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Summary

This paper examines the social conditions of Mexican American youths of
the 1940s, particularly of a group known as the pachucos. Pachuco is a term that
refers to working-class Mexican American male youths who wore zoot suits in
southwestern cities during the 1940s. Often seen as gangsters by mainstream
Los Angeles the pahucos became increasingly marginalized in the city.

Thirty years later during the 1970s many ethnic groups began to undergo
a phenomenon known as ethnic revival or an awakening of their own ethnicity.
Under this influence, some Mexican American intellectuals and artists such
as Luis Valdez and Ruben Salazar recognized the pachuco as the origin of
Mexican American consciousness.

Why did some Mexican Americans of the 1970s equate the pachucos
with their ethnic origin in spite that they were terribly feared and despised a
generation ago? There were several Mexican heroes such as Pancho Villa and
Emiliano Zapata who could be used as the origin of ethnic consciousness. But
why did the pachucos feature as the roots of this ethnic awakening?

This paper deals with this question by looking at the relationship between
pachucos and other ethnic groups in Los Angeles during the 1940s. It does
so, by analyzing two historical incidents that involved pachucos: the Sleepy
Lagoon murder in 1942 and the Zoot Suit Riots of 1943.
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5 Sleepy Lagoon Defense Committee Records, 1942-1945, Department of Special Collections,
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to Latin Jazz: Mexican Americans, Popular Music, and Urban Culture in Los Angeles, 1940-1965" (Ph.
D. diss., University of Michigan, 2001), 41.
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AT e BbN I BREFNOIREEIIFHE > Tize T/ 194243 H. BUFIZ B
A= =T A4 ORZHHETHL-85 2584 Lzd NFa—azbldlh
BT LD o 72 HEHOND L, B RS TR A E2 Y 58 F 2 — IIH LT,
WA 2 B HE T o 72,

2. X— b Z—=YDOELK

(1) [#bh] OX—b: 2=V

Y+ L7 (José Antonio Villarreal) & [KF 3] (Pocho, 1959) T. 1940 4E{LIZ
AN TANZTEEBPOT Y7 7 FIIBHLTCE 3 F2a—aD—[MIZonT, KO X
IR T WV 5,

W Griffith, American Me, 46.

1) )8F 2 —aoKFIE, 12-25 OEZ TH o720 “De la represion al éxito,” Tiempo, 30 de octubre
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