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Standing before the kitchen sink and regarding the bright brass faucets
that gleamed so far away, each with a bead of water at its nose, slowly
swelling, falling, David again became aware that this world had been
created without thought of him. He was thirsty, but the iron hip of the
sink rested on legs tall almost as his own body, and by no stretch of arm,
no leap, could he ever reach the distant tap. (17)
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Where did the water come from that lurked so secretly in the curve of the
brass? Where did it go, gurgling in the drain? What a strange world must
be hidden behind the walls of a house! (17)
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He went out into the hallway. Behind him, like an eyelid shutting, the
soft closing of the door winked out the light. He assayed the stairs,
lapsing below him into darkness, and grasping one by one each slender
upright to the banister, went down. David never found himself alone on
these stairs, but he wished there were no carpet covering them. How
could you hear the sound of your own feet in the dark if a carpet muffled
every step you took? And if you couldn’t hear the sound of your own feet
and couldn’t see anything either, how could you be sure you were
acfually there and not dreaming? (20)
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‘You don’t seem to be very hungry?’ she inquired. ‘You've hardly
touched the oatmeal. Would you like more milk?’

‘No. I'm not hungry.’

‘An egg?

He shook his head.

‘l shouldn’t have kept you up so late. You look weary. Do you
remember the strange dream you had last night?’

Yes.’

‘How did such a strange dream come to you?’ she mused. ‘A woman
with a child who turned loathsome, a crowd of people following a black
bird. I don’'t understand it. But my, how you screamed!’

‘But they say those happen only in sleep. Are yoix awake?’ She looked
at the clock. ‘Just a little more milk?’
‘No.” (55-56)
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‘Hanh!" Again that mad cry of mirth. One long, rigid arm shot out, thrust
his kicking, flailing adversary back like a ram—while the whip lashed out
in the other. Again! Again it fell! It sickened David watching it. He
screamed. Suddenly with a sharp crack the whip snapped. His father
flung it aside. And as the other, howling with rage, charged in to tackle,
he drew up his fist, clenched it like a sledge, and grunting with the effort,
crashed it down on his neck. (278)

CDEHC, o/t TERDINI A BALER L2 BN BIIEBY DIF /2T VN—
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Somehow he [David] couldn’'t quite believe that it was for memory’s sake
only that his father had bought this trophy. Somehow looking at the
horns, guessing the enormous strength of the beast who must have
owned them, there seemed to be another reason. He couldn’t quite
fathom it through. But why was it that two things so remote from each
other seemed to have become firmly coupled in his mind? It was as
though the horns lying on the wash-tub had bridged them, as though one
tip pierced one image and one tip the other—that man outstretched on
the sidewalk, that mysterious look of repose in his mother’'s face when he
comes in. Why? Why did he think of them at one and the same time. He
couldn’t tell. He sensed only that in the horns, in the poised power of
them lay a threat, a challenge he must answer, he must meet. But he
didn’t know how. (295-96)
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He [David] unbuttoned his shirt, removed it, slid out of his underwear
just as his father was wrestling into his, and glancing at his own slender,
puny arms, glanced up in time to see the last flicker of long sinews before
the naked arm was sheathed. How long would it be, he wondered, before
those knots appeared above his own elbow and those tough, taut braids
on his forearm. He wished it were soon, wished it were today, this
minute. Strong, how strong his father was, stronger than he’d ever be. A
twinge of envy and despair ran through him. He’d never have those
tendons, those muscles that even beneath the thick undershirt, bulged
and flattened between shoulder and arm pit, no, he’d never be that
strong, and yet he had to be, he had to be. He didn't know why, but he
had to be! (174-75)

FA T4y FPRBRIIZEDE IR BIZE TRV, FOEEBDBIETAN— D
POTEHVTWIRIIEDbo T, 2FY) (RD) SEDOHFTHL, £L T, 74
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‘There you are, sonny! There you are!” (430)
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Power

Power! Power like a paw, titanic power,
ripped through the earth and slammed
against his body and shackled him
where he stood. Power! Incredible,
barbaric power! A blast siren of light
within him, rending, quaking, fusing his
brain and blood to a fountain of flame,
vast rockets in a searing spray! Power!
The hawk of radiance raking him with
talons of fire, battering his skull with

a beak of fire, braying his body with
pinions of intolerable light. (417)

CITRELTRBEET72TAT 4y FOEHELTWS /1] ® k] L3, ROE
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2T B, TNERTAYWDOZE NI HH -7-EFETE . “He’s [the policeman’s]
meckin’ him [David] t' breed!” (422)o ZDEBEIIFROEBELEEZARATVENDT,
DHEFITV & £ “He's making him [to] breathe!"& 557255, L L, 7147
49 FIXBELTIDEELAA-DTH S, ETHE, ThiE, XFED “He's
making him [to] breed!"Tb &5, 714 74 v FEEFEIN T HDE, ZDER
WKWEHELTHETA T4 v FOLES TS, 9 [BR2EL] BPEFhb, 20XN
BN o728 [AE ] ABELTOFA T4y FHES LIHEWTES TS, LA L,
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BUO [#B2EL] PBhd, TN HOAFYEFOLRMED [Hix] c2h, FLD
bHHL W K] 2T, (Zwank LIZKEDZ L TH D)

(... Butout
of the darkness, one ember)

(flowered, one ember in a mirr-)

(or, swimming without motion in the
motion of its light.)

(In a cellar is)
(Coal! In a cellar is)

(Coal! And it was brighter than the
path of lightning and milder than pearl,)

(And made the darkness dark because
the dark had culled its radiance for
that jewel. Zwank!)

(Zwank! Zwank! Nothingness beauti-
fied reached out its hands. Not cold
the ember was. Not scorching. But as
if all eternity’s caress were fused and
granted in one instant. . . .) (429)
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Two months passed since David entered the cheder. Spring had come
and with the milder weather, a sense of wary contentment, a curious
pause in himself as though he were waiting for some sign, some seal that
would forever relieve him of watchfulness and forever insure his well-
being. Sometimes he thought he had already beheld the sign—he went to
cheder; he often went to the synagogue on Saturdays; he could utter
God’s syllables glibly. But he wasn’t quite sure. Perhaps the sign would
be revealed when he finally learned to translate Hebrew. At any rate, ever
since he had begun attending cheder, life had levelled out miraculously,
and this he attributed to his increasing nearness to God. He never
thought about his father’s job any longer. (218)

IOFAT 4y FOBERRELTCNS [LB LY, WasHo T RED [HK)
THAILIESEAFVYOPELXELTCTA T4y FiZExbhD (224), ZL T,
o [RR] PO ] BBRICTFA74 9 FEFE L TEAREINDZ LIRS,
DFEN, FATA v FOBEDIE, ANTIAELEVITELBBTLILICL-TEIE



44 | EE: Fhdd L ZAFHROLIHILOE AV Y= oZX [a=L -4y} - 2Y=TF) 2B 3EBLARD

BIENDThbd, SEOHRICEAT L L, EVOHIT#HE L TROBEICHE <
ZEThotzo BEhb, FAT4y FREBANLER LT VN FOHSE, ILr<y
2D IR EBRIZ RV,

TAT4y FEHEELTEIFNTLSS [EADEI R TH] R [H] @&, KELT
BAEERELEFA Ty FEBESEL05H, FRETFA T4 KHEAY — T
ALERDA ATV ERBELTWE, 2F ), BALVWKEOMTHL, BERLOKED
ODBIZTAT 14y FIRROSELREFE LTI CIZEDONS,

‘One kid, one only kid,” cautiously he [David] picked.up the thread, ‘one
kid that my father bought for two zuzim. One kid, one only kid. And a cat
came and ate the kid that my father had bought for two zuzim. One kid,
one only kid. And a dog came and bit the cat that ate the kid that my
father bought for two zuzim. One kid, one only kid.” . . . Carefully, he
climbed past the cow and the butcher and the angel of death. ‘And then
the Almighty, blessed be He—' . . . For an instant he faltered. (No! No!
Don’t stop!) ‘Blessed be He,” he repeated hurriedly, ‘killed the angel of
death, who killed the butcher, who killed the ox, who drank the water,
that quenched the fire, that burned the stick, that beat the dog, that bit
the cat, that ate the kid, that my father bought for two zuzim. One kid,
one only kid!’ (230)

BIICH T BHICAEROAAFILEL I, YEITFA T4 v FORBORIIBE LR
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‘Say after me,’ continued the rabbi, ‘Komitz-Aleph—Aw!’

David repeated the sounds.

‘So!’ commanded the rabbi. ‘Once more! Komitz-Aleph—Aw!’

And after David had repeated it several times, ‘And this,” continued the
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rabbi pointing to the next character—‘is called Bais, and a Komitz under
a Bais—Baw! Say it! Komitz-Bais—Baw!’

‘Komitz-Bais—Baw!’" said David.

‘Well done! Again.’

And so the lesson progressed with repetition upon repetition. (214)
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The cheder yard. Haven! Haven at last! Several of the rabbi’'s pupils were
there. Loiterers, late-comers, elfin and voluble, they squatted or sprawled
in the dazzling sun, or propped idle, wagging heads against the blank
wall of the strict cube which was the cheder. His [David’s] heart sprang
out to them; tears of deliverance lifted so brimming high in his eyes a
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breath would have spilled them. He had always been one of them, always
been there, never been away. (356)

BEEBEL, FORMOBTTTA T4y FHEAP oAy —ZEREOEEDE 7
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‘Perhaps you'll be hungry in a little while,” his mother said persuasively.
‘After you've rested a bit and we've put the medicine on your foot. And
then some milk and a boiled egg. You'd like that?’ Her question was
sufficiently shored by statement to require no answer. ‘And then you'll go
to sleep and forget it all.’ (439-40) A
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He might as well call it sleep. It was only towards sleep that every wink of
the eyelids could strike a spark into the cloudy tinder of the dark, kindle
out of shadowy corners of the bedroom such myriad and such vivid jets
of images—of the glint on tilted beards, of the uneven shine on roller
skates, of the dry light on grey stone stoops, of the tapering glitter of
rails, of the oily sheen on the night-smooth rivers, of the glow on thin
blonde hair, red faces, of the glow on the outstretched, open palms of
legions upon legions of hands hurtling towards him. He might as well call
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it sleep. It was only towards sleep that ears had power to cull again and
reassemble the shrill cry, the hoarse voice, the scream of fear, the bells,
the thick-breathing, the roar of crowds and all sounds that lay
fermenting in the vats of silence and the past. It was only towards sleep
one knew himself still lying on the cobbles, felt the cobbles under him,
and over him and scudding ever towards him like a black foam, the
perpetual blur of shod and sunning feet, the broken shoes, new shoes,
stubby, pointed, caked, polished, buniony, pavement-bevelled, lumpish,
under skirts, under trousers, shoes, over one and through one, and feel
them all and feel, not pain, not terror, but strangest triumph, strangest
acquiescence. One might as well call it sleep. He shut his eyes. (440)

Ba BHERN, BEN, BENA A -UDBTA 71y FItRoTL B4, ThGIZER
DEEDHELEZNHA—HDAL LT, OTRTOHFIZEHY ITDOSNIDTH S
(7 2, CORBOZIBETS [M] 34 —A M) AN—LkwiZdrdbs,
BETHERENTVS, LWIDL, IO E—BLRETIRTA T4y FHIMEET S
[Ehbhiz BBED) ] BBETEDLLTHE). ZOERT, [FRFIRY LI~
DIZER] Lid, F4T4 9 FOWERE, THbLEDNASHED~EEL SO
DEBEELTVE, ChODEBER RN A—JBRT /A MBITEFTA Y149 F
DIEBRECDOFEH I 2o TVEDE, L, SDXH% [#h] 2(EY |THB%5
3. BEROBRRVBRI LI E2EBRT 2, T4bb, 7474 v Fid, RoTwiz
BOPEREDAZEE, BRTBE- TV LIl 2DTHb, LIL, F4 Y4y F
PITOLALLTVEDIE, 208 LAk (1] % [IEY] & [B5] 2L Th
2T, [Zn] 2FRTIRY] LETOTELEV, BoTWBHESR, BoTWh L
BOTHETAZLEARTHETHL, LD, 194 v FEHEX [Z2h] % [IRY ]
&[] Cg->TLEIDLLIE, HIZEEDLI LN TED, [Fh] OFFEET
WHRHSBESEE [IRY] ohicdae, [#h] ONEICH2MMENEE BN TSV
P20, [FREIE) LEX] IZBZDEI T4 Y1y FHEOEEDIZHTBHE
WHZ b o TV A,

L2L, SOFAT 14y FOBEWIZI»hbo$, [Fh] B [IRY | THo it
U] hive BRICHRETELVOK, [ZREIR) LIFATH VL] &, 22
WKRHCITHIHERIMEDLN TS, 2LT, F454 v FIZESHPEHEDTWL LIZ
HETEY., £0FF [HX¥ML) TLE), Lo L, HEAZZITCRYIZOVWTLE
SIELTH, FNETA T4 v FHAURTED TV BOFORBICERET LI E, T
TAHATBEYIZR-TLEICLE2ERTA2DTIIR VY, SITHUIRNIZOL DT,
[2¥YA] ELTCOHSEFICRENBETLVEN) L THD, B [25Y A
EVIBERTVEDOTREVIERRIZEBDE, LAL, FABICZOREIZE



48 | BE: 2hdd oL ZAFBOLIILD L AV Y —-OR [a-L -4y ZAY-T) IZk32BLEEY

[2FYN] 2BET62MBIHB, 22V, SO TLFTAN] EVIEOVTHES
TENTEDLIICLBON, FhBEDIZEDDIEH, %@%bmr1y¥AJw
L LThasnb b E %o wD7Z, RY EBEDORKERD RSN, 7

494y FRBOBDIIEBIEHTES, BHFDANEREDLS LAV EWV ) RED
CEECBRD . [ YA) 28T, [TAYHA] ELT, [EF=X2AHE] L LT,
[#EEEHE] LLT. 5V [1ZAFTVA] ELTOBELIZOWT, 2LTES
KENRLEBABIDELTOELIDVTTA Y4 v FEESVEITLTHS ),

it
! Naomi Diamant i X fLiZ, T4ﬁ4/b®% aurﬂzww oAy 77— & Bkl
Mo, &) BREICHHI 2, £ LTI Y ADERLBHER~OE] THY. Zh
Lo TFA T4y FR [BOORKEDEEMLHENZRITES] (355) &£)I1Z%h b,
BROERIC, EFEIEVIBELS, FA Y1y FEZORY OBRF L DHBOWEL FA
RATVBEDTH S, ‘ o B
"2 Wayne Lesser b $7-, 74 % 4 v FOERD [MBEAR, AT A5 T4 7‘4 8y
HyElItHhrILeHEH/LTS (167),
3 EABEAE XOVFARELBRYDOITIOXEBELTA V1 v F¥FEYav 7 2RF5
H (AP, A2l oT LEoke ~LALNVEBAICHANDE RSB L2E o7,
BEICATORESIZIE o TLE o o R, ZRIdSLDG, TRTOFNHVEEL
T ER3AEFICARTHIZA TR A2DL)TH), 720 bTXTODDEI VT T —
FBLTRTWANDL ) ol ZRIZVOMET 20X HOBRELIY %< SO R, |
(280) %5l LT Theresa R. Mooney 38N HXET 574 Y1 v FOREL [RY] ©
HRTHLL T, ZLTZONEENFOREMR LG HLIE D, 20 [IRY ] 74
Y4 v FE [RELZERICALADT] BY (15), 20LT, BROBEIZSO#RD
[B#E] THBETHOE (17)e LAL, BoTVBAMICE 5T, BEID LS ZHS
DB ILATTREZ DA, 2F Y AEICHALRAD ST 5 AFEDS R ENMOFIE DV THE
BTEDZOPIOVTOHBIILZIA TR,
4 2, B LTWwAT I N— E%O)ﬁdﬁ%mtf(ht@% INTEHTIO PFJ’C
H5b, -
s ﬁ%%u7wﬂ—Fum%KEQn%:t%ﬁﬁf%oFﬂ%uékﬁﬁﬁﬁ®$%ﬁéh
7o MY DEEEL T, LIRS THAONE ?HALPWSHOKTHEINL T ) F0E !
(22) 0%, HIFINZIYELYFAT 4y FOMTRIEY DS BAL B0 TH %,
Nancy J. Rosenbloom ¥ ¥ 727 )L /¥— PAHEEICL o T rfiklﬁ ?iAEI‘JFFEI-‘_L)diE%IE
) LBTVHILERBLTNA (387)0

51X
Allen, Walter. “Two Neglected American Novelists.” London Magazine 2 (1961): 77-84.
Altenbernd, Lynn. “An American Messiah: Myth in Henry Roth’s Call It Sleep.” Modern
Fiction Studies 35.4 (1989): 673-687.



49

Diamant, Naomi. “Linguistic Universe in Henry Roth’s Call It Sleep.” Contemporary
Literature 27.3 (1986): 336-355.

Epstein, Gary. “Auto-Obituary: the Death of Artist in Henry Roth’s Call It Sleep.”
Studies in American Jewish Literature 5.1 (1979): 37-45.

Ferguson, James. “Symbolic Patterns in Call It Sleep.” Twentieth Century Literature 14
(1969): 211-220.

Folks, Jeffrey J. * Henry Roth’s National and Personal Narratives of Captivity.” Papers
on Language and Literature 35.3 (1999): 279-300.

Knowles, Jr., A. Sidney. “The Fiction of Henry Roth.” Modern Fiction Studies 11.4
(1965-66): 393-404.

Lawrence, Karen R. “Roth’s Call It Sleep: Modernism on the Lower East Side.” New
Essays on Call It Sleep. Ed. Hana Wirth-Nesher. Cambridge: Cambridge UP,
1996. 107-126.

Lesser, Wayne. “A Narrative’'s Revolutionary Energy: The Example of Henry Roth’s
Call It Sleep.” Criticism 23.3 (1981): 155-176.

Mooney, Theresa R. “The Explicable ‘I’ of Henry Roth’s Call It Sleep.” Studies in
American Jewish Literature 5.1 (1979): 11-18.

Rosenbloom, Nancy J. “In That Golden Land: The Spiritual Odyssey of Henry Roth’'s
Call It Sleep.” Prospects 23 (1998): 379-399.

Roth, Henry. Call It Sleep. 1934. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1977.

Samet, Tom. “Henry Roth’s Bull Story: Guilt and Betrayal in Call It Sleep.” Studies in
the Novel 7.4 (1975): 569-583.

Seed, David. “The Drama of Maturation: Henry Roth’s Call It Sleep.” Etudes Anglaises
3.1 (1979): 46-55.

Sherman, Bernard. The Invention of the Jew: Jewish American Education Novels
(1916-1964). New York: Yoseloff, 1969.

Sollors, Werner. “‘A world somewhere, somewhere else.” Language, Nostalgic
Mournfulness, and Urban Immigrant Family Romance in Call It Sleep.” New
Essays on Call It Sleep. Ed. Hana Wirth-Nesher. Cambridge: Cambridge UP,
1996. 127-188.

Wirth-Nesher, Hana. “The Modern Jewish Novel and the City: Franz Kafka, Henry
Roth, and Amos Oz.” Modern Fiction Studies 24 (1978): 91-111.

——. Afterword. “Between Mother Tongue and Native Language in Call It Sleep.” Call It
Sleep. New York: Noonday-Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1991. 443-462.

‘Wisse, Ruth. “The Classic of Disinheritance.” New Essays on Call It Sleep. Ed. Hana
Wirth-Nesher. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1996. 61-74.



