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Kiss and Bliss

FUKUSHIMA Nobuhiro

In this paper, we discuss the close ties between kiss and bliss that appear in Western
literature.

As seen in Jorge Luis Borges’ later poem “Himno” (Hymn), kisses have the same
magical power to adults as the miraculous kisses in the tales for children like Sleeping Beauty
or Snow White.

A reprise of the well-known precocious kiss in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is found
in Rani jadi (Early Sorrows), Yugoslavian writer Danilo Ki3’s 1970 novel. Kis reveals a kind
of happiness that can only be derived from a sense of guilt.

In Marcel Proust’s 4 la recherche du temps perdu (In Search of Lost Time), the
narrator enacts a paradox about kiss and bliss: to intensify the sense of happiness in a desired
kiss, he even attempts to postpone its realization. In the end, the narrator kisses Albertine on
the cheek, only to discover that the kiss is a far cry from the romantic kiss he has long dreamt
it would be.

19th-century Brazilian poet Olavo Bilac’s sonnet “Um beijo” (A Kiss) illuminates
another paradox about kiss and bliss: a supreme kiss leaves behind a sense of unhappiness,
because afterward only lesser happiness can be felt. John Keats’ “Ode on a Grecian Urn”
seems to provide a solution to this problem: what yields an eternal sentiment, or rather
presentiment, of bliss is the moment just before kissing.

Finally, from 18th Italian sculptor Antonio Canova’s Amore e Psiche (Amor and
Psyché), we can draw out another solution: what gives us an eternal taste, or rather aftertaste

of bliss is the moment just after kissing.

— 136 —



