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® Kim-An Lieberman, “Virtually Vietnamese: Nationalism on the Internet,” in Asian America.Net:
Ethnicity, Nationalism, and Cyberspace, ed. by Rachael C. Lee, and Sau-ling Cynthia Wong (New York:
Routledge, 2003), 71-97.

¥ Hue-Tam Ho Tai, The Country of Memory: Remaking the Past in Late Socialist Vietnam (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2001), 228-229.
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 Tai, The Country of Memory, 228.
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P Tai, The Country of Memory, 228. 12X % & D, FIOFEI TiE “The Day of Anguish” 7% &, Sonni
Efron, “The Day of Anguish,” Los Angels Times, A Special Report, May 1, 1990, Times Orange County.

® Tai, The Country of Memory, 228.
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“Vietnam Wars”: Movement Against Communism and
Socialist Republic of Vietnam
in Vietnamese American Communities

{Summary)

Ayako Sahara

From the time when the American evacuation of Vietnam began in April 1975, at the end of
Vietnam War, about one hundred thirty thousand Vietnamese refugees fled their country. The
flows of people did not stop there. As the situation in former Indochina worsened, more and
more people left. Many of them resettled in the United States, from which they have been op-
posing the Government of the Social Republic of Vietnam (SRV). The purpose of this paper is
to explain their attitudes towards the SRV, describe how those attitudes were formed, and dis-
cuss what they imply.

There were no existing indigenous ethnic communities that Vietnamese refugees could rely
on after they arrived in the U.S., so once they had settled on the U.S. soil, they built several
communities across the U.S. from scratch. :

The existence of Vietnamese communities recreated Vietnamese identities in America, with
a strong tendency towards anti-communism, because the Communists had occupied their
homeland. The Vietnamese in America perceived themselves as exiles, or expatriates. Some
of them claimed that they wanted to go back to their country and fight back against the regime.
That sort of idea was not simply expressed in on their community papers. Rather some anti-
communist and anti-SRV groups that insisted on overthrowing the Communist government in
Vietnam and building a new democratic nation were formed in the 1980s. But the force of this
movement has waned and different kind of groups that try to promote Vietnamese political ac-
tivism in America have been formed, with the purpose of stablilizing their status as an ethnic
minority in the U.S.

Vietnamese and Vietnamese Americans in the U.S. have reconstructed their ethnic identities
through remembering their own history. Their political activities suggest that the Vietnam
War was not simply a war between Vietnam and the U.S.





