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In the end, he [Adams] preferred to leave the “Education” unpublished,
avowedly incomplete, trusting that it might quietly fade from memory.
According to his theory of history as explained in Chapters XXXIII and
XXXIV, the teacher was at best helpless, and, in the immediate future,
silence next to good temper was the mark of sense. After midsummer,
1914, the rule was made absolute. (xxviii)
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The young man [Adams] had no idea what he was doing. The thought of
posing for a Gibbon never entered his mind. He was a tourist, even to the
depths of his sub-consciousness, and it was well for him that he should
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be nothing else, for even the greatest of men cannot sit with dignity, “in
the close of evening, among the ruins of the Capitol,” unless they have
something quite original to say about it. Tacitus could do it; so could
Michael Angelo; and so, at a pinch, could Gibbon, though in figure hardly
heroic; but, in sum, none of them could say very much more than the
tourist, who went on repeating to himself the eternal question: — Why!
Why!! Why!!! — as his neighbor, the blind beggar, might do, sitting next
him, on the church steps. No one ever had answered the question to the
satisfaction of any one else; yet every one who had either head or heart,
felt that sooner or later he must make up his mind what answer to
accept. Substitute the word America for the word Rome, and the question
became personal. (92)
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Death took features altogether new to him, in these rich and sensuous
surroundings. Nature enjoyed it, played with it, the horror added to her
charm, she liked the torture, and smothered her victim with caresses.
Never had one seen her so winning. The hot Italian summer brooded
outside, over the market-place and the picturesque peasants, and, in the
singular color of the Tuscan atmosphere, the hills and vineyards of the
Apennines seemed bursting with mid-summer blood. The sick-room itself
glowed with the Italian joy of life; friends filled it; no harsh northern
lights pierced the soft shadows; even the dying woman shared the sense
of the Italian summer, the soft, velvet air, the humor, the courage, the
sensual fulness of Nature and man. She faced death, as women mostly
do, bravely and even gaily, racked slowly to unconsciousness, but
yielding only to violence, as a soldier sabred in battle. For many
thousands of years, on these hills and plains, Nature had gone on
sabring men and women with the same air of sensual pleasure. (288)
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One [Adams] had heard and read a great deal about death, and even seen
a little of it, and knew by heart the thousand commonplaces of religion
and poetry which seemed to deaden one’s senses and veil the horror.
Society being immortal, could put on immortality at will. Adams being
mortal, felt only the mortality. (287-88)
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Impressions like these are not reasoned or catalogued in the mind; they
are felt as part of violent emotion; and the mind that feels them is a
different one from that which reasons; it is thought of a different power
and a different person. The first serious consciousness of Nature’s
gesture — her attitude towards life — took form then as a phantasm, a
nightmare, an insanity of force. For the first time, the stage-scenery of
the senses collapsed; the human mind felt itself stripped naked, vibrating
in a void of shapeless energies, with resistless mass, colliding, crushing,
wasting, and destroying what these same energies had created and
labored from eternity to perfect. Society became fantastic, a vision of
pantomime with a mechanical motion; and its so-called thought merged
in the mere sense of life, and pleasure in the sense. The usual anodynes
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of social medicine became evident artifice. (288)
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The sum of force attracts: the feeble atom or molecule called man is
attracted; he suffers education or growth; he is the sum of the forces that
attract him; his body and his thought are alike their product; the
movement of the forces controls the progress of his mind, since he can
know nothing but the motions which impinge on his senses, whose sum
makes education. (474)
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The secret of education still hid itself somewhere behind ignorance, and
one fumbled over it as feebly as ever. In such labyrinths, the staff is a
force almost more necessary than the legs; the pen becomes a sort of
blind-man1s dog, to keep him from falling into the gutters. The pen
works for itself, and acts like a hand, modelling the plastic material over
and over again to the form that suits it best. The form is never arbitrary,
but is a sort of growth like crystallization, as any artist knows too well;
for often the pencil or pen runs into side-paths and shapelessness, loses
its relations, stops or is bogged. Then it has to return on its trail, and
recover, if it can, its line of force. (389)
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[Tlo Adams the dynamo became a symbol of infinity. As he grew
accustomed to the great gallery of machines, he began to feel the forty-
foot dynamos as a moral force, much as the early Christians felt the
Cross. The planet itself seemed less impressive, in its old-fashioned,
deliberate, annual or daily revolution, than this huge wheel, revolving
within arm’s length at some vertiginous speed, and barely murmuring —
scarcely humming an audible warning to stand a hair’s-breadth further
for respect of power — while it would not wake the baby lying close
against its frame. Before the end, one began to pray to it; inherited
instinct taught the natural expression of man before silent and infinite
force. Among the thousand symbols of ultimate energy the dynamo was .
not so human as some, but it was the most expressive. (380)
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widely known. All their lives they had lived in terror of clacking tongues. Throughout
the years of their marriage they had successfully defended their privacy from the
society columnists. . . . One can imagine his humiliation and panic, especially when
he saw that there were those in the press who were not above petty revenge”
(Samuels 1958, 247).
8 WAIINV)—DRHPZADRF¥—NVX - TFGV VR TTYLRDEREEVTLE -
= Z & & B L < FEE L T\ 7:; “thank my miserable cowardice that I did not write it! . . .
I should prefer not to dissipate the atmospheric effects of time and distance, and not
to bring our figures too near for perspective. Our father would stand out better, larger
and even truer, without definition. I do not like the microscope, or even the telescope
as a family ornament. . . . At any rate, I have, at awful cost, learned to hold my
tongue except in letters, and am getting nervous even about them. No man that ever
lived can talk or write incessantly without wearying or annoying his hearers if they
have to take it in a lump” (Letters V 100).
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IZImBYIZBEN TV % | “For writing, I knew you would be overwhelmed with letters. I
knew too that almost anyone would say more than I knew how to do, for I never have
learned yet that anything could be said, when silence is all that is left. I was afraid
even of doing harm; for the one idea that was uppermost in my mind was that when I
was suddenly struck, sixteen years ago, I never did get up again, and never to this
moment recovered the energy or interest to return into active life. The object of all
others is now to prevent John or you from breaking down in that way, and to save
what is left, at least until nature has had a chance to react. My object in writing now
is not so much to express sympathy or feeling or interest, — which you know me well
enough to need no expression of, — but to find out if possible, in due time, whether
you will want my help, or will care to make me useful” (Letters V 266). Z D7 ¥ 4 X
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