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Changes in Kelly Link’s Fantasy

KUBOKI Tatsuya

This paper explores how Kelly Link’s stories have been changing, focusing on
paranormal beings such as ghosts, wizards and aliens that appear in four of her stories, “The
Specialist’s Hat™ (1998), “Louise’s Ghost™ (2001), “The Wizards of Perfil” (2006) and “The
Surfer” (2008). The paper basically discusses three points. First, in the first two earlier stories
the paranormal beings are depicted concretely, while in the latter two those beings are
represented abstractly, often just reported or rumored in conversation. Second, the earlier
stories are centered around problems in human relationships such as families, friends and
lovers, but the later two stories describe. in addition to those relationships, disasters such as
wars and pandemics. Third, because of these differences the paranormal beings in the first
two stories alienate the protagonists from their relations, with the result that the protagonists
finally find how to be themselves, while in the later works the paranormal beings link the

protagonist to society.



