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WhenwereadThomasIヤnchon's77wCr甘fTTgQfLDt49(CL,1966)carefu11y,

Wenndthatheisundertheinfluenceofliteraryworksinthepast,eSPeCiauy

thoseinthe1920sand1930s:ScottFitzgerald's771eGreatGatsby(1925),

DashiellHammett's7YleMalteseFbtcorl(1930),WilliamFaulkner'sL匂htiTI

August(LA,1932),ErneStHemingway's"AClean,Well-LightedPlace"(1933),

andsoon･Somepeoplemight丘nddisparitiesbetweenthosenovelswrittenin
difftrenttimes,butcritics have pointed out similarities betweenthem.

AccordingtoRaymOndOlderman,aWdterinthe1960sisdeeplyconcerned

with"hisreactiontoawastelandwodd"(01derman8).Hegoesontosaythat

"meGreatGatsbyisthefirstnoveltoseethepotentialaptnessoftheimageof

theⅥ租Stelandforthenovelofmodemtimes"(01derman10).Asfaras T7w

CryfTTgQfLDt49is concerned,Tbomas Schaub associatesitwithneGreat

Gatsby,Saying,"Mostconvincingofall,Pynchondirectlyquotesfrom

Fitzgerald'snovel【77wGreatGatsby】"("Influence"139).1InthesameWay,I

WOuldliketorevealtherelationbetween巧mchon'sworkandFaulkner,s,in

ParticularSimi1aritiesbetweenOedipaMaasandJoeChristmas.

WhatOedipaandJoehaveincommOnistheirreactionto"awasteland

WOrld,"?risthateachofthem,aSanindividual,丘ghtsagainstsociety.Inthis

respect,TonyTannersays,"OedipaMaasinheritedAmericaandcametOthe

edgeofmadnessanddespair''(Ctty180).Likewise,IrvingHowesays,"InL,姉t

iTIALtguStaCentralconcerniswiththerelationbetweenaman'ssocialroleand

Privatebeing:【･‥】JoeChristmasasabew山deredmanStrugglingtowardthe

rudimentsofconsciousness"(Howe201)･nlereare也reem勾Or.Simi1arities

betweenthetwocharaCterS.First,thewoddwhichsurTOundsthemis"awaste

landworld,"anarCissisticclosedsystemwithoutanyPOSSibilityofredemption.

Second,reSistingtheirduenceofaclosedsystemonthem,theytryhardto

questforredemption,Orfortheirrealidentities･hstly,theydoso,Onbrto丘nd
thattheyhaⅦadividedself:thattheiridentitiesaremOreCOmPlicatedthan
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Thoughth甲areClosebrinterwoven･tWOthemesdominate几eCTyiTTg

49･蝕st,OedipaMaastriestofindoutwhatshereal1yis･withthehelpofthe

unidentifiedword‥mSterO･JustasMam11･sDemonintheNe払stisMachine

SOrtS"outthefastmoleculesfromtheslowones"(CL59)･SOdoesOedipa,in

SanNarCiso(i･e･inAmerica),pickouttheusefu1clues丘･Omtheuseless｡neS.2

However,Whatshe血dsisthelossofheridentity;Sheissuspended,POWerless

todecidewhethersheis"intheotbitingecstasyofatrueparanOia,Orareal

mstero"(CL126)･Second･Oedipahastotravelonherown,withoutanyOne･s

help･Malecharactersaroundher･SuChasMucho･Hilarius,Metzgerand

Driblette･CannQttakeherawayffomthetowerinwhichsheftelssheis

COn丘ned･becausetheythemselvesaretrapPedwithintheirnarCissisticclosed

SyStemS.

NarCissismplaysaprimaryroleinmeCTyfTTgQfLDt49,and巧mchonrefers

tomanythingsremindingusofit.MuchoMaaswbistles"IWanttOEissY｡ur

Feet"(CL14)･andin771eCourier,s升agedytheevilDukeofSquamuglia

"murderedthegoodDukeofa句OiningFaggio.bypoisoningtheftetonan

imageofSaintNarcissus･BishopofJeruSalem･inthecourtchapel,Whichfeet

theDukewasinthehabitofklssingeverySundayMass･･(CL･44)･3Thecity

arOundwhichOedipalingersiscal1edSanNarCiso･ThereOedipastaysatEcho

Courts･thehceofwhoserTymph"wasmuchlikeOedipa･s,"andthenymph

"wassmi1ingalipstickedandpublicsmile,nOtquiteahooker･sbutnowhere

nearthatofanynymphpiningawaywithloveeither"(CL･16);Oedipaisan

Echo･andthehctshowsthatshecannOtaPPealtoaNarCissusforherrescue.4

InEchoCourts･thereisaswimmingpool"inwhichNarCissusseeshis払tal

reflection"(Grant33)･InBerkeley,OedipahappenstomeetanOldsailor,and

hehasapictureofSaintNarCissus,"Changingweu-WatertOOilforJeruSalem･s

EasterlampS"inhishttleroom(CL88).

Narcissismisprivytotheentropicclosedsystem.whichresultslogicalbrin

(heat)death･5ThegoodDukediesbykissingtheftetonanimageofSaint

NarCissus･Whensheholdshim,Oediparealizesthatthesailor,Whohasa

pictureofSaintNarCissusinhisroom,isabouttodie.

SherememberedJohnNefastis,talkingabouthisMac山ne,andmassive

destruCtionsofinformation･Sowbenthismattressflaredupar0undthe

Sailor･inhisViking'sfuneral‥thestoredcodedyearsofuselessness,ea巾
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death,Se払harrO雨ng,thesuredecayofhope,thesetofanmenwhohad

Sleptonit,Whatevertheiruveshadbeen,WOuldtru1yceasetobe,forever,

Wben the mattress bumed.She stared atitinwonder.Itwas asifshe

hadjustdiscoveredtheirreversibleprocess.(CL,細

Inhct,Shehasjustdiscoveredtheirreversibleprocess,theentropicprocessof

dea也.

We find some traits ofnarcissismin male characters around Oedipa:

indi飴rencetoothers,megalomania,aneither-Ordichotomyandbeinglovedby

Others･NarCissisticpeoplelovethemselvessopassionatelythattheyaretOtal1y

indi鮎renttoothers,ignorantOfreallove.Tbeyarealsomegalomaniac,being

too self-Obsessed to take othersinto consideration.Accordingto Freud,

``【p】atientsofthis kind(aprimaryandnormalnarcissism][‥.】displaytwo

fundamentalcharacteristics:megalomaniaanddiversionoftheirinterestffom

theextemalworld-frompeopleandthings''【Freud74)･Tboughitisinsome

measureseenamOnguSal1,theirexclusionoftheexternalwodd,andofother

possibilities,makesthemallthemoreiⅢVOIvedinaneither-Ordichotomy:

Wehave,however,nOtCOnCludedthathumanbeingsaredividedintotwo

SharPlydi飴rentiatedgroups,aCCOrdingas theiro句ect-ChoiceconformS

totheanaCliticortothenarCissistictype;We aSSumeratherthatboth

kindsofo切ect-ChoiceareOPentOeaChindividual,thoughhemayshowa

Preftrenceforoneortheother.(Freud88)

They are allthe more attractive because ofsuch an exclusion,and they

reinforcetheirnarCissismasaresultofbeinglovedbyothers.Freudsays,"【..

･】【A】notherperson's
narcissism has agreat attractionforthosewho have

renounCedpartoftheirownnarCissismandareinsearChofobject-love"(Freud

89),and"Aperson wholoves has,SO tO SPeak,forfeited a part ofhis

narCissism,anditcan0nlybereplacedbyhisbeingloved"(Freud98).

These fotlr traits characterize Mucho Maas,Oedipa's husband,aS a

narCissist･Ifanything,heisindi飴renttoothers･includinghisspoワSe･He

COmPlainsofhisjob,beforeOedipaaskshimforadvice.beingatalosswhere

tobegininexecutingInverarity'swi11.A氏ershe showshimtheletterfrom

Metzgerandaskshimwhatsheshoulddo,hesays,helpless,"Executeawi11,

there'snothingIcantellyou,SeeRoseman''(CL,9).Whensheleaveshimfor

SanNarciso,heis"sadtoseehergo,butnotdesperate''(CL,14)･
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Muchohas twomegalomaniacvisions:avisionofle】ndless,COnVOluted

incest"asausedcarSalesman(CL･8),andthatof"ricb,Chocolaty,gOOdness"as

adiskjockey(CL98).HehasbeenaLnictedwithhisvisionofincestsincehe

WaS auSed carSalesman･Heis so easilyupsetthathe cammOtendurethe

thingsandwordsthatremindhimoftheirtjusticeffequentlycommittedby

PeOpleintheproftssion･Inaused car,he always discoversvestiges ofa

miserablelife1ivedbyitspoorowner:}al1thebitsandpiecescoateduniformly,

1ikeasaladofdespair,inagreydressingofash,COndensedexhaust,dust,body

WaSteS''(CL･8)･HefeelsitakindofincestthateverycustomerexchangeShis

OwnCarforan0ther,eaChrepresentingexactlywbatlifeitsownerhasled.In

the end,he has
anentropicnightmare,andinthe nightmare

the acronym

NAm(theNationalAntomobileDealer'sAssociation)onAsignturnSintothe

WOrd"nada,"whichmeanSnOthingness.6

Mucho,adiskjockey.has"hisvisionofconsensus"withtbeaidofuSD(CL,

99)･Funch,hisboss,tellsOedipathat"they'recal1inghimtheBrother's凡【‥

･】Daybyday,Wende11islesshimselfandmoregeneric.[‥.】He'sawalking

assemblyofman"(CL97).Muchobelievesthathe couldweave partSinto a

wi101e,and could divide awholeintopartS,withhisimagination.Heisso

awareOfamiracleperformedbywordsthat,throughthem,anin丘nitediversity

Ofpeoplecouldturnintooneness.Hesays:

Inoticedit【rich,Chocolaty,gOOdness】theothernighthearingRabbitdoa

COmmerCial･Nomatterwbo'stalking,thedi∬trentpowerspectraarethe

Same,give or take a smallpercentage･So you and Rabbit have

SOmethingincommonnow･Morethanthat･Everybodywho saysthe

SameWOrdsis the same PerSOnifthe spectraare the same Onlythey

happendi鮎rentlyintime,yOudig?Butthetimeisarbitrary.Youpick

yourzero point anywhereyouwant,thatwayyou can shufne each

PerSOn's timeline sideways tilltbeyal1coincide.menyou'dhavethis

big,God,maybeacouplehundredmi1lionchoruSSaying"richchocolaty

goodness"together,anditwouldallbethesameVOice･(CL･98-9)

Likethis,Muchohaseitheravisionofnothingnessorthatofoneness;in

Otherwords,heiscompletelycontro11edbyaneither-Ordichotomy･Beforehe

takes LSD,he attachestoomuchsigni丘canCe tObeingaused carsalesman,

and no signi丘cancewhatevertobeinga diskjockey:`【h]e had believed too

muchinthelot,hebelievednotatallinthestation"(CL9).A托erhetakesI.SD,
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hovwever･heisnolongerannoyedbytheentropicdream,andbelievesinthe

miracle丘'Omthebottomofhisheart:"【t】hebaddreamthatIusedtohaveal1

thetime･aboutthecarlot･remePberthat?【‥･】Itdoesn･tbotherme弧y

more"(CL100)･At&stwordsbringhimthenightmare,butthentheyspare

himafearOfnothingness.

Muchoislovedbygirls,justasNarcissusislovedbyEcho.Funch

COmPlainsthatMuchoissexuallyattractiveandthatgirlslistenihgtohim

expresstheirlustfu1desirestooopenly･``Ⅰ,mtoohomy,nOW･WhatIshouldbe

isayoungfather･abigbrother･Tbeselittlechickscallinwithrequests,naked

lust･tOFunch'sear･throbsineverywordIsay"(CL･9)･Moreover,heeasilygets

theloveofteenagegirlsforhim:"【.‥】aSharOn,LindaorMichele,SeVenteen

andwhatiskn0wnaSahipone･Whosevelvetedeyesultimately,Statistical1y

WOuldmeetMucho'sandrespond･andthethi瑠WOulddevelopthengroovyas

itcouldwhenyoufoundyoucouldn,tgetstatutoryrapereal1youtofthebackof

yourlaw-abidinghead"(CL30).

DrHila^us,Oedipa,spsychiatrist,isan0therNarcissus.Hisindifftrenceto

Othersleadshimtoregardpeoplearoundhimasamereobject,aSifheshotat

them-as"acleartarget"【CL91).InBuchenwaldhetriedhardtomakehces

thatwouldrenderJewsincurablymad,andnowheisperformingan

exPerimentwithLSD:"【t】hebridgeinward,.(Cい0)･Intheend.hehimselfgoes

mad･aSareSultofhismegalomaniacvisionofIsraelis,comingallofasudden

toaccusehimofhiscrimeintheSecondWorldWar･=iswayofthinkingis

OVetbomebyeither-Ordichotomies;heeitherbelievedinAnti-Jewism,Ortrie$

tobelieveinFreud,Orbelieve"intheliteraltruthofeverythnghewrOte"asan

atonement(CL93);heeithermadeafacethatrenderedaJewtotalbTinsane,Or

makesthe"Fu-ManChu"hce,withwhichheclaims"tohaveoncecuredacase

Ofhystericalblindness"(CLll)･Nevertheless,HelgaBlamm,hisassistant,

takesanaLftctionateattitudetowardhimand,COnfrontedwithhismadness,

Shechoosesnottoleavehim･Shesays,"Hemightneedsomebody"(CL,92).

Metzger,Oedipa'sco-eXeCutOr,hasthesenarcissisticcharaCteristicsaswell.

A鮎rseeingmeCourfer,s7TTZgedy･hewon,tsharewithOedipawhatshe丘nds

OutaboutT出SterO,andevenmakesafuss.LikeMucho,hedoesnotseem

desperatewhenOedipaleaⅦShimforBerkeley.Thoughhehasnoparticular

megalomaniacvision･heactsunderaProtestantdichotonw･MikeFal10pian

SayS･"You[Metzger)thinklikeaBircher(･･･)･Goodguysandbadguys･You

nevergettoa叩Oftheundedyingtruth"(CL･33)･TheBirchSociety"getsits

nameffomCaptainJohnBirch･aBaptistmissionary"andhehad-rigid
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fundamentalistbelief{(Grant51)･Metzgereamsateenagegirl'slove,and

runs awaywithher･Inaddition.1ikeNarcissushehasanidealimage of

himselfthathecanlove:BabyIgorin CashieT･ed,WbodrownShimselfinthe

Waterattheendofthemovie.7

InspiteofhisrelativebrlargecontributiontoOedipa'sawareneSSOfanOther

WOdd,WeSeeaNa∫CissusinRandolphDriblette,thedirectorof77wCouTier's

T†tzgedy･Hedrawsacleardistinctionbetweenthespiritandtheword(Orthe

flesh),andbelievesthatthespiritismoreimportanttOhimthantheother.His

thinkingtoohighlyoftheoneandnothingatalloftheotherleadsnaturalbrto

thedenialofhislife･8Althoughthereisafbmalegraduatestudentwhoseemsto

lovehim,healsodroⅥ1Shimselfinthesea.9

Allthe narcissistic menare unable,Orunwi11ing,tO COmmunicatewith

Others,and refuse to give up theirvisions.10Theirentropic closed systems,

Wbichleadirreversiblytonothingotherthandeath,makeOedipafbelhelpless,

ftelthatshehas noherowhowi11help heroutofthe towerinwbich sheis

imprisonedlikeRapunzel.Infact,themoreenthusiasticsheisaboutsolving

theriddle ofTristero,the moreisolated sheis.While themenare``amOng

matrices ofagreat digitalcomputer,the zeroes and ones twinned above,

hanginglikebalanCedmobilesrightandleft,ahead,thick,maybeendless"she

istheonlyonethatstrugglestoregainthemiddlesexcludedbythem(CL･125)･

BeingconsciousofaLnnitiesbetweennarcissismanddeath,andoftheir

lackofredemption,Oedipaisescapingftomthetotwer,Whichisidenticalwith

thenarCissisticclosedsystem.AssheisLhrtherawayfromthetower,Sheis

moresensitivetolaredemptivemeaningofthenewword,mSterO.A鮎rsheis

inbrmedthatshewaschosenexecutor,ShegoestoSanNarCiso,and.looking

domonthecity.shehasamomentofdivinerevelationlikelytoredeemher:"a

hieroglyphicsenseofconcealedmeaning,Ofanintenttocommunicate"(CL15)･

WhenshedoesStripBotticelliwithMetzger.sheputsonasmanyClothes as

Shecan･Then,Seeingherselfinthemirror.shelaughssohardthatshedrops

Onthefl00raCanOfhairspray.ThecanniesarOundintheairinthewaythat

Oedipafbels"Godoradigitalmachine,mighthavecomputedinadvanCethe

COmplexwebofitstravel廿(CL24).Fromthissequenceofeventssheobtains

anOtherpossibilityofredemption,and.inaddition,Sheseemsexemptftom

narCissism;thisi$becauseshelaughsatherselfinthemimr,andbecausethe

CanbreaksthemirTOrintopiecesinorderforhernottoloveherselfinit･11

WhensheseesasyTribolofWAm,amutedposthom,inaladies'lavatory,

Sheis"thiriking:God,hierogbTPhics"(CL34)･
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Oedipa'smeetingbonecharcoalbypurechanCehasacruCialimpactonthe

COurSeOfactionwhichshewi11take･First,Shediscoversthroughspot

COmmerCialsthattherearehumanSkeletonsinFangOSOI.agoons,andthatthe

filtersofBeaconsneldCigarettesaremadefrombonecharCOal.Then,On

Fangoso Lagoons,Sheis told thatboth skeletons areAmerican soldiers,,

Salvagedfromalakein.Italy･andthatmuchthesameStOryapPearSin77w

Courier,s Tragedy･Finally,in the play,She understands that the

accomplishmentofamiraclederivesfromamixtureofbonecharCOalinkand

thebloodofavictimofTdstero.andfeelsthatthewordT出SterO(orTrystero)

hangS"inthedarktopuzzleOedipaMaas"(CL51),Whichisher丘rstencounter

withTⅥstero･Likethis.chanCeCOincidencemakeshermoredeepbrinvoIvedin

detectingwhatTHsterois･AsaprivateeyepursuingTHstero,Oedipahappens

tomeetKoteks.MrThothamemberoftheIA(InamOratiAnonymOuS)andan

01d sailor;theyallhaveasymbolofWAm,andmoreoverMrThothtalks

aboutbonecharCOal.

OedipaisanOedipusinthesensethatthemoreinvoIvedtheyareinthe

pursuitofthetruththemorecomplicatedtheiridentitiesare;inthesaneWay

thatOedipusturnSOuttObeahusbandand son;and afatherandbrother,

Oedipa'sidentitybecomesmoreandmoreambiguousasshepursuesThstero,

with the result ofour failure to determine who sheis.120ne ofthe most

remarkablefactsisthat･inadditiontoherrealname,Oedipacomestohavea

widevarietyofnameS:MizMaas,Am01d Snarb∴Mrs EdnaMoshand Grace

Bortz･13WhensheisAm01dSnafb･Sheisregardedasbelongingtothethird

SeX･Or･tOPutitintecbnicaltermS,aSahermaphrodite.ShegiveshernameaS

GraceBortzinordertoarrangeforanapPOintmentwithanObstetrician,When

Shehasmenstrualpains;aCriticpointsoutthatmenstruationhasambiguous

meanings,bothsacredandprofhne;andthereforethepainsSeemattributedto

herdividedselL14FurthermOre,Wbenshehelpsan01dsauortoreturntOhis

OwnrOOm,SheisthoughttobeVirginMaryandbitch;heraLrtctionatesupport

OfhimremindsusofPietえ･butsoonsheiscursedbyhim,Saying,"Bitch･"15

Again･though'Shedoesnothaveachild,Sheismistakenforamother.Byhr

themostimportanthctisthatsheissuspended,unabletodecidewhethershe

isnormalorabnormal･WhetherthereisarealTdsterooraparanOiainduced

bytheⅥ旧rdTdstero･16Inthi早Situation,Shefbelsthatshehasbeendisoriented:

"she'dlostherbearings.Sheturnedpivotingononestackedheel,COuld丘nd

nomountainseither"(CL122).17

UnlikeNarCissus･herreluctanCetOdecidewhetherthereisnothngnessor
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0neneSSenablesherto sharemiracles accomplishedinordertotranSCend

death･SuchareluctanCelsinseparableh)mTristero,Whichnobodybut

GennarOiswi11ingtoname:

Itisaboutthispointintheplay,infact,that仙ngsredlygetpeculiar.

andagentlechi11.anambiguity,beginstocreepinamOngthewords.

Heretofbrethenamingofnameshasgoneoneitherliterallyoras

metaphor･Butnow,aStheDuke[Angelo】giveshisfatalcommand,a

newmodeofexpressiontakesover･Itcan0山ybecal1edakindofritual

reluctanCe･(‥･】ScreamingatVittorioheisexplicitenoughaboutwho

Shal1notpursueNicco16:hisownbodyguardhedescribestotheirhces

asvermin･Zanies･pOltroons･Butwho thenwi11the pursuers be?

▲Vittorio
knows:eVery flunkyin the court,idling aroundin their

SquamugliahveryandexchangingSignincantI･00ks,knows.Itisabig

injoke･Theaudiencesofthetimeknew.Angeloknows,butdoesnot

Say.(C⊥48)

A"kindofritualreluctanCe(tonameTdstero)"hasapotentialoftranSCending

theeither-'ordichotomy(Whetherawordworks"1iterallyorasmetaphor"),

Whichweknowleadsonlytodeath･Infact,Nicco16iskilledbyTHstero,butit

ishisdeathitselfthatperformSamiracle:anuntruthfu11etterwdtteninbone

CharCOalinkbyAngelotumingintoatruthfulone,aSareSultoftheⅡ山止ureof

inkandblood.

Paradoxically,byputtingsomeonetodeath.msteroaccomplishesmiracles,

OrtranSCendsdeath･Insuchcases,miraclesmaniftstthemselvesasliquid･18

In77ばCouTier's升agedy,themixtureofinkandbloodachievesthemiracle;the

inkismadeftomthebonesoftheGuardsofFaggio.Oediparegards"some

PrincipleoftheseaasredemptionforSouthernCalifomia"(CL37).Sheftelsas

if,thoughtheircemeteryisdemolished,thedeadwerestillaliveinGenghis
Cohen's dandelionwine,aSifthey■cametolift

again:"【a]siftheirhome

CemeterylnSOmeWayStilldide裏St,inalandwhereyoucouldsomehowwalk,

andnotneedtheEastSanNarCisoFreeway,andbonessti11couldrestinpeace,

nourishingghostsofdandelions,nO OnetOPloughthemup.Asifthedead

real1ydopersist,eVeninabottleofw血e"(CL68).Moreover,Oedipasenses

thatthesQaisassociatedwiththemoonandthetides,andthattheyhavea

Subtleandsignincantinnuenceonher;thePaci丘coceanis"theholeleftbythe

moon's teadng-fi'eeand monumenttohere3dle;yOu COuld nothearOreVen
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Smellthisbutit･WaSthere･SOmethingtidalbegantOreaChfeelersinpasteyes

andeardrums,Perhapstoarouseffactionsofbraincurrentyourmost

gossamermicroelectrodeisyettoogrossfor丘nding"(CL36-7).Their瓜uence

presentsitselfashermenstrualpains,andher"(menstrual)periods"tranSform

ⅦAぎrEintoW･A･S･T･E･,meretraShintoapossibilityofredemption.19

As we have seen.Oedipais disinclined to decide whether thereis

redemptionornot･WhilethemenarOundherarereadyto･Asaresult,Shegets

achanCeOfredemption･tranSCendenceofdeathwhereastheygetnowhere･

However･Shedoesobtainitattheexpenseofheridentity.Thehigherthe

possibilityis,themoreindeterminateheridentitybecomes.WecannOtdecide

Who sheis,eVenWhether sheis ftmale ormale,Whether sheis sacred or

PrOhne,becauseshe･tqingtoregainexcludedmiddles,isactual1ybothftmale

andmale･bothsacredandprofane;inthesameWaythatOedipus,hboringto

detecthisorigin,isahusbandandson,andahtherandbrother.Inaddition,

OedipaisanalogoustoSamuelSpadeinthattheybotharequeSting,ignorant

Whethertheiro句ects,thoughtheyareinsomemeasuresupportedbytheir

COurSeSOfdevelopment,eXistornot;OedipaislookingforT=stero,andSpade

theMalteseFalcon.20

AconflictbetweenJoeChristmasandhissurroundings,betweenan

individualandsociety,inL,吻fltiTIALtgLLSthasmuchthesameStruCtureaSthat

betweenOedipaandthemenarOundher･LikeOedipa,Joeisinessencea

questerfortruth,forhisidentity;andhesearchesforitforaboutthirtyyears,

Onlyto丘ndthatheis stillreluctanttOdecidewhoheis,OrWhetherheis a

WbitemanOrablackone･Moreover,thecommtmityinLbTltれAugLLStpreSSeS

eVenmOreuPOnanindividualthanthatinneCTytTTgLDt49,WhichgivesJoe

allthemoretragicending,andpeoplearOundJoehavethesamenarCissistic

traitsasthosearOundOedipa･

TheworldinwhichJoenndshimselfassumesanairofentropyatthe

beginningofthe.novel:

Ammeninthevi11agewbrkedinthemillorforit･Itwascuttingpine･It

hadbeentheresevenyearSandinsevenyearSmOreitwoulddestroyal1

thetimberwi也initsreach･■mensomeofthemachineryandmostofthe

menwhoranitandexistedbecauseofandforitwouldbeloaded onto

freightcarSandmovedaway･Butsomeofthemachinerywouldbeleft,

Sincenewpiecescouldabaysbeboughtontheinstallmentplanrgaunt,



t69

Staring,mOtionlesswheelsrising丘ommounds ofbrickrubble and

raggedweedswithaqualityprofoundbTaStOnishing,andguttedboilers
liftingtheirruStingandunsmokingstackswithanairstubbom,ba鐙Ied

andbemused upona stumppocked scene ofprofbund and peacefu1

desolation,unplowed,untilled,guttingslowlyintored and choked

ravinesbeneaththelongquietrainsofautumnandthegallopingfuryof

Vemalequinoxes.(LA401-2)

Thepassageasawholesymbolizestheentropicdegenerationintonothingness.

Peoplecomefromsomewheretoaland,SettledownOnit,eXPloititasfu11yas

possible,andgoaway･Whatremainsa丘ertheyleaveisawasteland,Whose

barrenness deniesus
anypossibilityofredemption.FurthermOre,alotof

WOrdsin the passage,in particular"motionless."``rubble''and"choked,"

representanentrOpic"closed"system.

nlispresentationofentropyatthebegirmingforeshadowswhatpeoplein

Je鮎rson･andevenintheSouth,arelike･Mostofthepeople,1ikeMcEachern,

DocHines･PercyGrimmandGadnStevens,believeintheirownClosedsystem,

and they have narcissistic traits.McEachernUoe's father-in-law)and Doc

HinesUoe'sgrand払tber)sharetheirlackofloveforothers,becauseth甲both

areobsessedwiththeirreligion.McEachem'sindi鮎rencetootherscauseshim

toaccepthisadoptedsononlyassomethingtobereformed.DocHines,Who

looksonhisdaughterascursed,refusestogoforadoctorinthehceofher

dying,andinsistsontownSPeOple'sbrnchinghisgrandsonforviolatingand

killingawhitewoman･Besides,theirreligion,Whichprovides themwith

megalomaniac causes,is obviously dominatedbyan elther-Ordichotomy

betweenthespiritandtheflesh;McEachem,DocHinesandevenByronBunCh

knowthat"【i]t'sGod'sabominationofwomanflesh!"(LA675).PercyGrimmand

GavinStevensarealsoovetbornebyadichotornybetweenwbiteandblack,the

mostessentialdichotornyinFaulkner'sJe鮎rson.Expl由ningJoe'sfeelingsin

hisescapingandtheirinfluencesonhisactions,Stevensrevealstheconvention

Ofthesociety,thedichotomicideathatapersoniseitheraw出teorablack.He

SayS,"Becausetheblackblooddrovehmfirsttothenegrocabin.Andthenthe

Whiteblood drovehim
outofthere,aSitwasthe blackbloodwhich snatched

upthepistoland thew出tebloodwbichwould notlethim免reit"(LA731).

PeopleinJe飴rsonalsobelievethattheyal1areclassinedeitherasawbite9r

asablack,andthereforetheygetangryatthewayJoeacts,neitherlikeaw山te

Orhkeablack.
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Asaquesterfortruth,aPrivateeyetryingtodescryhisidentity,Joefヒels

thathehasbeentrappedinaconspiracy:SOmeOneiseagertode丘nehimasa

blackperson.JustasOedipahasamomentofdivinerevelationinherfirst

visitto SanNarCiso,SO,inlookingdownOnJe鮎rson,Joe obtains ahidden

meaningfromthelandscape･

Buthedidnotlookbackuntilhereachedthe crestofthehill.Thenhe

COuldseetbetown,theglare,theindividual1ightswberestreetsradiated
ftomthesquare･HecouldseethestreetdownWhichhehadcome,and

the otherstreet,theonewhich hadalmostbetrayed him;andfurther

awayandatrightangles,thehrbrightramPartOfthetownitself,andin
theanglebetweentheblackpitfromwhichhehadfledwithdrumming

heartandglaringlips.Nolightcamefromit,fromherenobreath.no

Odor.Itjustlay there,black,impenetrable,inits garland of

Angusttremulouslights.Itmighthavebeenthe originalquarry,abyss

itself.(LA484)

Joe perceives FreedmanTown,the black section丘･OmWhich he hasJuSt

escaped,aS the black abyss,andlater he realizes that the abyssis the

COnSpiracy to categorizehim as ablackman.Whenheis escapingffom

pursuers,heputson"thebroganS:theblackshoes,theblackshoessme11ingof

negro.(‥.】Itseemedtohimthathecouldseehimselfbelnghuntedbywhite

menatlastintotheblackabyssw山chhadbeenwaiting,trying,forthirtyyearS

todrownhimandintowhichnowandatlasthehadactuallyentered,beahng

nowuponhisanklesthedenniteandineradicablegaugeofitsupwardmoving"

(⊥A643).

ukethis,Joe'shuntforhisidentityistoalargeeXtentCOnneCtedwithhis

COnSistentrefusalto be classi丘ed as ablackman:tO Putitmore precisely,

eitherasawbitemanOraSablackone.Though,aSanadult,herepeatedけ
triestalkingabouthisblackness,yet,aSaChild,herefusestoaccepthimselfas

anegro,Saying,"Iaintanlgger"(LA683)･Whenheis requiredto sayhis

prayersbyMcEachernandJoannaBurden,hewon'tdoso;becausefollow血g

the religionwhich reinfbrces and strengthens a conventionaldichotomy

betweenwhiteandblackimpliesacceptingothers'definitionofhimasanegro･

Justasheliveswithablackwoman,disgustedbyherblacknessdeepdownat

heart,SOhecomesneartOVOmitingincompanywithayoungblackprostitute,

"enclosedbythewomanShenegroandthehaste"(LA514)･Aswehaveseen,he



l71

escapesfromFreedmanTown,theblacksection.a丘aid.Byfarthe most

SigniBcanthctisthathetriestoescapeinpublicsoasnottobeaccusedof

bllingthewhitewomaninacourtoflaw.Ifheisjudgedthere,itmeanShe

admitsheis ablackman,becausethe onlyevidence ofhisguiltisBrown's

reportthatJoesaysheisprobabけ"partnigger"(LA470)･
TheharderJoetriesto丘ndoutwhoheis,tOr句ecthisblackness.themore

COmplexhisidentitybecomes･Hesays:IcannOtpOSSibly"de叩al1thethirty

yearSthatIhavelivedtomakemewbatIchosetobe"(LA594)･However,in

hct,hehasneverkn0wn,andwi11.notknow,Whohereal1yis,aSanegrOSayS,

"Youareworsethanthat【anegro).Youdontknowwhatyouare･Andmore

thanthat,yOuWOntneVerknow.You'111iveandyou'11dieandyouwontnever

know"(LA683).Justinabbr,Wbenhe丘rstintroducesJoetothestory,Faulkner

depictshimwithoxymOrOnS:

Helookedlikeatramp,yetnOtlikeatramPeither…･Hedidnotlooklike

aproftssionalhoboinhis professionalrags,buttherewas something

deLinitelyrootless abouthim,aSthoughnotownnOrCitywas
his.no

Street,nOWal1s,nOSquareOfearthhishome.(LA421)22

ItisextremelydimcultforpeoplearOundhim,andevenus,tOumderstandwho

heis,WbetherheislikeatramPOrnOt.Itisjustasdimculttojudgehimasa

WhitemanOraSablackoneonlybyappearanCeS.T出sdiLncultyin丘ndingout

hisidentitymakes the people,1iable toimpress somethingunchangedand

COmPrehensibleuponit,furiousattheactionshetakeswhicharenotde丘ned

asawhite'sorasablack's.nlisiswhytheysay,``Heneveractedlikeeithera

niggerorawhiteman.matWaSit.Tbatwaswhatmadethefo1kssomad"(IA

658).Inordertoavoidbeinggivensomemeaningcomprehensibletoothers,he

tries to escape ontheway to acourt oflaw,untilatlastheis driveninto

Hightower'shouseandcastratedbyGrimm.Inhisdying,Joedoesnothave

anyunitedself;CaStrated,heissymbolicalけbothmaleandftmale･Hisdeath
includes a conflict between his

refusalto
be dennedby othersand others'

COnSPiracytode丘nehimasanegro,nOtaWhiteman;atlastitisJoewho

ⅥnS.23

SomepeoplemayconcludethatJoeisanegro,OnthegroundthatFaulkner

usestheword}black''twiceinthefo1lowingpassage:

Thenhishce,body,al1,Seemed toco11apse,tO fal1inuponitself,and
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fromouttheslashedgamentsabouthshipsandloinsthepentblack

bloodseemedtoruShlikeareleasedbreath.ItseemedtoruShoutofhis

palebodyliketheruShofsparksfromarisingrocket;uPOnthatblack

blastthemanSeemedtorisesoaringintotheirmemoriesforeverand

ever.(LA743)

However,WeareSti11unabletodeterminewhetherheisawhitemanOrablack

One,because he has a divided self,nOt a united self,and becausewe have

alreadykn0wnthatwecannOtinanycasedecidewhethertheword仙black竹

WOrksliterallyorasmetaphor･24LikeOedipusorOedip礼themoreinvoIvedhe

isinlookingforredemption,themoreambiguoushisidentityis.25Evenifwe

readL,bTttiTIALtgtBtfromcovertocoveragoodmanytimes.wecannOtgiveany

anSWerWhatevertothequestionwhetherheisawhitemanOrablackone,aS

EricSundquistsays:

Theplunging,raVagingappropriationoflargerandlargerblocksof

hstoricalmaterial,thesummOningofoneafteranOtherapproachtoward

andwithdrawalffomthe strangleholdofthepast,1eaveChristmasno

lessmysteriousthanWhenheisdiscoveredonthestepsoftheorphanage

andchristenedwithhisblasphemousname.(Sundquist74)

ThediLncultyinunderstandingwbatJoeisisalsoreflectedbyhisclothes;ffom

beginningtoend,hewearSa.Wbiteshirtandapairofblacktrousers.26

Inconclusion･the extenttowhich Pynchonhasbeeninfluencedby

Faulknerisextremelylarge･Aquesteriseagerto obtainapossibilityof

redemption･inthehceofentropy,butthequester且ndsthatheorsheca皿Ot

tellifredemptionispresentorabsentintheworid･･Moreover,theprivateeye

discoversahiddenmeaninginthelandscapeofacity:Oedipa'sdiscoveryis

hieroglyphics,andJoe'sistheblackabyss.Atthesametime,however,inthis

WeCandetectadifftrencebetweenOedipaandJoe･Difftrent且ndingshave

di鮎rentme釘1ings;hieroglyphicsaredivinerevelation,buttheblackabyssis

despair.Thisdi飴rencederivesfromeachwdter,sattitudetowardtherelation

betweenanindividualandsociety.Pynchonlaysaheavieremphasisonan

individual･Whereas Faulkneronsociety･The difftrencebetweenthetwo

Writers maybe ascribed to theirdiversebackgrounds:SOmethingofan

anarCbistintheEastandaconservativeintheSouth.
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1schaubalsosays･pnleCTybTgQf-LDt49constitutes【‥.】acommentaquPOnthe

野StemOfAmerican1iteraqtradition"rInfluence"143).
2

Asimi1aritybetweenMa罰Ve11,sDemonandOedipaisreftrredtoinMangel･s

OMaxwe11'sDemon･EntroⅣ,Ⅰnlbrmation:meCTyingQf'LDt49":"U】ustastheDemon,

bysortingthemolecules,gainsinformationaboutthem,SOOedlpashumesthrough

COuntlesspeople andplaces,gatheringinfbrmationabouttheeluslveTristero"

(Mange190)･Suchasimi1aJityisalsopointedoutinSchaub,s771eVbiceqrATTLbguity:

"whatMaxwelrsDemonistotheNefastisMachine,OedipaistoAmerica"(Schaub

28).

3

Nohmberg丘ndsthelinkbetweenMucho,s`●IWanttOKissYourFeet"andSaint

Narcissusin¶leCoLuier's7Tqgedy(Nohmberg■151-2).
4

palmerimakesitclearthat"OediparesemblesOvid,sEcho,,(Palmeri987).
5
BasedonMarshallMcLuhan･stheory,Schaubexplainsthelinkbetween

narcissismandclosedsystems:山McLuhan.SinterpretationoftheNarCissusmythis

readilyaⅥ山ablefor町rlChon'sappropriation.foritestablishestheidentitybetween

ClosedsystemsandnarCissism"(Ⅵ)fce25-6).
6

AccordingtoEddins･theword"nada"remindsusofHemin抑･s"AClean,We11-

LightedPlace':

memereuseofthewordnada･Spanishfor..nothing,"inanAmericanWOrkof

fictioninvokesitsparadigmglossinHemingways"AClean,Well-Lighted

Place,"whereitcanゴesthesameburdenofe]dstentialahenat10nanddreadas

itvislteduponMucho.(EddinslO5)
7
Hayleswdte$･"Metzger,playingNarCi$SuStOOedipa,sEcho,丘ndshisreflectionin

theTVscreen"(HayleslO4).
8
MendelsonthinksthataconflictbetweenthespiritandthefleshinDriblette

encourageshimtocoⅡ皿itsuicide:"thelogicalculrninationofaneXClusivedevotion

tothespiritisthesloughing-0ffoftheflesh.Driblettecorr皿1tssuicidebywalking

intothesea"(Men(klson125).
9
Haylespointsoutthat仙DriblettelaterdisappearsintothePaci鮎Ocean,ahte

foreshadowedbyhisshowerwaterdrlbbhgdownthedrah"田ayleslO8).Water,

WhichgivesOedipaastronglikelihoodofsalvation,depriveshis脆ofaNamissus,aS

OldermanSayS:inthewastelandl可ater,a?ymboloffertilityinanormal1and,is

fe訂ed･foritcausesdeathby血℃Ⅵ止nginsteadoflifeandgrow仕r(01derman11).

10Thoughwehaveassociatedthefburmenwithnarcissism,WeCanfindmore

advocatesofit.Forexample,JohnNe払stis,"thebook●sfundamentali$t."beheves

血naticaPyinMamu'sDemon,Wbichhasalreadybeendisproved(Mendelson125-6).

11Nohmberg丘ndsOedipa,sfreedom丘omnarcissismandhersensitivitytoThstero
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inthecan'sshatteringofthernlrTOr:"thebombofhair-SpraythatshattersOedipa's

bathroom mirrorannOunCeS theimpendingblitz ofher self-Satisfactionand

COnndence,and the developmentin herofareceptivityto a true otherness"

脚ohmberg152)･Schaubsaysmuchthesamething("Influence"149)･

12 0edipus turnS OuttO be the husbandand son ofIocaste,and the htherand

brotherofhischildren:"Ah,thenet/Ofincest,Ⅱ血gling払thers,brothers,SOnS,/

Withbrides,wives.mothers"(Sophocles75).merearemanyCriticswhopointout

Simi1aritiesbetweenOedipaandOedipus･Hitesays,"Hername(‥･】beginstorecal1

hertruth-SeekingSophocleanpredecessor"(Hite74).Mendelsonwdtes,｢もename

insteadrefersbacktotheSophocleanOedipuswhobeginshissearChforthesolution

Ofaproblem(aLPrOblem,1ikeOedipa's,invoMngadeadman)asanalmostdetached

Observer.Onbrtodiscoverhowdeeply･implicatedheisinwhathe丘nds"(Mendelson

l18)･Palmeripointsoutthatthe"parallelsrundeepbetweenhercaseandthatof

Sophocles'Thebandetective【.‥】･Oedipus,1ike Oedipa,tries to soIve amystery

aboutadeadfoundingfather"(Palmeri994).

13AccordingtoTanner,Oedipa'snaneitselfhasambiguousmeanings.Oedipa,her

丘rstname,rePreSentSaCtivityinthatOedipais"aftmaleOedipus/"thesoIverofthe

riddle'';Maas,hersumame,rePreSentSpaSSivityinthat"mass'isthetermdenotinga

quantityofinertia"in"Newton's secondlawofmotion";``【s】othe name SuggeStS at

OnCeaCtivityandpassivity''(7710T7uSLbTICflOr160).
14Inmenstruation.blood

signinesthebegirmingand endatthe sametime:"this

【1umar】symbolismis closebrlinkedwiththe menstrualcycle,the twenty-eightday

rhythminwhichthebloodspi11edattheendmarksabegirming"(Medoro77)･Then,

based on MirceaEliade,Medoro explains thatmenstruationis both sacredand

pro血ne;itissacredbecause"【m]enstruation【‥.】becomeslinkedtoacelestialevent,

toasacredorder"(Medoro78).whileitisprofanebecauseitisGod'scurseonEve,

Wbo"ismarkedwithamonthlyreminderofthisloss"whensheisexpelled丘omEden

(Medoro79).

15
Medoro80.

16ItisquiteasimportanttOpayattentiontothehctthatjustasOedipaisdivided,

SOT出SterO.forwhichsheisquesting,isequivocal:'■【i】npoliticalhistory,職sterois

revolutionaryandreactionary;ineconomichistory,itissinisterandsaddening;inthe

religiousrealm,itincludesboththemiraculousandthedemonic''(Palmeri991).
17
KermOde saysmuchthe same thing:"Oedipaispoised onthe slashbetween

meaningandunmeaning,aSSheisbetweensmogandsun''(KermOde164).
18 0urviewofliquidasredemptivecorrespondstoOlderman'sopinionthatwateris

"asymbolofftrtilityinanormal1and"(01derman11).

19
Medoro80.

20Tannerpoint苧OutthatPynchon'sworkhas the samepatternasRaymond

Chandler's,RossMacDonald'sandEricStanleyGardner-s:"【t】hemodelforthestory

WOuldseemtobeth9Califomiandetectivestory"(moT7ⅦS鞄TICFtoT156).
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21BleikastenpointsoutthatpeopleinJeErtrsonarewithintheirclosedsystem,

SuPpOrtedbypuritanicdichotomies,andthatsuchasystemexcludesthoseunableto

beclassifiedintothelrestablishedcategorie$･Hesays,"Asocietyfoundedonrigid

divisionsandafbitraryexclusionscanOnbrbeacbsedsociety(‥.】.Tohaveaclear-

Cutidentityisasocialimperative.Either/or:maleorftmale,Whiteorblack,elector

non-elect･Aboveorbelow"(ⅧeClosedSociety"96-7).

22Bleikastenwdtes,WIbhaveanidentity:tObeone;tOhavetwoidentities:tObeno

One･ChristmasisawalkingoxymOrOnanditsnegation:bothwhiteandblack,and

neither"旧1eikasten｢もeClosedSociety"83).

23Snead丘ndsdisagreementsbetweenJoe'sdoublenessandthesociety,sfai1ureto

acceptit:"Faulkner[‥･)presentsinL匂11ttTIAugLLStamanbothmasculineand

ftminine･bothblackandwhite･a.tragicmulatto:anAmericandouble-beingwho

breaksal1thesemioticcodesofsociety''(Sneadl17).

24 Snead132.

25

Kartiganerpoints out thatJoeis"cruCifiedinto the black-White man-and

therefbrebeyond the separation onwhich thatpoorphraseofdualismrests"

(Kartiganer20).

26AccordingtoBleikasten,Joe.snameitselfreflectshisdoubleness.JoeChristmas

isaLatherandsonbecauseJoseph,CalledbyDocHines,is"thenameOfChrist,s

hther''andChrist(-maS)is"thenameOfJoseph'sson"(Bleikasten"Fathers"53).

27InadditiontotherelationbetweenOedipaandJoe,thereare
someother

Similaritiesbetween771eCTyfn9Qf-LDt49andL,吻fltfTIAugu5t.Peoplecon負nedin
towersaretOOisolated tomakethemselvesheard;Oedipaisimprisonedinatower

likeRapunzel;Hightower"ina`hightower'ofthoughtcanCOmmunicatewithftwin

theoutsideworld"(Snead129)･OedipalooksonthebrightanddarksidesofAmerica;

We丘ndthebrightsideoftheSouthinLenaanditsdarksideinJoe.
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