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DashiellHammett,Who aspired to be treated as a seriouswriterlike

FaulknerorHemingway,hasrecenuybeenreceivingacademicattentionashe

hoped･Particularly.his mosthmouswork,TfteMatteseFαlcoTl,is avery

popular subject for criticism.Because TfleMalteseFatcon shows the

Culminationofhisskillsintheuniquewdtingsty1eandcreationofaneXCiting

dramaOfahard-boiledhero,histhirdnovelnatural1ydeserveShighestimation.

TheMalteseFalconisnotonlyhisrepresentativeworkbutalsoofthehard-

boiled school,Whichvalues self-reStraint.toughness,anti-ftminism
as the

birthrightofthegenrel.Itftatures
atoughdetectivefo1low血ghisownCOde

(Sam Spade)and a treacherous though attractive woman(Brigid

O'Shaughnessy).Tbedetectivestrivestoobtainavaluablestatueoffalconand

Chases after murderers alonewith his caliber andvi01ence.The beautifu1

WOmanheapparentbrlovestumSOuttObeamurdererofhispartner.Buthe

manageStOreStrainhisemotionandrefuseshersolicitationforforgiveness･He

COnSignshertothepoliceandbecomesaheroof"anti-ftminlsm/

ManyCriticsargueabouttherelatlonshipbetweenSpadeandBrigid･Spade

is
apparenuyaqynicalandheartlessman.HemakesBrigid a汀eStedwithout

beingmovedbyherplea.Emphasizinghis"daemonic"ftature2,inhis oft-

quotedthesIs,RobertEdenbaumcdlsSpade"aherowhohas【nosentiment】

and survives because he has none"(81).Therefbre Brigid,"aWOman Of

Sentiment",isdeceivedandhllsvictimtohim.ButwecannOtClearbrdeclare

thatSpadehas"nosentiment●becausethepossibilityofsomesentimentis

ShownWhenSpade exposes Brigid'sguilt･He"set【s】the edges ofhis teeth

togetber"andsays,"Iwon'tbecauseallofmewantStO-ⅦntStOSayhe11with

the consequencesand doit"(583).Healso enumerates nolessthanSeVen

reasons(PrObabbrmoreifcircumStanCeSpermit)tosendBrigidtoprison･Itis
highlypossiblethatthesetoomむIyreaSOnSaredevisedtocorrvincehimselfto

giveupthe払ctontheothersideofthesevenreasons-"thatmaybe【she]loves

【him】and maybe[he)loves[herr(582).So,itis not that Spade has no
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Sentiment.Hetriestorestrainitwithutmoste魚)rt･Therelationshipbetween

them,WhichrequlreSSpadetoactasifhedidnotloveher,Obdousけplaysa

Centralpartinthisnovel･Especial1y,thescenewherehe丘nallytumsherinis

thebighestpointofthenovelunliketheanti-Climaxthattbestatueoffhlconis

foundtobehlse.Asoneofpointsofcontention,Ⅰwi111aterdiscussthisissue

andexamineSpade'semotionalcon餌ct.

Hammett'sunlquewdtingsty1eisalso oneofpopulartOpics.Hislaconic,

precise,andthoroughbro句ectivedescription.0ftencomparedtoHeⅡ止ngway's

Style,is perftctedin this novel.The third person narrative eliminates a11

unnecessary statementlike psychologicaldelineation and concentrates on

describingwhatcharaCterSdoorsay･3Butthisextremeo句ectivitybringsabout

SOmePrOblems･nePrOblemswi11alsobetakenupandexa汀止nedinthisessay･

IthasbeenwidebTdiscussedwhyhard-boilednovelsbecamepOPularinthe

1930s or how they were generated.ButIthinkit has not been amply

COnSideredwhyHammettChosetowdtehard-boilednovels.Ofcourse,itwas

naturalforhimtowdtedetectivenovelsffomhisexperienceasaneX-nnkerton

detective･Pinkertondetectivesobeyedthestrictru1es･Inthisregard,theyare

Simi1artOtheprotagonistsactingonacode.Butthen,Wbydidhebecomea

nnkertondetective?

DiscussingtoughnovelsofthethesandfortiesinRebel,AlbertCamuS

SayS,

ItstechniqueconsistsindescribingmenbytheiroutsideappearanCeS,in

theirmostcausalactions,Ofreproducing,withoutcomment,eVerything

theysaydowntOtheirrepetitions.and丘nallybyactingasifmenwere

entirelyd由nedbytheirdailyautomatism...Thistechniqueiscalled

realisticonbrow血gtoamisapprehension...itisperftctlyobviousthat
his丘ctitiousworldisnotattemptingareproduction,pureandsimple,Of

reality,but the most arbitrary fbrm ofstylization.Itis born ofa

mutilation,and ofavoluntarymutilation,performed onreality…It

WOuldseemthatforthesewdters,itistheinnerlifethatdepriveshuman

actionsofunityandthattearSPeOpleaway丘omonean0ther.(265-66)

ⅠthinkCamuS'sindicationperfectlyapplies to Hammett.4Heneededahard-

boiledsty1etoaverthiseyesfrom"innerlife"-eSpeCialbrhisown"innerlife".In

Ordertoanabrze77wMd!tesePblcorL,WemuSteXaminehismentality.
Inthis essay,Iwi11discuss theissues ofmeMattesePblcoTlmentioned
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above,emPhasizingHammett's emotionalconflictwhichseems tobe deeply

linkedtotangled.emotionstohisparentS,eSpeCialbTtOhismother.Ihopethat

theanalysis ofneMaltesePblcoTlOnthebasis ofHammett's problematic

relationshipwithhis parentSW山add anewperspective to criticismonthis

novel.

1.TheCodeofaDetective

Itis unquestionable thatinAmerica there has been an ethos which

encouragesworship ofindividualism.The popularityofthe竹ontier"was

Closelyrelatedtosuchanethosbecauseitwastheverybestplaceforbelievers

Ofindividualism.Inthe丘ontiertherewereminimum1aws,and tbankstothat

anindividualcould acquire maximumffeedom.Ahilurewas anunderdog

Whileapersonwbomadeafortunewithhisabilityandskillswasthebestman･

Because ofthis simplicity,the ftontier attracted many people and was

OPtimisticallyliked despite the problems ofexclusion ofthe weak and

Ⅱ1ino出色es.

Tboughthefrontiergraduauydisappearedwiththesteadyincreaseofcity-

dwellers,beliefinindividualism seemed to remain unabated.In7YLeMattese

蝕coTl,abest-Selhgbook,theindividual,Whois"thecowboyadaptedtolifeon

thecitystreets"5,demonstrateshispoweratamajdmuminthecityaslawiess

astheftontier･Spade,theprotagonist,isaprivatedetective,Whoworksonhis

OWn.6In a degree,heis allowed to violate thelaws･The police are

undependable.ThedistrictattorneyCareSOnlyaboutachievingsatisfactory

results.Fai1uresaretOdie;themenwhoexcelatabilityandskillscangetthe
droponthosewhodonot.AnindividualalsocruShesitsantitheticalconcept,

themasses.Spade丘ghtsagainstGutman'sgroupand丘nal1ydestroysit.

ButonecannOtdoeverythinghewantSjustbecausethecityislawiess;

particularけtheprotagonistofthenovelcan't.Hemustbedelineatedasahero･
Ifhedoesashepleases,hebecomesmuchthesameaSVillains･

Whateverhisvocation,the herois the"best man,"and as such he has

tremendous power overhis ftllows･Without self-reStraint,he could

becomeadespoticvillain,fornooneelseiscapableofrestraininghim,

buthiscodemakeshimasympathetic丘gure･(HaⅡ止1ton42)

It'sevenmore sofortheprotagonistofadetectivenovellike7TleMaltese
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Pblcorl.Inadetectivenovel,CharaCterSOtherthanadetectivedonotalwayste11

the truth.Ifwhatadetective saysisalso dubitable,readers cannOtjudge

Whetherthemysteryis丘nalbrsoIvedornot.Therefore,adetectivemustbea

reliablepersonanddi鮎rentiatedftomvi11ains,thoughthereareexceptionslike
Gaston Leroux's771eMysteryQf.tlleyとuowRoom.Ofcourse,unlike Philip

Marlowe,Whoisfaithfu1tohisclientsando鮎rs aglimpseofhisconscience,

Sam Spadeis not a man we can place fullconfidencein･Butin the

COnVerSationwithBrigidatthelastpartOfthenovelwerealizethatheobserveS

aso-Calledcodefromhisreftrencetowhatadetectivemustdo.

Whathiscodeis,however,isnotclear.mereisnoexplanationexceptfor

the unsatisfactoryonethathisvocation,adetective,requires a strictcode･

Certainbritispossibletoregardhiscodeasacodeofprofbssionalethics.But

thatdoes not explainwhyhehas suchrigid ethics thathemustmake the

WOmanhelovesgotojai1.WhatisSpade'scodeandwberedoesitcomeh'Om?
Whataretherebehindthiscode?

2.HateforaFather

DashiellHammett's father,Richard Thomas Hammett,WaS a hardly

respectAbleman,justlikehisgrandhtherSamuelHa皿mett･

BothHa皿mett'shtherandgrandfatherwereknownasbusiness払ilures,

heavydrinkers,gamblersandladies'men;prOud,pugnaCious,Stubborn,

independentandambitious,thoughinherentlaq.(Hami1ton120)

Hammett,Whowas fbrced togive up schoolowingto hls father's failing

business,naturally detested him and did notconcealhis revu1sion as his

daughtertestines.7Heoftendeclaredthathe"wouldnevertreatawomanthe

Wayhis hthertreatedhismother"(LaymanSTudowMaT18).WhenHammett

askedhisfatherformoneytosethimselfupasawdter,hishthergavehimno

help,WhichintensiAedhisillfeelings.

Tbishateforhishtherisshowninhisnovelsquitedirectly･InRed伽est,

ElihuWi11sson,theownerOfPersorrvi11e,brings"【hisson]andhisFrenchwife

homefromParis"to"cleartheburgofviceandcorruPtion"(11)andcauseshis

SOn'sdeath･It's"adamnednicehthedytrick"to"shake[hisopponents】loose"･

(11)In77w771れMaTLthesenatorkillshisson.

In了†把Mdtese拙orl,thereisapseudoparent-rChildrelationshipbetween
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Gutmanandhismerryman,Wilmer.Butthisbondisveryfragileanddubious･

When,tOgetthingsundercontrol,SpadeasksGutmantOhandW丑meroverto

thepoliceasaculprit･thefather-SOnrelationshipeasilycollapses･

GutmanSmiledbenignlyathim and said‥"We11.Wilmer,Ⅰ'msorry

indeedtolooseyou･andIwantyOutOknowthatIcouldn,tbe訂1yfonder

OfyouifyouwerenwownSOn;but-Well,byGad仁一ifyouloseasonit,s

possibletogetan0ther一andthere'sonbroneMalteseFalcon."
Spadelaughed.(563)

SpadelaughsbecausetheheartlessnessofGutman,Whohasnohesitationin

ChoosingMalteseFalcon･nOtWilmer･Whomhecal1sadar1ings?n,isutterly

revealedhere･Afatheris depictedasanuntruStWOrthyperson.Inaddition,

afterthefalconheobtainswiththesacriLiceofhispseudosonisfoundtobea

hke,elatedinspirits,GutmanimmediatelyplanStOSetOutOnajourneytO

lookforthegenuinehlcon.

Inthe丘rstplace,itisGutmanthatcausesSpadetolookforthehlconat

theriskofhishfe･GutmanguaranteeSthevalueofthefalconandtrigger岳a

COmmOtion･WecanreadHammett'srelationshipwithhisfatherhere;thatis,

Spade'sbitterstruggleislikebrtoreflectHammett'ssenseoffutilitycausedt野

thefactthathislifewasn皿byhishther.8

Thefalcon,thevalueofw山chonlyGutmanguaranteeS,issimilartOWbat

Hammett's htherattemptedtoupholdand oftenhiled-ahmi1y.AsⅠwi1l

explainlater,thefhmibT.WhichHammettⅥ吼StOldtoadmireandmakeanefrbrt
to keepup,turned outtobe afakelikethehlcon.Onlydisappointment,

fatigue,andresentmentremained.Therefore,itmaybesaidthatSpadegives

GutmanOVertO the police to revengehimselfonthefatman:the character

resemblingHammett'sfather.

3.TheDividedMother

Ontheotherhand,Hammetthadverygoodrelationswithhismotber･She

lovedhimthebestofhertheechldrenandtaughthimreading,Whichsoonhe

becameCaughtupinsointensebrthathisgradesgradual1ydropped.9

【Hammett】was close to his mother and wanted tolive up to her

expectationsofhimasamanOfhonQur,buthistemperamentmadethis
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dimcult.(Hamilton122)

AdetectivewasthemostsuitableproftssionforHam皿ett,Wbo,although

tryingto"1iveuptoherexpectations"･foundhimselfwalkingthesamerOadas

hishtherafterall･A鮎rhetookapositionatnnkertonDetectiveAgencyand

leameditscode･"thennkertoncodeallowedhimtojustifya"aCtionsolong

asitplayedsomepartinthedeftnseof`goodpeople=,(Hamilton122)･It

enabledhimtokelhewas"amanOfhonour"･Whoprotected"goodpeople"as

longashefo1lowedit.

ButHammett'sftelingsforhismothercouldnotbesimplycal1edlove.His

daughternotes･"When(Hammett)waslittle,hesaid,helikedtoimaginethathe

WaSadopted･andonestornwnighthis`real'htherwouldcomedrivingdown

theroadtoreclaimhim''Uo20)･Fromthisepisode,WeCaneaSibrrecognizehis

detestationforhisfather.But,ifonehateshis/herfatherandloveshis/her

mother･itisnotsonaturalthathe/Sheshouldhopetobe1.adopted"because

beingadoptedmakeshim/hertoleavehis/herdar1ingmother.

Hisbiographer･DianeJohnson･alsomentionsaninterestingepisode･

HiscrisisofftelingabouthisparentSWaSintensinedbythedeathnowof

hismother･HammettdidnotgoEastforhismother,sfuneral,buthe

grieved,heftltasorphanedasJose.Hesignedsomeofhisfirststories

"Peter Collinson";in the underworld,Peter Collins was a
namefor

nobody,aJohnDoe,SOPeterCo11insonmeantnObody,sson.一Uohnson

me⊥昨37)

Intheseepisodes･WegetglimpsesofHammett.SCOmplexftelingsabouthis

mother･SuchftelingsareClear1yshownin冊e肋tteseFblcoTt,eSPeCial1yinthe

mostimportantelement:therelationshipbetweenSpadeandBrigid.

ThihkingofSpade,WhostrugglestofulnllBrigid'sdemandthoughdoubting

her,OneWOuldberemindedthattheirrelationshipissimi1artOthatbetween

HaLmmettandhismothertosomeextent.Itis
oftenindicatedthatthereason

Spadeletshispa止ner･Archer,gOWhenhereceivesthe丘rstrequestLtomBrigid

isthatSpadehassuspicionsagainstherffomthebegirming･Inthatcase,there

isnoreasonthatSpademustriskhishLttocarryouthisdutybecauseBrigid

isnotamOng"gOOdpeople"atal1.Besides,thecodeofprokssionalethicsdoes

notrequireprotectingtheclientwi10ki11sadetective･Therefore,Spadeworks

hardnotsomuchforaclientasforsomeonewhoserequestsorexpectationshe
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mustfumllatanycost.SuchapersonforHammettisobvious:hismother.

Probablyowingtoit,infrontofBrigid,Spade,Whorarelyexpresseshis

ftelingswithhisactionsthoughhiscountenanCeOftenchangeS,CurSeSat

Dandyandsays toBrigid,"Childish,huh?"(461).But,Shorqyafterthat,he

asks Brigid nottobe childish by
sayingto her,"Don'tbrag aboutit.It's

Ch止血sh"(467).

Butit's-toosimplistictolinkBrigidwithHa皿mett'smotherwithoutcarefu1

COnSideration･Wemustexaminewhy Spade qpietly consigns Brigid to the

police.

Now,IwouldliketofocusonSpade'ssecretary,Eme.Sheisaverystrange

CharaCter･SheistheonlycharaCtertOWhomSpadetalkswithhisguarddown

inthenovelwherealmostal1characterstellliesortalkcautious吋.Itisoften

POinted outthatwomen's participationinsocietyincreased atthe timewhen

hard-boiled novels were popular and that emotionalbacklash againstit

COntributedtothecreationofvariousvi11ainesses.Yetthoughthisexplanation

appliestothevi11ainesseslikeBrigidandIva,itdoesnotexplainEme.TY10ugh
itcanbe saidthattherelationshipbetweenSpade'andEfneisbased onthe

traditionofthew∈Stern11,therestillremainsamysteryinEme'sattitude:her

intuitiveandabsolutecon丘denceinBrigid.Spadeinterpretsitastheftelings

CauSedbyhersympathyforthe same sex.Buthisinterpretation does not

explainwhyEmedetestsIva.

Itmaybehelpfu1tobearinrmindthatEmeisalsoamothedycharacter.The

OmCeWhereEfnespendsmostofthedayistheplaceforSpadetoretumtoand

Emealwayswelcomeshimwarmly.Inthefollowingpassage,WereCOgnizeless

therelationshipbetweenamanandawomanthanamOtherandherchild:

【Spade]leanedbackuntilthebackofhisheadoverthechair-tOpreSted

againstherbreast…Shemurmured,"Poorhead",andstrokeditinsilence

awhile.(523)

EfnealsostronglydemandsthatSpadeliveuptoBrigid'sexpectationsand

become"amanOfhonour".

"SamSpade",【she]said,"yOu'rethe mostcontemptible manGod ever

madewhenyouwanttObe.Becauseshedidsomethingwithoutcon丘ding

inyouyou'd sithereand do nothingwhenyouknowshe'sindanger,

Whenyouknowshemightbe-･"(524)
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HereEmecommanqSSpadenottobe"contemptible",awishHammettregarded

ashismother's.

Inaword.itcanbesaidthatBrigidandEfnerepresentdi鮎rentaspectsof

thesamePerSOn:Hammett'smother.Therefore,Eme,aSifsheknewal1about

her,hascompletecon丘denceinBrigidandstronglyasksSpadetohelpher.

Hammetthatedhisfatherbutlovedhismother.Hismother,however,tried

tokeephermaritalrelationship･nOmatterhowbadlyshewastreatedbyher

husband.

Trappedbythepettytyranmiesofal1ill,Vain.Southemhusband,Amie

HammettWaSnOnethelesstooproudtoftelsorryforherself･Ifyoucan,t

holdamarriagetogetherwithlove,Shetoldneighbors,doitwithsex.

(Marling肋Td-Bo

Ifasonrealizeshismothereventhinksofholdingamarriagewithsexwiththe

manheloathes,hemaywellbegintodoubtthevalueofthethingshestrivesto

PrOteCt･natistosay,itisquitepossiblethatHammettdoubtedifthehmily

hebelongedtowassovaluableandthathecametOaCOnClusion‥nO,it,snot･

In77wMattesePbkoTl,ahmily'sfragilityand丘ctitiousnessarereVealed.A

distortedhmily,Whlchconsists ofGutman(afather),Cairo(amother),and

Wilmer(ason),CO11apsesal1tooeasi吋aswehavealreadyseen.TbBrigid,with

ahintofsarCaSm,SpadetellsastoryofFlitcra軋whoreconsidershiswayoflife

Shockedby■abeam'sabruPtdroppingclosebyhim.moughFlitcraftleaveshis
fami1y,hesoonsetsupanewonesimilartOtheformer･Ithinkthisepisode

emphasizesless a chaotic essence oflift asis often pointed outthan

fo01ishnessofthemanWboagainappreciatesthevalueofahmilyhe once

abandonedandspoilshisdeterminationtogiveitup.12moughhenoticedthe

nctitiousnessofami1dlifeandabandonedafhmibr,FlitcraLtcomestobelieve

fornoapparentreaSOnthata払milyhassomevalue･

Hammettlivedwithhiswifeandch山drenforo叫負veyearS.In1926,dueto

theworseningofhislungtuberculosis,hebegantOliveapartfromhishI叫

andneverretumedtohmilylift･Evenbefore he divorced,he had affairs

accordingtohisdaughterUo66-67).A氏erhefinishedwdting7YLeMattese

PblcoTl･HammettftllinlovewithNellMartin,tOWhom771eGlassKeyis

dedicated･Neitherofthemackn0wiedgesthevalueofahmibT.



l49

Itinterested【them)toquestionoldideasandold-hatnotions:W址chwas

thehigherimperative-marriagevows orsexualattraction.notto

mentiQnlove?WhatwasthemoralpositionofanOtherWoman?‥.What

arethedutiesofamantOaW脆henolongerloves?UohnsonDashfett

地肌正79)

Itwi11beusefu1tonotethefactthathiswifeplacedmuchvalueonthe

famibTlikehismother･Becausehiswife"wasalwaysonetoshiftblameaWay

丘om the hmilywhen she could,"she didn,tblame Hammettbut"the sales

meetingshehadtoattend"fordrinkingtoomuchUo49)･Shewasnotwi11ing

todivorce･"Legalseparationordivorcewasadisgrace"inhereyesUo49-50).

ButHammett"COuldnotputupwiththeeverydayclatterandconfusionof

hmilylift,.and"dislikedthehypocrisyofshowyね皿1ilyholidayslikeChristmas

becausetheidealofthelovingfhmilyholdinghandsundertheChristmastree

hadn'tbeenhisexperience"Uo69).Therefore,hedivorcedadomesticatedwifb,

nevertoremarry.13

ForasonwhocannOtbelieveinthevalueofafhmily,itwouldbebarebr

endurablethathisdar1ingmotherengagesinsexforthevaluelessfami1y.It

musthave stirreduphis anguishanddoubts abouthermother's attitude.

Then･itwouldbenowonderthat,Whenhewdtesanovel,heshouldprqjectthe

hvorablepartOfhismotherontoonecharaCterandtheun免ⅣOrAble-thepart

hedoesnotknowhowtolove-OntOanOther.

nerefore,in乃eMdttese蝕coTl,amOtheris dividedinto two charaCterS:

Brigid,amOtherwho attempts to accomplishapurposewithhersexual

attractionandEme.amotherwhogivesSpadeselflesslovewithouthaving

SexualrelationshipswithanyOne･14Spade,thoughdoubtingBrigid,doeshis

utmosttolive upto herexpectations aswellas Eme's.15His doubts about

Brigid,Wbomakesuseofhersexualattractiontoheradvantage,blowoutas

angerWbensheseducesSpade.TbBrigid,Whosays,"CanIbuyyouwithmy

bodyr(439),Spadeexpresseshisoutrage:

Hekissedhermouthroughlyand
contemptuousbT...His払cewashard

andhdous.･.Hestoodupandsaid:-Christ!There'snosenseto也is!"He

tooktwo stepstowards thefireplace and stopped,gloweringatthe

bu血nglogs,grindinghisteethtogether.(439)

HisdoubtsaboutBrigidbecomesobigthatheeventuauystripsBrigidnakedto
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ex乱打Iineher.ButhecannOt丘ndanythingtoanSWerhisdoubts.

ThoughSpadegivesBrigidovertothepohceintheend,ths.condemnation

againstamotherirrvobestheseverepainonhispart.Criticizedabouthiscruel

treatmentofBrigidbyEme,"Spade'shcebecamePaleashisco皿ar廿(584).

ButSpade doeslove Brigid althoughheforsakes her.His remarkthat

"you'reanangel.Ⅰ'11waitforyou...IftheyhangyOuI'11alwaysrememberyou"

(579)doesnotseemtobeacompleteirorTy･Moreover,tOSendBrigidtoprison

istosendhertotheplacewheremencannOttOuChher(Kotaka93)･Bydoing

SO.HammettSeParateShismotherffomsex.

4.DeparturefromtheMother'sCode

HammetteXpreSSedhishat占forhishtherdirectbr.But,becausehismother

WaSanOb3ectofhisloveonasupernciallevel,heavoidedlookingdirecqyathis
internaldoubtsabouther･Suchemotionalstrugglegives77teMdtesePblcona

greatdealoftension,Wbichmakesthisdetectivenovela丘rst-rateliterarywork･

Ibelieve,hoⅥ杷Ver,COnSideringdepthoftheafniction,thatthereisafurther

CauSeOfhisambivalentfeelingsforhismother.AsIstated earlier,Ham皿ett

WaSwi11ingtofo1lowwhathismotherinstruCtedhim.Heeclectical1yreadmany

booksandwasextremebTreluctanttOhurt釘IyOne16,Obviousbrinfluencedby
his
mother,Whowas"knownaS`Lady'forherinsistence onmannerS and

morality"(Mar1ingDasTlie托Hammett2).Afterhe dropped out ofschool,he

drifted ffomjob tojob untilhe fbund employmentin PirlkertonDetective

Agency･Hewelcomedits code,Synthia Hamilton says,mainlybecauseit

enabledhimtofeelhewas"amanOfhonour"andguarded"goodpeople"･But

letusseeitfromadifftrentperspective.

Pinkertondetectives,in response to the deterioratingconditionofpublic

SeCurity,Chaseaftercriminals,lookforstolenvaluables,and-guardimportant

people.Notonbrthat,however,theywerekn0wnaSStrikebreakers･Inthose
days,thelabormovementwassoactivethattherefrequentlyoccu∬edstrikes･

Detectiveswerehiredbytherichtobreakthemup,PrObablybyvi01entmeanS･

So,Pinkerton detectives did not alwaysworkfor"good people･"Thereis a

Sigmi丘cantePisode,Whichshowsthedarksideoftbedetective'sworkofthose

days.

FrankLittle,alaboragitator,WaSkidnappedbysomemenonenight･Then.

inthemo血ng,hewasfounddead.Hehangfromthetrestlewithhistesticles

Cut Off･Itwas clearthat amine ownerordered killingofthe agitatorand
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Pinkertondetectivesjoinedaconspiraqbecause"menhadcometo(Hammett】

andtoothernnkertonagentsandhadproposedthattheyhelpdoawaywith

FrankLittle･"Uohnson771eL,昨20)Hammettrefusedthisproposal,buthekept

WOfkingasannkertondetectiveasifnothinghadhappened.Tbisfactimplies

thatHammettknewhewasoneofthepeoplewhosometimeshamed`good

PeOple"･Givenhislatercommitmenttocom血unism,itishigh1ylikelythat

WO上kerswereamOnghis"goodpeople"asDianeJolmsonsays.17

WhatisimportantisthatHammettcontinuedtoworkasadetectivethough

heknewhisjob sometimesbetrayedthe expectations ofhismother.This

"sometiTneS''issign班cantbecauseHammettwantedthecode,Whichisatonce

SimilartOanddiLrtrent丘omhismother,s.

Hammett'smother.An血eHammett,"heldherselfsuperiortoherhusband's

hmi&･"(Mar1ingDcLSTlfell肋mTTWttl)Herson,Whostronglysympathizedwith

her,natural1yfo1lowedherinstruCtions,nOthishther's.Inhct,hisprofligate

htherwasnotinapositiontoteachhimhowtolive.Hammettlovedhismother

andtriedtofo1lowheradvice･TY10ughhehadchangedjobs丘equenuydueto

hisal00hess,Whichh寧pOSSiblyleamedh･Omhismother.he丘nalyfoundthe

jobthatostensibbTSeemedtobenttedforhismother'scodeandworkedasa

detectiveforalongtime.

Butin America,Where there are a beliefin"self-made man,,and a

derogatoryterm"mama's boy",One muStbecomeindependentofhis/her

ParentS,eSPeCialbTOfhis/hermother.So,Whilehefe1tveryclosetohismother,
Hammett,prObablyunconsciously,leftherlittlebylittle.Hehatedvi01encein

actual1iLt,buthelikedtodepictvi01entscenesinhisworksandmadereaders

thinkhewas a tough-guyOVerCOmingmanychallenges.His pursuitfbr

masculinityisobvious.Heservedinthewa∫twiceand,inthesecondservice,

WaSCal1ed"Pop''byyoungsoldierslikeHemingwaywhoalsohadanOPPreSSive

mother･Even his
writing style maybe related to his fascinationwith

masculinity･Succinctand preciseexpression supports masculine reticence,

andfromapsychoanalyticperspective,itcounteractsachaotic,Vague,almost

borderlessbondbetweenamotherandachild.

However,becausehelovedhismother.HammettCOuldnotopenlyr句ect

her･Hehadtoleavehismotheruncon$Ciously,beingconsciousofhisloyalty.

Tbennkertoncodewasidealforsuchpsychologicalneed.Itmainlyencouraged

himtofu岨11hismother'sdemand,butpartial1ytogoawayfromit.Therefore,

Primarilythe code ofdetective requires respondingto expectations ofhis

mother,butbehindit,hnkedwithanaVerSiontoher,WOrkstoelirninateher.
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InmeA4dttesePblcoTl,itisclearthatbeingfai帆1tothecodeofdetectives

leadstoeliminationofmotherlikecharaCterS･WhenuncoveringBrigid'scrime,

Spadeenumeratessevenreasonsbasedontbecodeofdetectives.

Whenaman'spartneriskilledhe'ssupposedtodosomethingabout

it･･･Hewasyourpartnerandyou'resupposedtodosomethingaboutit.

Thenithappenswewereinthe detectivebusiness.Well,Whenone
of

yourorganizationgetski11edit'sbadbusinesstolettheki11ergetaway

withit･It'sbadal1around-badforthatorganization.badforevery

detective
everywhere･Third,Ⅰ'madetectiveand expectingmetorun

Criminalsdownandthenletthemgo丘eeislikeaskingadogtocatcha

rabbitandletitgo….(58l-82)

BrigidmustbepunishedbecauseSpadeisadetective.TYleCOdeofdetectives

requiresit･After he made Brigid arrest占d accordingto his
code,Effie

reproacheshimforit･Heshivers,POSSiblyfeelingalone(585).

InRedHaTVeSt,an0thermother丘gureiseliminated.A托erhe払iledinhis

attempttobringpeacetoPersonvillewiththepeaceconftrence,theOpvisits

Dinab･araPaCiouswoman,andcomplainstoher･Dinah"smiledtooso氏1yand

SPOketooindulgentbT",Saying,`.It'snotyourfault,dading/(137)Inthisscene,
the Opunusuallybetrayshisfeelingsandspeakshonestly.Dinah,Whois

depictedasanirresponsibleandtreacherousWOman,COnSOlesthedepressed

Opfornogoodreason.

Butthismother丘gure,duetoitspseudomotherhood,iski11edsoonafter

thescene･TheOpistheprimesuspect･A鮎rwakingupfromadreamCauSed

bylaudanum,hefoundhmselfholdingthegripoftheicepickstickinginher

breast･mOugh1aterheturnSOuttObeirmocent,thedescriptionofthedeathof

DinahgivesustheimpressionthatitistheOpthatkilledher-amOther.

-ThedepictionoftheOp'sdreamWhnekillingofDinahisbeingcarriedoutis

arare SCene reVealingacharacter's consciousnessand te11s us much about

Ha皿mett'sownCOnSCiousness･Inhisdream,theOppursuesthewomanwitha

longblackveilwhomheknowswellbutforgetswhosheis.Itwouldnotbe

unreasonabletoregardthiswomanaSamOtherbecausetheOphasjusttalked

withDinahamother丘gu代,beforehefhllsasleepatherelbow.Ablackveilthe

WOmanWearS
PrObabbrhas somethingto

dowithHammett's doubtsforhis

mother･UnabletoknowwbathismotherhasinⅡ血d,theOp(Hammett)huntS

forherrealnatureasSpadestripsBrigidnakedtoinvestigateher･Beforelong,
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thewomanappearsinffontofhimandbeginskissinghim･Heis"very

uncomfbrtablebecauseeverybody【stands】aroundlookingat【them)and

laughing"(142)･ItseemstoshowthepressureHamettfe1t打omAmerican

SOCiety,Where"mama'sboy''islookeddownOn.Sohefeelsembarrassedwhen

themotherhkewomankisseshiminpublic.W封dngupfromthenextdream,

WheretheOpkilledthemanhehated･hefindsDinah,sdeadbodywiththeice

Pickheholdsstuck.natistosay,hebidshrewe11tohismother,Whokissed

andemba汀aSSedhim･Thecloserhegetstohismother,themoreintensehis

embarrassmentbecomes･Comingclosetothemothergeneratesthedesireto

excludeher.

Ofcourse,unCOnSCious elimination ofhis mother,Whom Hammettloves

much,tOrmentShimseverely･Hisdaughterremembers:

There'salwaysthetheory,eSPeCia11yconcerningwriters.ofdrinkas

aneSthetic-thatitsusewastodeadentheirpsychicpain･Well,Papa

Cardedaroundatonofthat.Butifhedranktodeadenit,itsuredidn,t

WOrk.

WhatIbelievedasachildwasthathedranktopunishhimself;Whenhe

WaShurtingothers,hewashurtinghimselflmatdidn't,andstilldoesn't,

makea"SenSetOme･Butmaybeitmakesasmuchsenseasanything

else.UollO)

Hisftelingsforhismotherarealwaysanbivalent.Itisnowonderthathe

triedtolookawayftomdistufbedemotions.Hisdaughtersayssheregretsthat

Shedidnotaskhimabouthismotber.HerremarkmeanSHammettdidnottalk

abouthismotheratal1whileheexpressedhishateforhishther･

0wingtotheseambivalentandproblematicfeelings,HammettWaSreluctant

todealwith"irmerlife"･Forhim,emOtionswereperplexing.Therefore,itcanbe

Saidthathisappreciationofself-reStraintcamefromhisfearofemotions.

Love,a
StrOng emOtion,is always enigmaticinHammett's novels and

thereforemustberepressed･Becausehispurestandmostprimitivelove-the

loveforhismother-WaStangled,loveinhisnovelsisdestinedtoberuined.In

his second novel,Tfte DairlCLLrSe,Hammett thoroughly reveals the

dangerOuSneSSOflove･Inthisnovel,theunimpassionedOpexposesguiltofhis

Oldfhend,Fitzstephan,Who crazilyloves awomanandcommits crimes to

acquire her･Many critics point out the similaritybetween Hammett and

Fitzstephan･18Based onthat･WilliamNolanindicates Hammett,s"split
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PerSOnality":

【Hammett】washalfthepragmatic,tOugh-mindedex-Pinkertondetective

andhalftheimaginativenovelistcortjuringupGothiccursesanddoomed

heroines･IntheDainbook･hesimplyputthesetwooppositehabesof

himselfonpaper,playingthemagainsteachotherasheroandvillain.

Tbedetectiveisthe負nalwi皿er;thedreamerisdefeatedbytheredist･

(肋m正84)

BypunishingFitzstephan,his sentimentalself二Hammetttries torestrainhis

Sentiments-eSpeCialけhisintricatelove.
Thereisan0therpointweshouldexaminein77wDafTICu.TSe.InHammett,s

novels･theresometimesappeartheepisodeswithdifFbrenttones丘omhisstoic

andmatter-Of-hctdescriptionsuchastheOp,sdreamandhismonologueto

DinahinRed･肋1VeSt･Inthisnovel.thescenewherethequasi-ghostattacks

theOpisonesuchexamPle･IntheTempleoftheHolyGrai1,theOpseesan

amOrPhousandfog-1ikething.ItwrapShimarOundandbearShimdownwith

its"immensesuffbcatingweight"･Ithas"nosolidity"but"weightthatwas

pressing【him)down,SmOthering【him]･"(271)Hisattemptstobeatitback

resultinhilure･Whatisworse,hebleedsftomhislefthand,tryingtoclawit.

Asisunusualwithhim･theOpbecomesupsetandscurriesaway･

Troubledemotionsareoftencloselyrelatedtofeelingsforthemother.Ⅰ

thinkitmakessensetointerpretthssceneinthecontextofproblemsabout

themother･Inotherwords,thefog-1ikethingembodiesthepressureHammett

unconsciously ftlt ffom his mother.Because ofhis unawareness,itis

amOrPhous･ItwraPShimupandhas"themonstrousweightonhim."Against

thisoverwhelmingforceofhismother's,hetriesto丘ghtback.Heclawsitand

bleedsbecauseattackinghismotherisattackinghisbelovedone.ItnaturalbT

damageShim･Inthisinterpretation,WeCanSeehisenmityagainsthismother-

andHammetthimself,Whohassuchafeeling.

Behindhishard-boiledtextlieproblematicfbelingsforhismother.Hammett

keptgazingatonlythetip oftheiceberg.Inaway,itwasinevitablethat

Hammett chose towrite detective novels.Its``anti-feminism,,makesfemale

Characterstreacherousanduncanny,Whichwas suitedtohisunconscious

mind.
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5TheldealMother,theRealFather

meMdtese蝕coTlisnotasimplestory.Inthsnovel∴Hammettdoesnot

intendtomakereadersperceiveち巾CismtingedwithsenseoffutihtyofSpade,

Whostrugglesforhisbelovedoneand,thoughob仙ngnothing,SuCCeedsin

Stickingtohisbelieftotheend.Asisclearfromthe払ctthatRobertEdenbaum

regardshimavi11ain,thegapbetweenSpadeandvillainsdoesnotseemvery

wide･The cause ofthis simila^tycouldbe attributed to Hammett'swdting

S吋Ie.

AsIstatedearlier,hissty1eisthoroughbro句ective･Thenarrativefocuseson
Spade's behaviorbut does not describe his mind･Thi$unique styleisvery

interestingand,aSIhaveargued,mayreneCthisintemalurging･Butitisnot

Suitableforadetectivenovel.BecausereaderscannOt丘ndoutwhatSpadehas

inmind,Spade'sbeha扇OrCanbeinterpretedinvariousways･Therefore,We

CannOtdenythepossibilitythatSpadeisacontemptibleman,Whohuntsafter

thestatueofhlconforitshigh-Valueandimproveshisimagetotbepoliceby

turningin the people nolonger necessary such as Gutman and Brigid･

Dependingontheperspective,GutmanandheareOrarenOtalike･Hammett

does notdeclarethatitisveryhonorable ofSpade to tryhardtofulnllthe

demandsofclientsorELne.HeleavesroomforthepossibilitythatSpadetakes

advantageOfBrigidtoobtainthestatueoffhlcon･

TbisambiguityisalsolikelytoresultfromHammett'srelationshipwithhis

ParentS.ThoughHammettdetestedhishtherandgrandfather,hebecame a

hard-drinkingandwomanizingmanlike them.He couldnotkeepworking

eamestlyandchangedjobsfrequentlylikehisfather･HisfhgbteningawareneSS
thatheendedup as aprofligateman1ikehishtherinspiteofhismother's

expectationscouldnotbeeぬcedeasily.

nlerefore,itismorethanPrObablethatthesuspicionHammett(Spade)and

hishther(Gutman)weretwoofakindnecessitatedtheambiguityofSpade's

motivation.Spadehadtobedescribednotonlyasanhonorablemanbutalso

asthemanWhowouldgivereaderstheimpressionthathehadonefootinthe

WOrldofcri血nalssuchasGutmanthough負ghtingforBrigidandEfne･
Inasense,Edenbaum'sindicationisright.HaLmmettWaS"aVi11ain",Wbo

betrayed his mother･Moreover,heattackedand tried to eliminateher-"an

innocentvictim".But shewasalwayswithHammett･-IftheyhangyOu".he

WOuldhavesaidtoher,"rualwaysrememberyou.'Ofcourseheneverforgot
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Ⅳotes

I
Fiedler499

2
Atthebeginningofthenovel,hisnon-human1ikevisageisdepicted.

SamuelSpade'sjawwaslongandbony,hischinajuttingvunderthemore

flexiblevofhis mouth.Hisnostri1scurvedbacktomakeanOther,Smal1er,V.

Hisye1low-greyeyeSWere horizontal･Thevmotifwaspicked
upagainby

thickishbrowsrisingoutwardfromtwincreasesaboveahookednose.andhis

pale brown hairgrewdown-ffomhigh nattemples-in apointonhis

forehead･Helookedratherpleasantlylikeablondsatan.(391】

3

Astheexampleofthorough1yo句ectivedescription,thebeginningofChapter2is

OftenreftrTedto.

Atelephone-be11.rangindarkness.Whenithadrungthreetimesbed-SPrings

Creaked,丘ngersfumbledonwood,SOmethingsmal1andhardthudded ona

CarPetedfl00r,thespringscreakedagain,andaman'svoicesaid:

`■He1lo…･Yes,Speahg….Dead?…Yes….Fifteenminutes.manks."

Aswitchclickedand awhite bowlhungonthreegilded chains ftomthe

Ceiling'scenter丘11edtheroomwith1ight.Spade,barefootedingreenandwhite

Checkedp勾amaS,SatOnthesideofhisbed.Hescowiedatthetelephoneon

thetablewhilehishandstookftombesideitapacketofbrownPaperSanda

SaCkofBullDurhantObacco.(398)

Depictionisrestrictedtothevisibleandtheaudiblelikeasceneofamovie.

4
WiuiamMarlingalsoindicatesHammett'saversionto"irmerl脆".

Hammettfe1tunCertain aboutemotions;aS he remarkedwhenheincamated

theminoneunpredictablecharaCter."youdon'tknowappro幻matebrwhatthey

wi11beunderanygivensetofcircumstanCeS,and so theyare sources of

uneasiness and confusion.You can't count on them.They makeyou

unCOmfortable."(蝕Ttie!lEhmT7Wtt25)

He且ndstheexampleinthedreanOftheOpinRedEhTVeSt･nleOp,COkedup,has

twodreamS･Inthe丘rstdream,hepursuesthewomanheknowswe11thoughhecan

notgetnearer･WhenhefinalbT且ndsher,Shebeginstoklsshiminfrontofpeopleand

e血barrasshim･Inthesecond,theOpchasesasmallbrovmman･Atthetopofthe



l57

bunding,hecatchesthemanbytheheadandfhllsofftheroofwithhim.Aboutthis

episode,Marlingsays,

BothdreamSarequeStS･the丘rsta氏erapersonalemotional1iftthatendsin

embaLrraSSment;thesecondafteraman(renectingtheOp'soccupation)that

endsindeath･Bothhaveanimmediateけapparentsentimentaivalue,Wbichis

Onefunction･But,takensequentidly,theal1egoricfunctionistoimplythatthe

admissionofemotionleadstodeath.(DasTlfellHaTTV7Wtt54)
5
Fiedler499

6
signlBcantly,hispartner･MilesArcher,iskilledsoonafterthenovelbegins･A

detective･theloneandun托tteredcowboy･muStSOIvetheproblemsin?011tude･

7
Jo20

8

Thoughtherearesomedi鮎rencesbetweensturdySpadeandphthisicalHammett,

SpadewascreatedwithHa皿mett,sconsiderableempathy･

Hammettalsoliked his protagonists,eSPeCiauyheroes,and he understood

them･Heidenti丘edwiththem,and sometimes signed hisletterswiththeir

nameS:Spade…Uohnson87)

Moreover.Spade'sname,Sam,isthesameaSHammett'sname.

9
Hammett'sloveforhis motherandhateforhishtherare shminthefactthat

"hedroppedthe SamuelwhenhebegantOWdteproftssional丘ction"(Nolan25).

SamuelisthenameOfhispaternalgrandLhtherwhileDashiellis地smother'smaiden

name.SamuelDashiellHammettSelectedthenameOfDashiellHammettasawdter;

thaLtis,hedroppedhishtherandselectedhismother.

Hammett●s daughter,Jo Hammett,also confirms these emotions about his

ParentS･Shesays"Papacomplainedtomysisterinthefortiesthathewishedhis

htherwouldquitbraggingabouthisladyfhends.ThoughAmieHammetthadbeen

deadformanyyears,itstinrankledPapatoberemindedhowhisfather,s曲irshad

bu止ber"(20).

ShealsodescribesthecloserelationshipbetweenHammettandhismother(21-25).

10NottovisithisparentSWaStyPicalbehaviorofHammettaShisdaughtertestiAed.

｢Ⅳhen[hlsfather)wasinhislastdays,Papasentmoneyandclothes,buthedidnot

deuverthemhimse『(21).WemustkeepinmindthathewasreluctanttOSeehis

parentsdirecqy.

11Referringto thetraditionHamiltonsays,"the self-madeindividualistand his

idealねed,humblehelpmateremainedcentraltoAmerica'sdreamSCaPe.→(35)

12spadesays,"Idon'tthink(Flitcraft)evenknewhehadsettledbacknatufalbTinto

thesamegrOOVehehadjumpedoutofinTacoma.Butthat'sthepartOfitIabays

liked"(445).Therefore,itseems reasonablethatSpade should esteemFlitcraft's

abihtytoadapt･But,aSWiuiamM訂1ingsays,WeShouldperceiveanironictonein
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Spade'sstatement(7YteAT7WTiccLTl145-46)because"beamSdonotcontinueto払11in

Flitcra打sworld,buttheydoinSpade's｢脛denbaum84).

13AboutHammett'sshort-1ivedmarriage,fuchardLaymanSayS"Hisbriefexperience

withEhndylifthadprovenwhathehadcle叫SuSpeCted:thatitⅥ吼SnOtforhim,

especi叫whensomarwopportunitieswereavailable.HehadacareertOdevelopthat

requiredal1hisenergies"(DαSTlietlEhT7V7Wtt's13).
14
williamNolancal1sher-ade-Sexualizedmother負gure''(DαSTtiellEhmmett128).

15
Brigid's丘rstrequestasMissWondedyistobringbackhersisterlestherparents

Shouldnotworry,Whichaimstokeepherぬmily.Fromthisepisode,itisclearthat

SOmeOneWhowantStOkeepahrni&isoverlappedwithBrigid.
16 E爪eis also asupporterofthevalue ofahmily.Shehveswithherhmibrand

probabbrhopesmadagebetweenSpadeandBrigid.JasmineYongHal1says,"Spade
hasgivenBrigidovertothepolice,and【Efne】respondstohisembracewithphysical

aversion･She hasbeenexpectingthe more traditionalsocialromance endingof

ma汀iage,butTYteMaltesePbkoTlendswiththelover'sincarCeration"(234).

RobertEdenbaumpointsoutBrigid'sratherconventionaltendenqY.

(Brigid=加1sbackonasetofconventionsthatshehasdiscardedinheroⅥ1

1ift.butwhich she naively assumes stillhold fbrothers'.Atthe end ofthe

novel,BrigidisnotmerelyactinghershockatSpade's refusalto shieldher:

thatshockisasgenuineasEmePerine'satSpadeforthatsamerefusal-and

assentimental.(84)

Spade,however,aS ChristopherMetress says,doesnotcareaboutthe"interestsof

SOCietyandfhmily"【223).So,theirattitudestoafhmilymaybeoneofthereasons

WhySpadekeepshimselfatarm'slengthwiththem.

16JohnsonmeL㌍23

17Jobnson几e⊥㌍21
18
FitzstephanisawriterlikeHammett.WnliamNolanSaySthefo1lowingdescription

"wasobviousself-description"(HaT7V7Wtt84):

【A】long,1ean,SOrrel-hairedmanOfthirty-tWOwithsleepygrayeyes,awide,

humourousmouth,and careless吋WOmClotbes;amanWhopretended tobe

lazierthanhewas,Whowouldrathertalkthandoanythingelse,andhadalot

Ofwbatseemedtobeaccurateinformationandoriginalideasonarwsu句ect

thathappenedtocome,aSlongasitwasalittleoutoftheordinary･
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