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How To Cross the Border

YANAGIHARA Takaatsu

In this survey research I describe the way by which, in recent books, both fiction and
nonfiction, people cross the US-Mexican border. This survey, [ hope, will be the first step for further
research on the function of displacement as a metaphor for the contemporary times. If exile has been
functioning in literature as a kind of trope figuring modernity, will various travels described in recent
literary works be taken as representations of the world today (let’s say globalized days)? This is my
starting point.

Three literary works as well as one scholarly work on Mexican history are discussed here.
The first book examined is Missing, a novel by Chilean writer Alberto Fuguet (2011). The
protagonist- narrator Fuguet looks for his uncle lost (desaparecido) somewhere in the USA in the
late 1980s. The novel can be read as a displacement (or a disarticulation) of Costa-Gavras’ film
whose title the novel borrows. But as for the displacement (that is, travel across the border) of people
there is nothing to point out. Carlos Fuguet, the missing, went from Chile to the USA without any
difficulty.

In contrast, Marlon, protagonist of Jorge Franco’s novel Paraiso Travel (2002), had a lot of
trouble in traveling all the way from Columbia to the USA. And hardships he suffered in crossing
the desert spread over the borderlands is much like those borne by Mexican “indios™ reported by
Shimizu in his ethnographic research.

The case of Ricardo Laverde, in Juan Gabriel Véasquz’ novel El ruido de las cosas al caer
(2011), concerns smuggling of drugs. Ricardo is a pilot and he transports drugs from Columbia to
America by his own airplane. With a bribe to the controllers at the airport, his travel is safe. But once

arrested, some years in prison await him.



