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Though every student ofAmerican Literatureis at one time or other

encouraged to readⅧe Custom-House"-eSPeCialbrthe passage aboutthe

SO-Cal1ed"moonlit-Parlor"-tOleamHawthome'sclassicdennitionofromanCe,

thelatentcomple3dtyofthisprehceto meScarZetLetterseemstohavebeen

givenlittlenoticeinthe pastHawthome criticismuntilrecently.NinaBaym

OnCeinsightfu11ysaidthatⅦleCustom-House''isa"commentaq"(Shqpe124)
On TTleScarletLetter,･its

su句ect being theliberation ofan entrapped

imagination,aPattemWhich,Sheclaimed,is払ithfulbrfo1lowedintheensuing

narrative;however,SOmereCentStudies showthatthis prehceis hrmore

PrOblematic and deceitfu1than major criticsincludingBaym havelong

assumed･MichaelDa勇ttBell,forexamPle,argueS thatthe"moonlit-parlor

PaSSage…doesn'tquitemakesense"inthat,ratherincongruOuSaSaCOmment

froma"romanCe"wdter,thepassageseemstocelebratetheimaginativequality

ihherentonlyintheo句ectsarOundhim,nOtinllLsowTlimagination(38-40).

¶山spreface.w山chitsnarratorprofbssesiswdttenundertheurgeofhis

unuSual"autobiographicalimpulse"(Ⅰ:3),then,SurebThides sometTling･This

essay's o叫ectiveis
to present one possible autobiographicalspeculation

COnCeⅢ血gtheimpactofthedeathofHⅣtborne'smotherinAngust18490n

Hawth0rn'sp$yChe,inordertoidentifythissoT7WtTliTTgaSthehidden"inmost"

PartOfhismindimmediatebrbeforehestartedtowdte77wScαrletLetteT:his

groundbreakingnovelpublishedin February1850,Which,Iwouldlike to

SuggeSthere,muSthavebeenmadepossibleatallbyasortofrevolutioninhis

artisticviewthatwas dramatical1ybrought aboutbyhisbelovedmother's

death,andwhicb,furthermore,isitseUa dramatization ofthe supposed

revolu也On.

F汀St.1etusclarifythenatureofths"revolution･"
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Hawthornehasbeenrightfu11yconsideredtobethetypeofwdterwhohad

inhsmindsomethingtheological1yormoralbrde丘nitetosay.CriticshaⅦlong

identi凸edthis"something"moreorlessassomestrongsenseofuniversalguilt

derived ffomthe Calvinist doctrine ofPredestination:anaCute SenSibility

towardwhatMelvil1ecal1eda"greatpowerofblackness"(243).C血Iismhad

OnCebeenthe spiritualmainstayofmanyofthe earlyAmericancolonies,

especialbrinNewEnglandwhereHaw也0rneWaStObebomandbred;butit
hadbeguntobeobsoleteand fbrgottensince aroundthelate eighteenth

CenturywiththeongoingsecularizationoftheAmericanCultureandpoliticsas

awhole.Againstits"dark''viewthathumanSarea11sinnersandtherefore

Shouldalwaysbeseverelyrepentant,emergentUnitarianism,forexample,

WhichlaterinfluencedEmerson,swidely-aCCeptedTranSCendentalistwayof

thinking,urgedthepeopletothinkthattheydidnotalwayshavetobe so

"pessimistic"asthepastPuritanSWereinordertobereligiousatal1･Withthe

COmmenCementOfso-CalledJacksonian
Democracyinthelate1820's,the

AmericanPeOPle almostunanimouslyplungedinto the age ofenormous

economicandindustrialexpanSionandthe concomitantSPiritual1iberation

ffomthe old.religiouslyrestrainingworld-View･TheyoungHawthorne,

politicallyaJacksonian,Ofcoursesharedmuchofthispredominantairof

democracyandse掛relianCeOfthe･time;heⅥ吼SOfcourseanAmericanCitizen

W山血gtoliueαnd匝e･1

ToanotherpartofHaw也ome,however･manyaSPeCtSOfthiswholetrendof

`lsecularization"lookedsomehowinanelyoptimistic.HisrealisticalbTinsightfu1

understandingofAmerica'shistoryamPlydisplayedinhisnctionshowsthat

fromhisearlyapprenticeshipheneverceasedtofacesquarelythenation's

PaSt,eSpeCial1yitsguiltyaspects･Hiscontemporaries,Whoseemedtohave

forgottenthatthecountryisfoundedontremendousguiltandthatsomepart

ofhumannatureisalwaysin占crutabbrdafk,therefore,Weremerebrthe"stupid"

Publictohim･Thus,hisaTtLsticcorrvIctiontendedmoreandmoretowardthe

universalandalmostreligious"truth"-"universaiguilt,"thatis-,pOWerfu1け
distanCinghisartisticinterestsffomhisimmediateandpersonalsurroundings,

includinghisownSeCulardesires,Whichheasa払舟唱perSOninevitablycraved

for;aCCOrdingly.hispsychewassphtseriouslybetweenthesecularandthe

religious,WhichIthinkiswelldemonstrated･forexamPle･in'VrheMaypoleof
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MerryMount,"oneofhisearけal1egoriesinwhichtwohfe-Celebratingyouths

Sadlyyetresolutelyabandontheirlibertine secularpleasures underthe

rehgiousguldanCeOfastemyetunderstandingPuritan,Endicott･

¶leyOungHadhome'sassumedrelationshipbFtWeentheartistandthe

Public,then,Canbe comparedtothatbetweentheunapPreCiated"prophet"

Whois divhebrentruSted両ththe tmthandtheignorantmaSS Ofpeople;aS

Harry加nwrOte,"Hadomedidnotaltogetherputministrybehindwbenhe

r句ecteditas apossible cal1ing"【42)･Histalesmostlypublishedbefore The

ScarktLetterare什aughtwith'thesekindsofartists,mi血SterS,OutCaSt阜,and

inte皿ectualswbobysomechanCeSeize,Orareforcedagainsttheirw皿tograsp,

a kind ofhorrible truth-the doctrine ofPredetermination-that,in asharP

COntraSt,the"ignorant"contemporarypubliccannotappreciateorevensuspect

atal1.In¶1eMinister'sBlackVeil,廿averycharaCteristicHadorneanegOry,

theprotagonist-mirdsterwearingablackveilforgod-knows-What-p叩OSedies

averylonelyandmystifyhgdeath.plungingthewholeunknowingcongregation
intosheerdismay.

Hawtbome'sdisguiseddeclarationintheprehceto"Rappacini'sDaughter,"

anotheral1egorywdttenalmost20yearSafterⅧeMaypole:'ofhis-inveterate

love"降91)ofal1egorymustbeunderstoodinthiscontext;al1egoryis,afteral1.

traditional1yaformOfliteratureforedifyingpeopleinsomedennltevalues,

especial1y reI也tousones.TheChristiandidacticismdevelopedwithintheso-

Cal1ed"sentimentalnovels"thenpopularamOngthepublic,Whosesettingsare

usual1ymatter-Of-factcontemporaryscenes,WaS Ofcourseideologica11yvery

COnServativeandpro-middle-Class-Victorianthatblindlyupheldthedominant

SeCularⅤalues,focusingmainlyondomesticideals;nOmatterWhathisactual

ideologicalpreftrencesmayhavebeen,then,aStOthiskindof魚ctionhemust

havethought:T7TytrutTlisofanaltogetherdi鮎rentorderfromthetrsLPeがCぬI

didacticisTTLJustasHesterontheoutskirtsoftheSalemvillagethihksabout

theredemptionofallofwomahkind,SOheprobablythought,CharaCteristical1y

Aforaself-Sty1edhermit-PrOPhet,thathistruthhadtobeseriousbrconcerned
With thehrbiggerproblemofthe aupeqpte's absolution,despisingand

bemoaningthe..low"tasteofthecontemporaTyPublicfurther･

2

IthasbeeninmanywaysexplainedwhyHaQorneWaSeVerSOCOnVinced

inhisartistic"mission."ThemostwidebTaCCePtedwayisofcoursetoconnect
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the situation directlywithhis outstandingPuritan ancestry.Thoughhis

religious stanCetOWzLrdPuritanicalvalueshasbeenconsideredtobehighly

ambiguous,aShedeclaredin1857thatthe"spiritofmyPuritananCeStOrSWaS

mightyinme''(ⅩⅥ:451)he atleasthad astrongsenseofbeingadirect

descendantOfoneofthemost"important''Puritanhmi1iesinthehistoryof

America･Itmightbebecause,then,withouthisrealfatherwhohaddiedwhen

hewasfour,theyoungHadorneStrOnglyidenti丘edhimselfimaginativelywith

these"important''patemalanCeStOrSinthepast,regardingthemashis``ego-

ideals"inFreudiantermS.TYlis"pride"inhisPuritananCeStry,alongwiththe

Shamefu1knowledgehe acquiredafterhisgraduationffomBowdoinofhis

anCeStOrS'pastatrocities-thepersecutionofthe9uakersand thepresiding

OVertheSalemWitchTHals-,theexplanationgoes,muSthavecultivatedinhis

mindanrmCOrrVictionastotherelevanCyOfthe doctrineofPredestination.

Mostofthem勾OrCritics,withFrederic Crewsattheheadofthelist,have

arguedmoreorlessinthishne(Crews36-7).2

WhileIagreetotheoveral1relevanCyOfthesetraditionalunderstandings,

however,hereIwoulddaretOSPeCulatethat,inviewofmanyCircumstanCeSI

wi11discusslater.thewholeproblemmusthave hadits sourcemoreinhis

tmmediateandprivatecircumstancesthanin such overtlyexpressed,yet

nonethelesshopelessly abstractones as his pastPuritanheritage andhis

emotionalattachmenttoit.

AsI･tOuCheduponabove,Hadornelosthishtherataverye叫age;a

reticentandsternSailor,hishtherdied abroadinSurinamOfyellowfbver.

Directbrafterward,hismother,unCOnVentionalevenbythestandardsofthe

Sailors'widowsinthosedays,almostcompletelywithdrewtoherroom.denying

herselfalmostarwkindofsociety.TYlisalmost"Hindoo-1ike"U.Hawth0rne4)

SelLlnegationv"ualbTlastedformorethanfortyyearSuntiltheendofherlife
in1849,immediatelybeforeH射れbomeregularlystartedwdting77wScarlet

Letter;untilthen,Hawth0rnealmostalwayslivedwithherunderthesamerOOf

with somebriefexceptions here andthere.Thoughitis certainthatthis

behaviorofhis mother's musthave had adeepimpactonthe character

formationoftheyoungH射止borne,theastoundingscarcityofHadorne's

directepistolaryandjournalremarksinhis adulthood abouthermakesit

almostimpossibletoknowhisactualfeelingstowardthesituation･Stil1,Nina

BaymreaSOnabけSuggeStSthatthissurprisingscarCityitselfimpliesatleasthis

StrOngfbelings toward hismother("Mother"4);indeed,hisboyhoodletters

amplysuggestthathewas agentleboyalways seemingtocare abouthis
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mother,Who was chronicallyilland not always very demonstrativeln her

afftction toward him.Asis
often discussedin the case ofFaulkner,Whois

reputed to have sufftred a similar sense ofalienation ftom his proudly

undemonstrative mother,We Canatleast assume mOre Orless herethat this

kind ofemotionaldistance from the mother might generate a serious

COmplicationinthechild'sOedipalentryintothesu句ect.3
Then.hereitwouldbe

possibletopsychoanalyticalbTSPeCulatethat.with
hisbelovedmotheralwaysunderthe same rOOf,SOpuritanicdlydenyingnot

OnlyherownSeCularPleasuresindefbrencetoherdeceasedhusbandbutalso

COnSequentlythelove HaⅥ止horne aS a Child reasonably sought,the'young
Hawthorne sTlOuldhave harbored a desperateTleedto give her a kind of

"compensation"forhergriefthavingfai1edintheattempt,hecouldhaveended

upvicariouslydesiringtoinflictonhimselfinstead the samekind ofascetic

TeStTuiTttOnanythingsecular,yOung,andalive,aSthecouplein｢もeMaypole"

areratherambivalentlyordered tobyEndicott.4BiographiesamPlyindicate

thatHawthomewashotonbrgentleandcaringbutalsotemperamental1yvery

activeandcheerfu1inhisbqyhood;ifso,themoreactiveandhealthyheftlt

himselftobe.andthemorepityhetookonhismother,theguiltferhecould

have unconsciouslyftlt,howevergT･atuitousitmayhavebeen;Onthe other

hand･aCCOrdinglyhemustalsohavecultivatedinhlmanチCuteantagOnism

towardtheblatantbr"optimistic"出rofthethenpredorminantAmericanCulture･
FurthermOre,ifhis motherwas actuallythus responsible fbrhislift-long

Obsessionwithguilt,thenitisnottotalbTimpossiblethattheyoungHaw也ome
fe1tsomevaguedesfTeatleasttodesert.orintheworstcaseevenka!her,just

as Hesterftlt toward Pearl,COmplicatinghls already-eXistingftelings of

unfoundedguiltfurther.Thecasemighthavebeentheonebetterunderstood

moreorlessinthecontexヒOfJuliaKdsteva'stheoryof"a句ection,'inwbicha

Child develops extremely ambivalent ftelings toward the motherwhois

OVerPOWeringinherinfluenceonthechild.56

A托erheleamedwhat"feminism"thenburgeoningintheAmericanCultural

1andscapewas,hisfeelingstowardhis血0ther,Whomusthaveseemedtohim

tow山ing&drownherselfinthetypicalVictorianPatriarChalsystem,muSthave
become

stillfurther complicated.7Her self-negating retirement could be

attributedtomanypossiblecircumStanCeSnOW,yetitisveryprobablethat,at

leastin Hawtborne'simaginationatsomepointinhisyouth,itshouldhave

beenlinked primari1ywiththe"ignominious"hctthat,ratherrare bythe

practicesoftheday,Shewasalreadypregnantatthetimeofthewedding8;the
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hctactual1yseemstohavebeenconsideredbyherhusband'sfhmdy,eSPeCial&

bythewomen-theharShandproudHathomewomenofdirectPudtan0rigin-

,a$anOutrightsexualdevianCy,andsheapparentlywasvirtual1ybanished
bothemotion山1yand魚nanCialbr打omthefhmily:eXaCtlywhatHesterPryme

experienced on far harsher termsin her relationship with the Boston

COmmunity.Inthiscontext,then,his own丘rmartistic"pride"itselfthatwe

discussedintheprevioussectioncouldhavetriggeredinhispsycheacritical

PrOblem:hisownSeVerely"hierarChical"viewoftheworldcouldhavebeenfe1t

tohimtobetheverysameSe虹righteousneSSthattheHathomeshadcruelbr

Showntowardhismother.Inaline ofthiskindofreasoning,he could have

evenfeltthatitwasnootherthanhehimselfthathadbeenresponsibleforher

SeClusion.

ThefundamentaltouchofhisimaginativewdtingsasIdiscussedinthe

PreVious sectlonremainedalmostthe samefor,SurPrisingly,mOrethan20

years･Itls ratherimprobablethatsuchanabstractproblemashis distant

PudtananCeStOrS…wrOng-doings"couldlead山mtobuildupaconvictiontllis

丘rmand consistent,OrratheranObsessfoTL,eXCePtmOre Orlessin such a

COnteXtaSIspeculateduponabove;aSHenryJameSOnCeintuitivelysaid,his

PuritanPaStWaSPrObablyinitselftooabstractanissuetobetrutybindingand

POignanttOhispsyche.9Indeed,unlike Faulkner,forexample,Whose wTlOle

eTIL,ironmeTlt,immediate or distant,WaSliterally bouTldto the past,in

Hadome'scasethepersonwhoseemedtohimtobewbollyobsessedwiththe

PaStWaSOnbrhismother;aSWenOtedearlier,the erMronmentinwhichhe

actually spent most ofhislife was on the whole characterized byits

increasingbrliberatingairofdemocracyandself-relianCe･10
Allthisand other textualevidenceIwiu discusslater considered,Iwould

liketoventuretosuggestherethatatleastoneofthemostimportantthings

Which some fTltegralpartQFTtLspsycTleWantedwas to corLSOtehis mother,

throughtheexplorationofthereasonwhyhisfatherhadtodiesoearbrandhis

motherTudtogetherselfsosecluded,andthatheatsomepointinhise訂1yhft

COuldhavebeenledtohalfbetiet)eitwasal1becausehiswholehmiけ's"blood,"
including ofcourse

his hther's or hisrown,WaS SOmellOWtainted-eVen

"cursed,"asitwere-throughits pastwrOng-doings.11Thisirrationalyet

PSyChoanalytical1yreasonableaccusationtowardhis払mily'sbloodcouldhave

VeryeaSibTeXtendeditselftoincludeasitso句ectthecomplacentcontemporary

AmericanCitizensintheirergoymentOfsecularpleasures,▲Whichhismother

and hebothftltdestinedto suppress:hewanted to strikebackagainstthe
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POntempOraryWOddthatseemedtohimtobemere抄indi飴renttohismother's

plight･12Ⅵ叫entheseprivateconcemswerecombinedwithhisliteraqambitlon

OrOthercircumstanCeSSurrOundingit,1tcouldhaveplungedhimabstracuy

intothe"missionimpossible"to咋TDt)ethebasicnatureofwholehuman1dnd

with his pen.just as Hester'sprit)atelove toward Dimmesdale gorged her

furtherabstractbrintoerrvisioningthe"hopelesstask"ofsavingl'thewbolerace

Ofwomanhood.1Ⅰ:205)13

WhatⅥ杷Shouldnotforgethereisthat,aSWealreadysaw,anOtherpartof

hispsychemusthave desperatelywantedtobe打eeftomallofthese highly

demandingtasks;thesecamothavebeentheonlythingsthathe,nOdoubta

personofordinaqwishestoergoysecular1ifeasanAmericanCitizen,Wanted

todo.Themostimportantthinghereis,however,thatHadome probabbT

COuldneverhavebeenawareOfthesecircumstanCeSinanyoQiectft)eWay.The

Very SCarCityofhis public remarksbotbonhismotherand fatherseems to

indicate thatthe problem ofhis relationshipwith
his parents musthave

remained so delicate that a11through hislift he could notpossiblyhave

handledorhceditdirectbr,OreVenthathecouldnothaveeventhoughtitwas

evertheproblematal1,untilhismotheractualbrdied:ifhewantedtobelieve
thathis"love"towardhismotherwasredly"genuine,"never"tainted町withany

"bad"ftelingsofTutred,OreVenadesiretokilther,WeCanreaSOnablyinferthat

hecouldneverallowhimselftohcethesituationdirectbr.

3

me meaningofhis mother's death has been speculated uponbymany

Critics.14NinaBaymdemonstratedmostconvincinglythathis shocktherein

WaSSuChthatthe丘gureofhismothermusthavebeenatthe t)erリCenterOf

Hawthorne's consciousnessin creatingthe characterofHesterPrynne:a

beautifu1youngwomanOfpassionandresolutionwhogetsbanishedalongwith

herchildfromthecommunitythroughanaCtOfsexualdevianCy("Mother"23)･

Indeed,HaⅥ止bornehimselfwrOteunuSual1ydramaticalbroftheincidentthat"it

hadbeensurebrthedarkesthourofhislift,"withhimlookingdownonthe

dyingmotherbTinginherdeathbedand,lookingup.seeingthroughthewindow

his daughterUnaplayingonthegroundwith herbrother･He"couldnot

POSSiblycheck"histearSWhileholdingbismother'shands,healsowrOte,and

SaW"thewholeofhumaneXistenceatonce";heseemsnottohaveanticipated

anyreactiontTtisstrong,andafterwardsheevenfe11inwithsomethinglikea
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"brainfever,"unabletorisefromthebedforalmostonemonth閃II:428-29).

AsIsuggestedintheprevioussection,thecomphcationofhisrelationship

withhisparentswasprobablysuchthathecouldnothaveappreciatedits

TlatureO句ectively･Yetnow,1yingillaloneinhis ownbed afterhisbeloved

mother's丘naldeparture.heprobablycouldnothavehelpedthinkingabouther

l脆andthewbolecircumstanCeSthatsurroumdedit,includingofcoursethe

tragicdeathofhisfatherorthehctofhishavinglivedalmostalwaysformore

thanfortyyearStOgetherwithhismother,injarmoTeOQiectfLletermSthaneVer

before;insodoing,hemusthavebeenfbrcedtoradica11yre-eXaminethe

meaningofwhathehadsoadamantlypursuedallthroughhislifeasanartist,

aswe11.

Indeed,aSIarguedear1ier.itlshighlyunimaginablethatHaⅥ止horneSimpbr

did notwanttO Celebratethe secularliftmerelybecausehewas adistant

descendantofsternPuritanS･15Then.herewecanSupPOSethatnow.ina

reassessmentofhiseTltirepastmoreintenseando句ectivethaninanyOther

periodofhislifeuntilthen,heverypossiblycouldhpecometothisrealization,

devastatinglypainfu1andregrettableontheonehand,yetatthesame time

genuinelyenlighteningandliberatingontheother:Wbathehadpursuedal1

throughhlsliftwasnotreallya"divine"mission atallbutaspecinca11y

"private"attempttohndawaytopacifythesoulofhiseternally-grieving

motherbybecominghimselfasortof"surTOgatehusband,"andinsodoing,tO

PrOCeedto"bury"herTeSPeCtfu11yandgocelebratinghisowTIWqy･tb･OuglltTlis

SeCulαrWOrki･Hemustbavedeeplyregrettednothavingbeenabletoexpress

hislovetowaLrdhismotherenoughwhileshuwasalive.Wecanrememberhere

Dimmesdale･OneOfthemostimportantSOurCeSOfwhosesupposedly"divine"

pubhcsermOnWaSSuChahopelessly"secular"elementashisownanimal-1ike

desiretout)e･SomepoignantlyimportantPOrtioninHadorne'sbelief--his

adamant pride as a diviTleartisトーmuSthaveirreparablyandinevitably

COuaPSedundertbissoberrealization.

msmusthavebeenaneXPerienceoftranSCendence,aSiflookingdownOn

theentiretyofhisprevious selffromabove,ageStureStrOnglyreminlscent

againofthatofDimmesdal声'swhenheissaftlybackinhis studyagain:

"nothingshortofa'totalchange Ofdynastyand moralcode"(I:217)had

OCCumdtohimthen･ItprobabbTWaSthecompletionofanOngOingprocessof
deathandregenerationthathadbeenslowlybutsteadilytakingplacefora

COnSiderablelengthoftimeinhispsyche;indeed,Hawthomehadalready

professedinTbeOldManSe,"publishedthreeyearSbefore,址sdissatisfaction
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withhisproductsbeing"u甲Substantial"Ⅸ:91).Wemightaswellremember

heretheextremelypainfu1yetstillbaminglyabstractbemoaningofEthan

Brand･aSOlitarymanWho･unPreCedentedeveninhisnwsterioustalesuntil

then･COmmitssuicideafterherealizesthefai1ureofhisobsessivequestfor

SOme SuCh universalideaas``theUnpardonable Sin,"inatalewhichwas

Wdttenabout7T7WTltlubqfbT-ethedeathofhismother16;H訓れborne'spsychic

COmplicationmighthavereachedataburstingpointatthetimeofhismother's
death.

IfwecouldimagineHaw也0rnemOderatelyrecoveredfromhisphysicaland

mentali11nesswiththiskindofrevolutionaryawareness,itisreasonableto

SuPpOSethat,inordertogivecatharSistohismaddeningexistentialconfusion

asanimportantgeStureOfFreudlan"mOurningwork,"ormoresimplyasa

Sinceregesturetoprovetohimselfhislovetowardhismothertobegenuine,he

WOuldtrytowdte甲eC折CallyaboutandinsodoinggiveoQiectivemeaningto

theentirecircumstanCeSCOnCerninghisfhmibT;theproductwouldhavetobea

TlOZ)el,nOtanall印Ory,SeCularandvivid enoughtobecommenSurateinits

thematicweightwithhispersonalexperience,bothasasonandasanartist17;

furthermore,allthese would stillhave to be done under the veilofnctive

abstractnesscardedoverfromhlspreviousartisticself,Partbrbecauseofhis

respectforhismother'sprivaqY,andparqybecauseitwouldsaLtbTgivehimthe

ample distancewithwhich tomournfbrhis mother,and probablymore

poignantlybecausehesti11fe1themustnotwho11yabnegatehispastselftifthe

novelisatributetohismotherandhisentirepast,thenhewouldinevitabbr
have to respectthewhole ofthe past evenwhentakingfarewe11;SO did

Dimmesdale,aSWeal1know,despltethememorablyliberatingadmonitions

fromHester.

ThatHawthorne nowdecided towrite mainlyabouthis ownPrivate

Situationwould meanthatbynnal1yacknowledgingthenature ofhismost

PrivateconcernSandwisheshethenforthe nrsttimeinhis臆coTtSCiously

resoIvedtoquittryingtobea"holyprophet"butinsteada"secularnovelist"by

atoncecelebrating･andyetcriticanydtingaboutthesecularworld.18Henow

COuldverypossib吋havethoughtlikethis:the"truth"mustexistsomewhere,I

Stnlbelieve,butitisdeBnitebTnOtwitbinmyhumblereach;itonlyexistsinthe
deepestpartofeach◆andeveryindividual,sheart;ifso,the】ofBce"ofhsart

novisnevertoenlightenpeoplewithhis definite doctrines,butmerelyto

encouragepeopleto realize tfteirowTltTIT7WStMes.Ifthis recognition,Wbich

mightbeemba汀aSS叫如Self-evidenttothemodernreader,Ⅵ吼SreauypOignant
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to HaⅥ止horne,itmusthave helped finallybring aboutakind ofdramatic

resolutiontothelong-Standingproblem ofhis ownadamantartisticpride.

Indeed,the narratorin TTleScarletLettertoward the end says ofHester

minglingwiththeordinarysu飴ringwomenthat"【e)ar1ierin1ift,Hesterhad

VainbTimaginedthatshemightbethedestinedprophetess,buthadlongsince

recognizedtheimpossibilitythatarwmissionofdivineandnwsterioustruth

Shouldbe con丘dedtoawomanStainedwithsin,bowed downwithshame,Or

evenburdepedwithahfelongsorTOW"(I:263).19Everyreaderknowsthatthe

na汀atOrOfmeScartetLetterseemstoknowfu11ywhatthe"omce"(161)ofthe

SCar1etletter-Shapedcloth-inawayasymbolofartitself-reattyis,OrSTtotLld

be.

Asitis,7YwScaT'letLetterturnSOuttObenolessamelanCholicstoryabout

Hawthorne'spoignant吋一CraVedhmibrcircleconsistingofDimmesdale,Hester,

andPear1.eachroughlyrepresentinghis absentfather,distantmOther,and

himselfithanaboutthedi飴rentlivesoftwotypesofartists,bothofwhomare

thedifftrentprQjections ofHaWorne'sownSelf-image:Hester,aCOn丘dently

al00fseamStreSS-radical,and Dimmesdale,ahesitantbrcommunalpreacher.

WecanSeenOtinHesterbutinDimmesdalethe丘rstandtheonlytypeofartist

inallofH耶れ110me'swritingsthatmanageS tOPrOduceanautheTlticworkof

art,a SermOnwith"theTongue ofFlame':(Ⅰ:142),by concerninghimself

SeriousbTwithandyetatthesametimeiromical1ydistanCinghimself蝕)mthe

delicatewaysofthesecularWOrldthroughhisconfrontationwithhis``inmost

Me."20ThebalanCethatconspicuousbremergedinHawth0rne'scareerafterT7w

ScarletLetter.betweenthe consistenttechnical◆solicitude toward the taste of

tbecontemporarypublicandthepersistentrecurrenceneverthelessofhisown

01dpreoccupationsand,WOuldbefairlyunderstandableinthiscontext.21

me
sentimentalbrcoherent stoTyWeSPeCulatedonabovemightstriketbe

modemcriticasatworsthopelessbrarbitrary,Oratbestaspsychoanalytical1y
StereOtyPical.However,the close reading of"The Custom-House"wewill

attemptin the fbllowing sectionswi11fu11y attestto the relevancyofthis

bafflingly coherent dramatizatioTlOfhis actualexperience,for the very

melodramais,Wewinsee,COVertlyyetrecogrdzablyre-enaCtedinacondensed

Waythere;WbateverhisexperienceiTlaCtual喝mayhavebeen,then,atleasttTt

HawtTlOme'sotLITICOnSCioLLSTleSSthe experiencemusthavebeen sublimated

intoaconsistentstory,withatangiblemeaningmoreorlessanalogoustothe

OnePreSentedhere.22
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ⅧeCustom-House"beginswithtwoparagraphsseparatedfromthemain

body,and this apparentlywith a solid reason:the first two parAgraphs

COmprisethemeta-COmmentaryOnthemainnarrativethatfo1lows.Inthetwo

Paragraphs,the narrator onthe one hand cal1s the ensuingnarrative"this

CustomrHouse sketch''and presents hlmselfas the protagonist therein

explaiminghowhe"cameintopossessionor.thesourceof几eScarietLetter,

While on the otherhand shrewdly addingthat the person presentedinthe

Sketch as the narratOrhimselfisinhctno
more thanaliterarycharaCter

hshionedafterahmousliteraryprecursor:hesays,¶lehmousexamPleof`P.

P･,the Clerk ofThis Padsh'was nevermore faithfu11yfo1lowed"(Ⅰ:3).This

remark has heretoforelargely beenignored,Or,ifnoticed by a few

COmmentatOrSatall,hasmerelybeenthesourceofpuzzlement･23

mis"P.P."quoted here as"tbe hmous example"is asatire assumed to

havebeenwdttenbyPope,designedtomockanOmCeClerk-P･P･.thatis-1Vbo

thinks that his petty careeris worth recountingin anirrelevantly grave

mamer.WhenthenarratorinWrheCustom-House"professesthathewrOtehis

Sketchfollowingveryfaithfu11ytheexanPleofthiskindofmock-autObiography,

then,itinevitablymeanSthatthepersonnarTatinghisown1ifeinthesketchis

tobetakenasakindofa"fool."Indeed,thoughitistruethatthenarratOrhas

PrOftssed hisintentiontowrite an autobiography.heinthe samebreath

declares hisintention to concealhis"irmostMe behind aveil/(Ⅰ:4)Whatis

mostintriguingforusherei去that,thoughtheprehceprofessestoexplain"how

alargePOrtionofthefo1lowingpagescame"(I:4)intothena汀atOr'shand,there
isno

obviousmentionwhatsoeverinittothedeathofhismother,Whowe
can

nowsafe1ysaymusthavebeenalwaysattheverycenterofhisconsciousness

Whilecomposingtheprehce.24

Thisline ofinterpretation seems to have hardlybeen pursuedin any

SuStainedwayinthepastHawth0rneCriticism,thoughtheunreliabilityofthe

narratorhasbeennoticedbymanycriticsincludingMichaelDavittBell,Who

argues that the narratoris deliberately deceivingwhat Melville called

"super丘cialskimmerSOfpages"inordertowritea"romanCe,"whichthenwas

thoughttobe a subversive genre(29-56),and Charles FeidelsonJr･,Who

regardsthena汀atOraSbeingcomposedoftwodi蝕rentpersonalities一一theone

Whois"na‡ve"and"complacent"and the otherwhoisintrospective and
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Obsessedwithpast(35-45).WhileIagreewithbothoftheseviewsonthewhole,

Isti11have to argue herethattheynevertheless are notgiveninany such

SuStainedwayastomakeitpossibleforustoregardthena汀atOr'sunreliability

itselfaspartofaconsciouslystrategic designtohalfjokingly"nctionalize"

Hawthome'sownSerious"tranSformation"inhis artisticviewswe postulated

uponintheprevioussections.

LetusexaⅢ11nethefhmous"Inspector"passage丘rst.

With hisfl0rid cheek,his compact丘gure smartlyarrayedin abright-

buttonedbluecoat,hisbriskandvigorousstep,andhishaleandhearty

aspect,altogether,he seemed-nOtyOung,indeed-butakindofnew

COntrivance ofMother Naturein the shape ofman,Whom age and

in丘rmityhad nobusiness to touch･【…)The originalandmorepotent

CauSeS,however,1ayinthe rare perftction ofhis animalnature,the

moderateproportionofinteuect,andtheverytriflingadmixtureofmoral

and spiritualingredients;tbeselatterqualities,indeed,beinginbarely

enoughmeasuretokeeptheoldgentlemanftomwalkingonal1-fours.He
possessedno powerofthought,nO depth offeeling,nO trOublesome

SenSibilities;nOthing,inshort,butafewcommon-Placeinstincts,Wbich

aidedbythecheerfu1temperthatgrewinevitabけOutOr地sphysicalwell-

being,diddutyveryrespectabbr,andtogeneralacceptanCe,inheuofa

bea止.(Ⅰ:16-17)

We canSee thattheInspectoris depicted hereas acharaCteristlc seekerof

SeCularpleasures:heisamanOf"animalnature."Traditionanythishasbeen

interpretedmerelyas astraightforward expression ofHaw肋ome's personal

VenOmtOWardboththeInspector,theoriginalofwhomactual1yhelped
drive

him
outofthe dfnce,andthe entire customhouse,Whose atmospherewas

SupPOSedけtoovu1garandpracticalforanimaginativeartistlike址mtowork
in.

However,Wbenweencounterin77wScarletLettertheverysamephrase"the

animalnature"(Ⅰ:130)in Chillingworth's comment on Dlmmesdale's

personality,thesituationbecomesslmplyuncomfortable.｢nleanlmalnature"

hereofcourseindicatesDimmeSdale'sstronglifeforce,his"inmostMe,"w山ch

has allalongbeen severelyrepressedunderthe rigidlawofthe puritan

COmmtmityhehasintemalized.Indeed,hereintheprehcethenarratOrSticks

tothepointsoinsistentbrthatitalmostseemsthatheisnotsomuchrepelled
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as払scinatedbywiththeInspector.wbichimpliesthathemighthmhisown

problemhere:akindofun鵬11ingnesstoaccepthisown"animalnature"which

hefeelsunCOnSCiouslyguiltyof･Indeed,thena汀atOrinthisprehceisonthe

Wholedepictedtobetooobvi0叫S吋andsimplyself-COmplacentastohisartistic

Pridetobethesel飴ameWdterofmanyshortstories,including"Wake負eld,

Whichtheal00血ess丘omtheordinarycourseofliEtisseverelycriticizedas

beingsinfu1.

Afterthepassage,hegoesontonarratehowhediscoveredintheupper

roomofthecustomhouseascarletclothandanattaChedmanuSCriptdepicting

Verybrienythelifeof"oneHesterPryme"(Ⅰ:32),PennedbytheformerSurveyOr

namedJonathanPue･Thenarratorsayshefe1tasifhesensedsomebun血g

"heat"whenplacingtheclothonhisbreastanddroppeditonthefl00r.Thisis

astrikingsceneespecialbTforus.becausethewholesituation-thedramaOf
SOme physicaltouchandimpulsivereaction-remindsus ofthe acttmlscene

(tbatHawtbomesodramatizesinhisnotebooks)atH射れhome'sownmOther,s

deathbedin the LLPPerrOOmOfhis house,Where HawthornewrOte hewas

OVerWhelmedintoirrepressiblesobsbythetouchofhisdyingmother's own

hand･Thephysicalheatofherdyinghanditselfmusthavebeenfarffom

intense,butitssymわolfce鮎ctiswellwi仙nthelimitofourspeculation.The

actualHaⅥ止bornemightevenhavefe1t,then,WatChingthephysique,Orthe

expression,Ofhisen托ebledmotherl舛nginherdeathbedthen,aSifhewere

StrugglinginvaintoreadsomeindecipherAblyaged"manuSCript"documenting

a"virtuouswidow"slifeofvi01entpassionanditssuicidaldenial.

mis,alongwiththenarratOr's obsessiveattitudetoward theInspector,

allowsusheremoreorlesstojudgethattheensuingdysfunctioninhisliteraq

imagination,WhichisstrongbrevocativeofH耶れhorne'sownSPellofi11-health

afterthedeathofhismother,muStbe concernednotwith,aShe openly

COmplains,the"practicar atmosphere ofthe customhouse butwith the

narrator'sownrePreSSiveattitudetowardwbatthe山heat竹seemstorepresent:

literal1yhisanimalnature,thatis,hisdesiretocelebratecamalpleasures,and

SyTnbolicallyhiscomphcatedrelationshipwithSalem,OrmOre SPeCincalbTfor
us here,his ftelings toward his mother and father,neitherofwhom the

narratOr eVen remOtelymentions here.Then.we canunderstand that the

na汀atOris presentedheretothe readeras acadcature ofHadome's o

Previousselfwehavesupposedsohr:aPrOudlyal00fartistwhomisguidedbT
thinksheisadivinemissionary.

Inthis context,the problem ofthe narrator'sirdtialreference to Hester's
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StOryissuggestive.HereadsinthemanuSCriptthatthewomanWhoactual&

WOretheletterwas"an01dwoman,aVOluntaqnurSe,gOingaboutthecountry

doingeverypossiblegoodworks,"who"gained丘omm訂1yPeOPlethereverence

duetoanangel,"addingcasual1ythatinprying加herintothemanuSCripthe

foundher"0therrdoingsandsu鮎rings."Tboughitisnotclearwhetherornot

Pue'smanuSCriptelucidatesHester'ssituationinheryouth-theignominious吋

Sadliftasacon勇Cted"adulteressサー,judgingfromthetextatthispointthe

na∬atOrSeemStObeconcemed-Ormerelytopretendtobeconcemed一旬nbr

withthe''agedwoman"s"good doings."Surelywe cannOthelp seeinghere

againtheyoungHadhomewesupposedintheprevioussectionssatirizedas

tryingtobeaholyprophet:thenarratorherewouldnotseeanythingbutwhat

he thinks he sTlOuldsee.His casually-added speculation about thewoman

havingbeenprobably deemed as a"nuisance"(I:32)bysome,Which
has

PerPlexedmarwcriticsinthepast,Canalsobereasonablyunderstoodhereto

SuggeSttheyoungHaw也0rne's pridefu1despise towardanyonemingling too

dfrectlywiththe"vulgar"public.

FurthermOre,thena汀atOr'ssubsequentcomplaintthathisimaginationwi11

notworkwellintryingtowdtethestoryofthiswomanCanalsobeseentobe

irrelevant.

The characters ofthe narrative would not be warmed and rendered

mal1eablebyalWheatthatIcouldkindleatmylnte11ectualforge･They

WOuldtakeneithertheglowofpassionnorthetendemessofsentiment,
butretainedal1therigidityofdeadcorpses,andst平edmeinthehce

witha丘Ⅹedandghastbrgrinofcontemptuousde丘anCe･'Whathaveyou

to dowith usrthat expression seemed to say･'tThelittle poweryou

mighthaveoncepossessedoverthetribeofunrealitiesisgoneyouhave
bartereditforapittanCe Ofthe public gold･Go then,and eamyOur

WageS!一'(Ⅰ:34)

The tauntingfromthe"dead corpses"is sovividlyincisivethatthenarratOr

here even seems almostincapable ofknowingwhichis reallyreal,his

imaginativeworldortheactualworldinthecustomhouse･Theproblem,then,

liesnotinhisimaginationitselfbutinhissensibilitytowardthecharaCterShis

imaginationcreates.Indeed,thecharaCterSthatappearOnthefaceofthewbole

prehceareal1,aCtualorimaginary,PeCuliarlyaged:theagedanCeStOrS,the

agedsurveybr,theagednurse,etC.nOughhemighthavebeensatis丘edwith
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CharaCterShketheseforsolong,nOWprObabbTSOmedeeperpartofhisprivate

SenSibility,prObablyrepressedheretofore,hasatlastbeenawakenedbyhis

encounterwiththeletter,Whichcarriesthe symbolicweightofthehandof
Hawthome'sactualdyingmother;butofcoursethenarrator,a"P.P･,"isstil1

unaWareOf訂1yOfit.

Now,letusexa工ninethefhmous"moonlit-Parlorpassage･"

Moonllght,inahmiliarroom,fallingsowhiteuponthe carpet,and

Showingal1its負guressodistinctly,-makingeveryo句ectsominutely

visible,yetSOunlikeamorningornoontidevisibility,-isamediumthe

most suitableforaromanCe-Wdterto getacquaintedwithhisillusive

guests.Thereisthelittledomesticsceneryofthewell-kn0wnaPartment;

the chairs,With eachits separateindividuality;the centre-table,

SuStainingawork-basket,aVOlumeortwo,andaneXunguishedlamP;

the sofa;thebook-CaSe;thepicture onthewal1;-al1these details,SO

COmPletelyseen,areSOSPiritualizedbytheunusual1ight,thatth甲Seem
tolosetheiractualsubstanCe,andbecomethingsofintellect･Nothingis

too smallortoo triflingto undergo this change,and acquire dignity

thereby.【...]Thus,therefore.thefl00rOfourfami1iarrOOmhasbecomea

neutralterritory,SOmeWherebetweenthe realworld andfairy-1and,

WheretheActualandtheImaginarymaymeet,andeachimbueitself

withthenatureoftheother.(Ⅰ:35-36)

Thispassagehassolongbeenhai1edasHadhome'sstraightforwardde丘nition

Oftherealmof-romanCe"-aS a"neutralterritory"between"theActual"and

"theImaginary''-thatfbwcriticshavebotheredtore-eXamineitsrelevanCyin

thecontextofhisentirecareer･25Themostrepresentativeviewwouldbe,for

examPle,thatofA.RobertLee:aviewwhichregardsthispassageas"amost

PrivilegedglimpseintotheworkingsofhismostdeviousimaginationlI:61)･
However,Whereas HaⅥ止horne himselffhmouslycommentedinhisletterthat

neScarletLetteris a"positivelyh-11一丘red story"(ⅩⅥ:312),inthismoonlit-

Parloreverythingisstrangebrasleepandtranquil;theo叫persondepictedis

thecalmandcomposednarrator,aPart打omsomennreal"ghosts"thatenter

thescenewithoutsurprisinghim.mereader払Ⅱ山iarwith｢もeOldManSe,"

thepre払cetoMossesjiTOm肌OldMan5eCannOthelpfteling,then,thatthe

tone ofthis moonlit-parlor passageis strongly evocative ofthe very

iTISubstaTltta王ftyofhisworksdeploredbythe narratOrinthatprehce･The
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SCene's striking homogeneity,then,implies the narrator's artistic self-

COmPlacency･TheproductinthisroomwⅢbeinevitablynothingmore than

"al1egory,"theliteraryformⅥ血osemeaningisal1undertheperftctcontrolof

也eau也or.

Whathehasnowbyal1meanStOleaveis,then,nOtthecustombousebut

thissequesteredroominhisownhouse.Inordertobecomeabletowdtethe

StOryOfttlLswomaninanysatis払ctoryway,hehasbyal1meanStOquititto

hcehisown"inmostMe"0句ectively;yetOfcourseheisnotyetaweofthe

CircumstanCeS:heto址sintheliteraryattempthkehehasneverdonebefore,

Pryingintohismindto丘ndoutwhathasbecomeofhisonce-aCtiveinte11ect,al1

invain;he"begantOgrOWmelanCholyandrestless"(I:38).Howcanheever

SuCCeed?

Finally,let us proceed to examine the narrator's transfbrmation asis

SymbolicallybothrevealedandconcealedbyH鋸れhome･Here,themetaphor

thenarratorhumorousbradoptstoindicatehis ownState afterthedismissal

丘omthecustomhouseisimportantforus･TYlena汀atOrSaySthatbybeing

"decapitated,"wbichmeanShewas瓜red,hebecamea"HeadlessHorsemaIr(I:

43):aSeeminglycarelessmetaphor,foritisaveryfhmi1iarCharacterforthe

readerofH訓止bome'sowntimefromWashingtonIrving's伽I10uSSketcb,Tbe

LegendofSleepyHollow/Yet,inthecontextofourargument,themetaphor

COuld never failtoimply bothjokingly and seriously that,by being

"decapitated/hehimselfhasatlastdramatical1ybecome"Headless"hwithout

intellect)"Horsemaが(notsomuch aつOCkey''asan"animal-human").Ina

dramaticgesture,then,HadorneCOmicalbryetassuredbrcondensedinthis

jokingmetaphortheessenceofwbathehadleamedfromhismother'sdeath:

dismissed ftom the customhouse,the narrator.who scorned the narrator

befbre.is TtiT7WeUnowalmosttransfbrmedintoan"animal,"a11wi11ingto

Celebrate secularpleasu代S.Here,thenarTatOrCanbelikenedto animal-1ike

Dirrmesdalereturnlngfromtheforestsafebrbackinhisstudy,tOtal1ybecoming

"an0therman…withahiddenkn0wiedgeofhiddenmysteries"(Ⅰ‥223).Though,

underthecircumstanCeSOfthedelicateprobleminquestionhere,thedetai1sof

thenarrator'sactual"hiddenmysteries"areneverliterdlyrevealedtous,We

haⅥealreadyspeculatedonthematterenoughtoimaginethem.

Intheend,hegets dismissed ffomthecustomhouse aloTTgu,itTlOther
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0mCerS;indeed･hecan･nOWwishthemgoodluck.evenfeelsymPathetictoward

them(I:44)･Thepassagehereparadoxicallyseemstosaythat.bybeing

dismissedandgettingphysicanyandmoral1ydistanCedfromtheomcers,the

heretofore-pridefu1na汀atOr丘nallycouldsincerelyregardhimselfas"oneof

them/andthatinsodoinghecould瓜nal&getoutofthesequesteredmoonlit-

Parlor･mOughheapparent&seemstothinkthatbyhis"timely=decapitation"
henarrowlyescapedtuming丘omaninte11ectualstory-Wrlterintoamere

tolerablygoodSuⅣeyOr･heinfactisnowa払rmorepracticalandvu1garwriter

thanbefore;thereisnoradicaldi晩rence,WeCanSeehere,betweenthetwo

modesofexistence･Hecanevenspeakofhisliteraryprq3ectintermsof

businessasan"investmentininkandpen"(I:43).

Yet,despitethis
realizationofhis,Ofcourse the narratorhereis nevera

mere"everyman,"who thinks onlyofhisimmediate circumstances as his

COlleaguesseemtodo:aSa"secularnOVelist,"hisamsticinsightisnowfar

morecomplexthanbefore･Hewdtesmere吋thatsimplybygettingoutofthe

imagination-Stiflingcustomhousehemanagedtogetthestorytold;heeven

SaySCaSuauythatnowhecan1eaveSalembecausethecityhasneverhada

"genialatmosphere"fora"11teraqman"(Ⅰ:44).Despitetheperftct&rational

maskthena汀atOradopts･hoⅥ杷Ver･hisgesturehereimpliesmanythings;his

mystical"aLrtction"(Ⅰ:8)towardSalem,Orthesupernaturalbrintenseheat-1ike

SenSationcomingfromtheredcloth,thathepresentedearlierintheprehce,

S也1resonatescwerqyinthereader'simagination,aSiftoencouragethereader

topenetrateal1therationalizationsofthena汀atOr,s･Wecanimaginethatthe

hrmorerelevantreaSOnWbyhecannOWlea代Salemmustbebecausenowhe

hasatlastsucceededino句ect相加ganddlsplacinghisown"hmostMe/his

mostpoignantbrpersonalexperiencesinthecityofSalem,W山ch,nOWhecan

understand,hasbeeninitsownWayine血Cabけ11nkedwithhisLhmi1y'slong

history･Itmusthavebeenftlt,throughouthislift,即enlikeanOPPreSSivespell

Waitingtobelifted,justastheonetramelingPeaげsexistencetothestateof

defiantSOlitude･W址chatlastwasbrokenbyDimmesdale,slast一minutesocial

recogrhceasherparent:⇔Pearlkissedhis【Dimmesdale's=ips.Aspeuwas

broken"(Ⅰ:256).PearlcannOWleaveSalem;then so canthenarratornow,

reasonAbbr,and瓜n叫.
Inthemiddleof7YteScaT･letLetter･Hadornehasthena汀atOrSPeakofthe

reasonwhyHesterhngersinBoston:"Itmightbe,tOO,-doubtlessitwasso,

althoughshehidthesecretfromherselEandgrewpalewheneveritstruggled

OutOfherheart･1ikeaserpentfromitshole,-itmightbethatan0therfeeling
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keptherwithinthe sceneand pathwaythathadbeensofatal.Theredwelt,

theretrodthefeetofonewithwbomshedeemedherselfconnectedinaunion,

that,unreCOgnizedonearth,Ⅵ和uldbringthemtogetherbeforethebarOf丘nal

judgment.and maketheirmarriage-altar,forajointfuturity ofendless

retribution"(Ⅰ:143)･Sheis,atthis point,Sti11haughtilyconvinced ofher

SupPOSedけdivine"mission"as a"prophet,"justlikeH射れbomemoreorless

musthavebeenwhiletheonewithwbomhesecretbrorunCOnSCiouslydeemed
himself"connectedinaunion"Ⅵ吼SSti11aliveunderthesamerOOf.Tbenarrator

alsosays,"【t)hescar1etletterhadnotdoneitsomce"(I:166),immediatelyafter

heexplainshowHesterhopelesslythinksshehastoradicalbTteardownthe

existingsystemtosaveal1womankind,COnCealing打omherselftherealmotive

forthinkingthatwayinthenrstplace.26ThemostrelevantreaSOnWhythe

narratorin"The Custom-House"can nowatlastleave Salem.orwhyhis

nnishedstoryshouldha代tObeso"gl00myandsomber"(Ⅰ:43),then,WOuld

inevitablyhavetobelike this,aSWe丘nallyidentifythis narratorwiththe

actualHaw也ome:because hismostbelovedmotber,Whomustalways have

lookedinhissolicitouseyesunflinchinglydeterminedtoremaininSalemwhere

the"onewithwhomshedeemedherselfcormected"wasborn,hasfinal1yleft

thisworldforgood⊥becoming,hemusthavepoignanqyhoped,an"Angel."27

6

Tbwardtheendof77wScarktLetter,thenarratorsaysratherpuzZling&of

the relationship between Dimmesdaleand Chillingworth:"Philosophically

COnSidered,therefore,thetwopassions【loveandhatred】seemessentialbrthe

Same,eXCePtthatonehappenstobeseeninacelestialradianCe,andtheother

inaduskyandluridglow･Inthe spiritualworld,the oldphysicianandthe

minister-mutualvictimsastheyhavebeen-may,unaWareS,havefoundtheir

earthbrstockofhatredandantipathytranSmutedintogoldenlove''(I:260-61).

H耶れborneneVerClearIyrevealedhis actualfeelingstowardhismother,tObe

Sure;however,･areader,Whoknows thatHawthorne,justlike Dimmesdale,

evenqPerPisconsu甲mationofasacredunionwithayoungindividualactualけ
keptonlivingundertheverysamerOOfwithaTlO仇eroldonetowardwhomhe

keptonhavhgineffablyambivalentfeelings,WOuldsurelybeAbletofeelmore

thanmere"PerPlexity"(Leverenz257)whenreadingthisapparentbrperplexing

yetheavibrloadedpassage.
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ⅣotモS

1Forexample,T･WalterHefbertshowshowHadomestruggledinthe魚Ⅲngripof

thethen-dominantideologyofself-SupPOrtingmanboodrMasculinlty").AbsonEaston

argueSthatHawthome's"patrician"attitudewaspittedseverebragainsttheemergent

COmmerCial,COmpetitivebourgeoisvalues,thoughatthesanetimehewascommitted

totheideologyof"individualism"rWomen"81)･
2

0thercriticslikeGloriaErlicharguethat,mOrethanhispatemaland PurttaTl

forehthers,hismatemalmercantilerelatives,eSPeCialbrhisunCleRichard.musthave

wieldedastrongerinl1uenceonH甜Ⅳ仕10me'spuritanlcalobsessionthathehadbyany

meanStObe"serviceabletomahkind,"promo鱒ginhimtheobsessiontoo鮎rsome

ed吟inglessonstothepeoplewithhiswdtings(35-50).
3 Fau址ner.smostpersonalandimmediateconcemsitself-therelationshipwithhis

mother,father.brothers,OrtheblackservantSand thewetnurse-Wereinmany

WaySinextricablyentwinedwith such agrandlyabstractproblem as the"whole

historicalheritageoftheSou也r;thoughHawthornehasbeenreasonablyregardedas

anauthordeepbrobsessedwiththesenseofthepast,WhatIwouldliketosuggestin
this paperis thathis relationshipwith the pastheritagewasin江SeUnever so

POignantandimmediateasFaulkner's:SOmethingthatwasrenderedoverpoweringin

itsinfluenceonhispsycheonけinthecontextofhisfhrmoreurgentrelationshipwith

hismother.

4 HereEndicottisdescribed tobenotonlystembutalso compassionate,Which

Strikes the readeras reasonablyffom a kind oflovingyet authoritative father.

HawthornetS ambivalentfbelingstoward hisfatheris also extremelydelicateand

importantSu句ectin consideringtheproblemofhisal1-Outartisticplungeintothe

PrOblem ofguiltand his Puritanicalpast;hereIwould notgo seriouslyintothe

matter,eXCeptmerebTtOSuggeStthatifhis"PuritanPaSt"problemwasimportantfor
himitwasatleastpartlybecausethe丘guresofhispastprovidedforhimakindof

hther-figures;hisattractiontowardhisfotbiddingpatemalPuritananCeStOrSCOuld

beidentined･aShisOedipaldesiretobecomeafatherhimselftobeabletolovehis

motheroreventopunishhimselfforhisinstmciencytodo so.AstoHawth0rne's

ambivalentftelingstowardhisfather,SeeHefbert(Bebt)ed257-58)･
5 0fcourseinpurcontextHavTthome'smother'spresencewasoverpoweringinher

Veryabsenceandse阻abnegation.NinaBaymargueStOtheefrtctalmostthesameaS

rminehererMother''17).
6 血oughtheevidenceforhisftelingstowardhisabsenththerisstiumorescarce,

WeCanneVerthelesssurmiseherethat,forexamPle,thelift-COnSumingguiltwhich

ReubenBournein"RogerMalvin'sBurial"ftelsthoughouthislifetowardhisfather一

色gureRogerMalvinmightwelldirectlyindicateH釘鵬I10me'sownaCutelyambivalent

ftelings toward simplycelebrating TlisowTllift q声eT'his hther's premature death;
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indeed.itislikebrthatinhisimaginaqoedipalrivalryfortheloveofhismotherhe

ShouldhaveEtltsomeeTIT7dtytowardhisalready-absentfather,tOWbom,itmusthave

appearedtoyoungHadhorne,hismotheralw叩Sdemonstrated steadfastloyalty,

denyinghimdeserueda飴ction･H飢れhome'smother,Whovirtuallyvowedneverto

"desert"herhusbandthroughoutherlift.musthaveplayedasigmincantrOlealso

hereincreatinginhisp野Chesomesenseofguilttowardhisinabilitytoremainso

"loyal廿tohishther.

7
Hisstronginterestinfemirdsmshouldbereconsideredinthiscontext:atthecore

Ofhisinterestin ftminism there must have been his solicitude toward his self-

SaCri丘cingmother.Inthis sense,Hester's"radicalftminism"(Leverenz263)was

almostexactlywhatHadhorneaCtuallymusthaveftlttowardthesystemthat

Seemedtobindhismother;yetatthesametimeitmusthavealsoforbiddenhimto

Criticizetheoldwaysea叫y.addingtohissenseofguilttowardhismother.
8

T･WalterHetbertattributesthiscuriousbehaviorofherstoherpridethatwas

broughtaboutbyhermarriagetothe aristocraticHathornefamily,OrtOthe

imbalance between her domesticidealand her actualfinancialcircumstances.

(βeloued66)

9JameSinhis肋wthomesaid..`【n)0thingismorecuriousandinterestingthanthi$

almosteズClusit)elyiT7POrtedcTlαmCterOfthe sense ofsininHawthorne.Smind;1t

SeemStO eXisttheremerelyfbranartistic orliterarypurpose･He had ample

COgnizanCeOfthePuritanCOnSCience;itwashisnaturalheritage;itwasreproduced

inhim;lookingintohissoul.hefounditthere.But出srelationtoitwasonly,aSOne

maysay,inte11ectual;itwasnotmoralandtheological.Heplayedwithitandusedlt

asapigment;hetreatedit.asthemetaphysicianSSay,0句ectivebT"(emphasismine,

5占-9).
10TheMannings,inthehou$eholdofwbomHawthomespentmostofhisyouth,had

longbeenasuccessfulmercantilefhmilyu山ketheadstocraticHath0rneS.

11Turneralsosuggeststhepossibilityofthe払ther'sdeathandmother.sseclusion

hadngadeepinnuenceonHawthome'squestionhgmind(4).

120fcourseLUeneednot,OreVenSれoutdTWt,judgeHawthome'smother'sdemeanOr

asmereけ"pathetic,"forthiskindofjudgmentisveryoftenmerebTtheproductofeasy

prqjectionofotuownsetofT7WdemideologiesastothedesirAblebehavlorofawidow

OntOaWOmanVeryPOSSibbrwithpT℃一T7Wdemsetofvalues:Sheherselfcouldpossibけ

havebeenmereけCOntent,thatis."happy/withher"self-negation."Yettheproblem

hereisnothowsheactuaUyfeltbuthowherbehadormusthavelookedtoyoung

Hadome･Wholiveddu血gtheperiodwhenthemodernSetOfvalueshadalready

beguntoseriouslytakerootlnthepsycheoftheAmericanCitizens.Weshould

understandherethatthistormentingambtt,aleTICeitselfinhisjudgmentonhis

mother'ssituatloncouldhavebeenanimportantreaSOnforthecomplicationofhis

ftelingstmdhismother.

13Tbe仙othercircumStanCeS竹hereincludethewe11-discussedproblemofthechoiceof
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山sproLtssion-aSbenttedadescendantOfanimportantfhritanhmibrorofhisdesire

tohavesomedqRTltteauth0rity･intheal)SenCeOfhisactualhther,tOpunishand

CaStratehimselfinthesymbo11coedipaltriangle.
14BrendaWineapplewrOtethat-【f)irdshedafterthedeathofhismother,几eSk:arLet

Letterisatributetoher･WdttenwithgrieLguilt,andunabashedfreedom"(212).E.

H･Millersays"thathismother･sdeathhadreca11edoldwoundsandunsated

hungers･andhewouldmemorializeherbycreatingawomanWOrthyofAmerica,Of

Americanliterature･and･mOStimportant,Ofhisfanta野Ofmotherhood"(280).

15In1837HadomewrOtetOhisLhendI･Ongftuow,1t】hereisnofateinthisworld

SOhorribleastohavenoshareeitherinltsjoysoritssorTOWS･ForthelasttenyearS,

Ihavenothved･butonlydreamedofliving"ⅨⅤ‥251);thoughwecansurebrdetect

thetoneofhishallmarkself･dramatizationinthisremark･thisneverthelesssuggests

thatatleastsomepa^ofhisselfmusthavealwayswantedtoLfeehimselfLfomthe

burdenofthewholeofhisimpossiblydemandingliteraryundertakings,regardingit

aSSOme"witchcra丑"ⅨV251)･Besides,ifhisprideasadivheartistshouldhave

triggeredasevereguilttowardhisowntaintedblood･thenhiswi101eliterarycareer

itselfcouldhavebeenJblttobeahighlyguiltyactivity,atOnCehscinatingand

repelhghim.

16Inthetale･EthanBrandsaysthathehas丘nal1yfoundinhisownheart】the

UnpardonableSin"thathehaLSbeenlookingforsolongⅨⅠ‥90)･Thisimpliesforus

thatHawthorneatthisperiodmighthavebeguntothinkthatsomeimportant

problemofhisliftmightliesomewhere如ftLsowTl九eaTt:yet,aSthetaleistitled"a

Chapter血･OmanabortiveromanCe:thesituationalsosuggeststheposslbilitythat

Hadhomeatthlsperiodstillcouldnotfacetheproblemdirectbr.

17Mi11erwrOtethat"Ifhe(Hadhome]isinlwewithHester,(…)heisalsoinlove,

too･itmustbeackn0wiedged･withhlsownimagerefractedinhsartiLhctandthe

WOmanwithinhimselfiwbichmayexplaininpartwhyheprobestheftmininep野Che

mOreSuCCeSSfu11ythanmOStmaleauthors･"(298)Hesuggestsfurtherthatevery

CharacterinT7wScarLetLetterreflectsH訓戒borne･sselfimage･

18RichardMilllngtonwritesthat"【T)hebook･sremarkableexaminationofthe

psychologYOfguiltlsbestunderstoodasanattemPttOlocate●betweenthepulseof

privateftelings･themeadngofhvingwithinacommunlty廿(RoT7¶1nCe59).

19InartistictermS,WemayhererememberFlanneryO･Connor･scoTnmentthat

goodActlon"mystery"hastobe"deepened"byitsdealingswith･reality"(79),andvice

VerSa･0'ConnorclearlyexpressedherrespecttowardHadhomeinmanyOfher

eSSayS;tyPicalcharactersofO'Connor'sfiction,eSPeCialbritsprotagonistswhoare

Obsessedwithsomereligiousideas･areStrOnglyevocativeoftheonesftom

Hawthome'searbrtales.

200fcourseHester･tOO･aLtersheretumedfromEuropetoBostonagain,StrOngbT

demonstratesthistrait.

21AscanbeobviousbTSeenin山ssubsequentpopular"nOVels,廿hen｡WW｡uldn｡t
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hesitate evento tryhis hand even at some"vulgar"methodsofthe so-Cal1ed

Sentimentalnovels.aslongassomeimportantreStraintCanbemaintainedtherein.

Hisinsistentdefirdtionsof"romanCe"lnthepre払cestothemhavetobeunderstood

inthiscontext.

22T山sisquitereasonableifweregardaswedointhispaper77wScwtetLetterasa

PrOductofa"moumingwork"intheFreudianSenSe,for,aSKdstevawdtes,1f]or

thosewhoarerackedbymelanCholia,Wdtingaboutitwouldhavemeaningonlyif

WdtingsprangOutOfthatverymelanCholia''(3).H射止bomehadnochoice,WeCan

interthem･buttotrytointerpretthe situationlikethisinordertoovercomethe

damage.

23 DavidVanLeerwdtesthat"itishardtoknowwhattodowiththenarrator●sclaim

tofo1lowhithfu1brtheexamPleofPope'sA4bmof13QfRP."(59).ⅥⅦ1iamByssheStein

POintedoutthena汀atOr'splayfu1rhetoricinthesamelineofcontextasminetosome

extent,yethisargumentputstodmuchstressonpointingouttheprehce'stongue-

in-Cheektouch.

24Theshadowofhlsmotheris,however,dimbryetunmistakabけhoveringoverthe

Wholetext,forexamPle,inthenarratOr'slinguisticpreftrenceof"natal"0VerOrdinaⅣ

-native"indescribinghisrelationshiptothecityofSalem,aSGloriaEdichpointsout

(27).

25

MichaelDavittBellnotestheincongruityofthispassageintheromanCePrOper,

yet seem$ratherreluctantto gofurtherthanthat.EvanCarton points outthe

irrelevanCy Ofthe traditionalneutralterritorytheorybynotingtheincongruity

betweentheatmosphereofmoonlit-ParlorandthatofneScar1etLetter"(151-62).

MyargumentisgreatbrindebtedtoCartOn'sclaim,though叩viewdi飴rs&omhisin

tbathispointliesinthedelicatebalanCeOrreCiprocalrelationshipbetweenactuality

andimagination:a"marriage"oftheActualandtheImaginary,aviewwhicb,Ithink,

Curiouslyresemblestheverytheoryhesetsouttonegate･AlisonEastonalsoclaims

thatthemoonlit-parlordoesnotreal1yfunctionasthe territoryofromanCe(A4dktTTg

201-2).

26ThoughHawthome'sconservativeviewofwomanhoodisevidentbrshowinghere,

Whatisimportantfbr us hereis not to criticize himfbrhis outright political

incorrectnessbuttoimagine as correctlyas possiblewhathe couldTlat)etllOLLgTlt

Wbilecomposinghisbreakthroughnovel.
27

HekepthisaLttaChmenttowardhismotherfromanyoneincludingevenhisbeloved

wiLt Sophla,Wbichcouldbeunderstood,foronething,inthecontextofAmerican

ideologyofmanhoodandwomanbood.NinaBaymarguesthathewantedtoconceal

fromhisw脆hisねelingstowardhismotherbecausehewantedbyal1meanStOPraise

his"conventional''wiftbyreffainingfromexpressinganywholeheartedlypositive

remarksabouthis"motbid"motherrMother"15-20).
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