOIFEEGERBRIL,
B S K BHOBEFIETH ), BEIIZV o ZIMEREINE L) Xk o720 45245
Tk R7z2 & 912, EBHAICB 5 A2 a AFEEoRmEfId, FEEZMmAIHY LT
WISRERBRBLRR A F 2 aNBEICE KA Z R Tz, KEINTER - X8 S
N72EDA XY aMOEBER T2 SENM L. KEWICRES 2 & % W EBUFIERhIE L 725
S572DTH5b,

E20ERE LT, KENIZIZT I X0 - 70r 5 A0BIL L EEEZ iz 7258 B E)
DOHFEM %2 KD BB HPPR AL TV DRI TE 5, EEH ORI E 2%
LE L72Z0HI)E, BRI T REREMHRBREEL = EOITBUFICS B 2o
TWizo RBICHAZKRBWHEOHYE L, 71 - 7077 A0HKHE ik
IRV 2 PO IR R AEZE O A L LHINT % L oB&zianTni,

72720 1949 fEDIBE D IE A AEZ OBEIIM A BT 22 LIl RSN S K9 IT, kK
B EOMNAE - EEEHHLYE OB EIZERICT T a - T s T 235 BB E
DFEE LCTIEAMHEL A Do 203N TH D, LI L, BTz %r72
MR EE ORI 2 K L CEBEZMOFH - AHEHIRShTwizzo, 79 %
O 7ar77h%@LTAF LI ANKRENTEENICHRT T 2203 2 DN E
ROWNZEHT 5 TEIAE L 2o 7200 Fha8 -« B Z A Y 3 1382 RFH o 26 54k
ZRFE LoD TOFEME 1940 FRKDEBETIIE > TV h o720 TH b,

%) Memorandum by Embassy of Mexico, January 5, 1949, file 811.504 Mexico/1-549, RG 59, NA.

%) Calavita, Inside the State, 34-36. 1946 4O EI 55 ¥ fibk B ORRUL 1,352 AT - 7245, 1950 41213
LIIO AMCE THA L7ze COW, KREERZHYT 5B E OHUE 1950 £ ORI T 700 AFEETH o
720 WEFIEBIZOWTWABREOBIZEER 1,600 1 b (2560 ¥ 1) O RKBEBEEMEKT 140 AFEE
THo7zE 9, Garcla, Operation Wetback, 116-17.
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1954 4F: 3 A S N 721 5E TIREBE TOREDED SN 720 € 512, [1-100 # — F
DFANZ Lo TT 7 ud AEFH & OfFIAPBH SNz TDH— F& 7 F 2 a s ift
T572OEN LB LB RRENOHESLETH Y BT [fhkk] #2285
L. WHEH L IR ELEATES X1 0720TH 5.0 20 &) ICEEMICAE
L7z AF a2 NS LTRER RIS E S s —F, FEEZIE Yoy M3y 716
(“Operation Wetback”) & LTSNS, BRIFILFEIC X 2IEFEBRO KB LI
PEMEENT2P 7500 AEMRN & IGEBROMIERAL X F > ahb0BR
xS A REOBSR O & 7o 7288 L LT, 1950 481X S I ER RO Bk
BL7RDYICT I e LTREICAS X F 2 a N3 L (2 3H),
Dz Ry, KREBRIFBLRIC X 2 EEZ0 & EAEB RO F ) 25mibs
=0 KEWNOFBMNITFEEL A X2 aENOMKBEFEZH/2 320 CB8%HE 7
A b T=h—OBRERDL L VI REMEDHEHE, 7Iku - Tur 72088 %
WMUTHV L2 DE VR LS T2, 1040 FERBEISEA Sh RSB RO AL
HEE 1, 1986 AERIRIEICE o TR ADICKE LR TER SN 2D TH %,

x T77tO0BLVHEEEIBROAEL: 1942-645F

77 aiEll B e YN 77 ot e YN

X5 AEH (EHHER) X% A (&4 E )
1942 4,203 5,100 1954 309,033 1075,168
1943 52,098 8,189 1955 398,650 242,608
1944 62,170 26,689 1956 445,197 72422
1945 49,454 63,602 1957 436,049 44,451
1946 32,043 91,456 1958 432,857 37,242
1947 19,632* 182,986 1959 437,643 30,196
1948 35,345 179,385 1960 315,846 29,651
1949 107,000 278,538 1961 291,420 29,817
1950 67,500 485,215 1962 194978 30,272
1951 192,000 500,000 1963 186,865 39,124
1952 197,000 543,538 1964 177,736 43,844
1953 201,380 865,318

Hid : Patricia Morales, Indocumentados mexicanos. Causas y razones de la migracion laboral. Segunda Edicion
(México, D.F.: Editorial Grijalbo, 1989), 226, Cuadro xxv.

1947 S5 1950 SE F TO 7 7 L u il & A AEF OB IL. KRETHZE I N 2RICHD TIERD
R % A TZ57M8 OE R T AT W v, FERITIE, 1947 4EH 5 1949 4 F T 34EMIC 14 75 2,000 A
DOIEEEAFEE B EBAL S N7z (Craig, The Bracero Program, 67) o

60" Craig, The Bracero Program, 122-23.

8D Calavita, Inside the State, 87-95.

62 [z v Moy 2R ] OO WTidGarcia, Operation Wetback, Chs. 6-9 % &, %5, [
v Ny 7] BIEKRENCIEGEAET A2 AF YA ANERITERTH S,





