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MikhailBakhtinremarksofDostoevsky'snovelsthatthetextiswovenin`Ta]plurality

qfindependen(andunmergedvoicesandconsciousnesses"(6,italicsBakhtin)･Thesame

CharaCterizationappliestothenarrativeofLightinAugus(･AccordingtoBakhtin,Dostevsky's

polyphonyismainlyattributabletodialogueincharacterswh云are"no(On&objec(Sd

authoriaLdiscoursebutaLsosubiectsdtheirowndirectけsign砂ingdiscourse,"andtherefbre

thenovelisstructured"asawholeasa`greatdialogue"(7,40,italicsBakhtin)･Polyphony

anddialoglCrelationshipsinLightinAugusLOntheotherhand,donotoccuratthelevelof

Charact6rSbutratheroccurinthecontextofc?mmunicationaThongcharaCterSinanarrayof

word-Of-mOuthcommunicationssuchasconversation,dialogueandhearsay･1Alargepartof

narrativeinLightinAugus(isconsistedofcommunication､repreSentedbyrumorsandits

transmittlngprOCeSS･Thediscourseofthetowniscreatedthrough=their=talkingtoeach

other,andistransmittedeitherbyByron-Hightowerdialogue,Orbythenarrator･2=They=are

whitemen,SuChas=theclerks,theidle,thecountrymeninoveralls,=whoperpetuateideologleS

ofSouthernwhiteness(348).3 The readerlearnshow Southernwhitemaleideologyis

broughtintothetown,sdiscoursethroughtheperspectivesofByronandHightower･aSWell

astheperspectiveofthen郵ratOr･Ⅰwi11firstfocusonthecommunlty,sdiscourse-making

processandhowsuchdiscourseistransmitted,Whileexaminlngthatthenarrativ?StruCture

itselfisopposedtothecommunlty'sdichotomousdiscourse･

Ithen willfocus onJoe Christmas and Lena Grovein relation to the communlty's

ideology･LightinAuguststartswithLenacomlngtOthetownpregnant,andendswithher

leavlngWithababy･Duringherstaylnthetown,Christmas,scrimerevealstown,sobsession

aswe11asthatofChristmas･Whileobservlngthecommunlty,sresponsetoChristmasasa

characterwhois"neither/nor=inrelationtothe town,sdiscourse,andLenaasacharacter

whois"both:,IwillexaminehowsuchrelationshipsrenectthestruCtureOfthetextasa

whole.ThroughthisanaIysIS,Iwillc6nsidertheproblemsoftherelativizationoftheSouth,

SeekingthevoiceofLigh(inAugus(･

I.PolyphonyinLIightinAugust

A.DiscourseoftheTown

=They,=adominantgrouplnthetown,talkaboutChristmasandhiscrime･Itmaybea
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factofthetextthatChristmaski11edJoannaBurden･Butitisnotnecessari)ytruethatheis

"black''andsheisa=Southern"woman･Christmas,sracialbackgroundisunknown,forhis

Circus"Mexican"fathermighthavea=black=ancestry･Joanna,incontrast,WaSborninthe

town,"yetSheisstillastranger,aforeigner,""【a】Yankee,a)overofnegroes"(46).The

town'sconsensus,however,is designed to fit the discourse that a"nigger"killed"our"

Southemwhitewoman,WhichservestoexpelandeventualIykillChristmas.

WhatmotivationmightweattributetoChristmas'sexpulsionandmurder?Themost

important reasonis that the town ofJeffersonisin crisis.According to ReniGirard,

COllectiveviolenceo魚enoccurswhenanyofthefbllowlngCOnditionsaremet:first,aStateOf

SOCialandculturalcrisis,Whichisto say,ageneralizedlossofdifftrences;SeCOnd,the

presenceofcrimesthat"eliminatedifftrences";third,theidentifiedauthorsofthesecrimes

possessthemarksthatsuggestheorshemaybecomeavicti■m,theparadoxicalmarksofthe

absenceofdifference(Scapegoat24).ThetownofJeffersonmeetsa11thre占ofthesecriteria.
First,thetown,IikeotherSoutherncommunitiesofthe1920s,isinsocialcrisis,abouttoface

theerasureofdifftrence,WhichwereestablishedbystruCtureOfracism†Hierarchica)racial

Orderasasocialsystem,Ontheqnehand,hasbeenabolishedintermsofslavery,butonthe

Othertheracismwasreaffirmedbythe"separatebutequal"policy.Asaresult,thestruCture

Ofracismbecamemoreinternalized･Secondly,insuchtimesof"anextremelossofsocial

order'evidencedbythedisappearanceoftherulesand･differences,thatdefinecultural

divisions,"black-On-Whitecrime,Whicheliminatesdifftrence,PreSentSathreatatalevelof

unarticulatedemotion as wellas an unforgivable violation ofcommunity rules(Girard,

Scqpegoa(12).Thirdly,aCCOrdingtocommunityjudgement,Christmas'sway･Ofliftisracial

passlng･5AlthoughpasslnglS…aphenomenonofthenineteenthandthefirsthalfofthe

twentiethcentury,''itismostevidentinthe1920sand30s,inwhichcontextLightinAugus(

appears(Sollors247).6InthefrenzyofChristmas･scapture,"they"commentthat"`Hedoni
looknomorelikeanlggerthanIdo'"orthat"`HedontlookanymorelikeanlggerthanI

do'"(346,349)."`【W]hatmadethefolkssomad'"isthatChristmas"`neveractedlikeeither

aniggerorawhiteman'"(350)･Christmas,Whomtheythinkis"`pretendingtobeawhite

man,"'isathreat,untilatlasttheysee=niggernessMwhentheyseehim=notsaylnganything:

justbleedingsullenandquiet''whenheishit(349,50).

TheftarofthesociaJsystem'sdisruptlOnmaniftstsitselfas(heftarofmiscegenation･

As soon as people heartherumOrthatJoannawas murdered,.thecrowd,"ranglng from

individualstoentirefami1ies,"gathersaroundthebuminghouse(287):

AmongthemthecasualYankeesandthepoorwhitesandeventhesouthernerswho

had)ivedfbrawhileinthenorth,Whobelievedaloudthatitwasananonymousnegro

CrimecommittednotbyanegrobutbyNegroandwhoknew,believed,andhopedshe

had been ravished too:atleast once before her throat was cut and atleast on云e
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a丘envard.(288)

TheftarofmiscegenationeffacesdifftrencesamongthewhitespeCtatOrS-theNortherners,

thepoor,andwomen-andsubstitutescohesioninitsplace.Jean-NoelKapfererargues:"Tb

beLieve a rumoris(Oman昨∫tOne'saLLegiance to(he group's voice,i.e.,tOCOllective

Oplnion･RumorsprovideagroupwiththeopportunltytOStandupaDdbecounted,andto

expressitself;ingeneralthattakesplaceattheexpenseofanothergroupwhichistakenasa

SCapegOat"(104,･italicsKapferer).Christmasatthismomentbecomesarepresentativeof

blacksorofblacknessitself,andascapegoattobepersecutedbythetown.Brown'swordsto

thesheriffthatChristmas"toldmehewaspartnlgger'"iswhat"they"wai(edfbrmorethan

anything･ThetownofJefftrsonexpectedthatthemurdererwasablackman,longbefore

Christmas'sraceismentioned.Eventhesherifforderedthepartyto"【g]etmeapigger,''

despltethefactthatthefirstwitnessofthefiresaidthatthemanhesawinthebumlnghouse

WaSaWhiteman(291).TheinfbrmationthatBrowndeliveredanswersthehopes,fearsand

forebodingstheyholdwithrespecttomiscegenation,glVenthatthey"knew,believed,and

hopedthatshehadbeenravished"■befbreanda鮎r"herthroatwascut"(288).Thisinformation,

Ofcourse,isimmediateandsignificanttotheSoutherncommunlty,aSthecrimeisconsidered

tobesubversiveofwhitemalesupremacy･7AlthoughPercyGrimmisactuallytheonewho

killedChristmas,thetown"hadacceptedGrimmwithrespectandperhapsalittleaweanda

dealofactualfaithandconfidence,aSthoughsomehowhisvisionandpatriotismandpridein

thetown,theoccasion,hadbeenquickerandtruerthantheirs"(456-57)･Thepeop)eofthe

townreaf丘rmthisbysaylng,`"He'sthecaptainofthem.SpecialomcersentbythegovernOr･

He'stheheadofthewholething.Sheriffaintgotnosayinittoday…(458)･Thelaw-abiding

SplrltrepreSentedbythesheriffiseasilydeftated,OrmOrepreCisely,nOneOf=them"hoped

(hatChristmaswouldbeexecutedbythelawfromthebeginnlng･8confront)ngthecrisisof

thedisappearanceofdifferences,thetownneededsomeonetooccupythepositionGrimm

CametOOCCupy.Grimm,araCistextremistandamalesupremacist,rePreSentSraCistmale-

dominatedsociety.Thetown,inotherwords,justbetfaysitsrealnature･

TheorlglnalsourceoftherumorsaboutChristmas'sraceisDocHines,Whomeverybody

COnSidersinsane.HeclaimedthatChristmas'sfather,WhoseracialancestrylSunknown,WaS

a‖nigger,=inordertomakehisunmarrieddaughter,saffairappearmoresinfu)･9sincehis

lifeisdrivenbyhatredandthejustificationofhatredheattributestothefuryofaCalvinistic

God,Christmasisaperfect=instrument,,topursuehislifelong hatred･Andbecause,aS

ThadiusM･Davissays,=DocHines,sGodisareflectionofHineshimself,=whateverhe

thinksisGodWillishisownwi11(Negro145).DocHines'sthinkingbasedontheself-made

GodissimilartoJefferson,sstereotypICaldiscourseintermsofthewaythatself-Satisfaction

isattainedbyseelngindividualsas=instrument･=JustlikeHinesisseekingsomebodyto

hate,thetownisa)wayslookingfbrsomebodytoexclude▲･
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Exclusionisratherarbitraryandbasedonadichotomouscategorizationofeither′or･In

thisrespectBrownplayedhisbestcard･Brownhimse)fwastheprlmeSuSpeCtbeforehe

broughtupthes叫ectofChristmas'srace･HewasthesuspICiousmanintheburnlnghouse.

Thetimethatheclaimstohavefoundthefire,eighto,clock,isthreewholehoursearlierthan

thetimeitwasreported,neareleven･AndpeOpleknewthatheturnedupwithaneyetothe

thousand-dollarreward･WhenitwasfbundthathehadlivedwithChristmasinthecabinof

theBurdenhouse,therumorwassodisadvantageoustohimthat=everybodybeguntotell

aboutChristmasandBrown,…OneOfthemormaybebothofthemtomurderthatlady"

(93)･JamesSneadacutelyexplainsthatBrownis…soanxiousto･darken,anddestroyJoe,=

becauseheis=Christmas,sdarkerdouble,=who…looksmorelikea･forelgner,and`nigger,

and`murderer'thanChristmasdoes(hehasa`1ittlewhitescarbyhismouth,),=thus…islikely

tohave`blackblood'"(92-93)･ItisconceivablethatBrownknowsbyexperiehcethatthe
darkeroftwosuspeCtSislikelytobeaccused,aSWellasthatonce9neislabeled"nigger,=the

OthergetsfreeofthesuspICion･Thewaythatthetownabandonedtwoidentica川gures,

ChristmastodeathandBrowntobeexposed,remindsusofGirard,sargumentabouthow

twinsin"prlmitive=societieswereabandonedinordertoavoidcontaglOn･Insuchsocieties,

Girardwritesthat=twinsinsplreaParticularterror=becausethey=invariablyshareacultural

identlty,andtheyoftenhaveastrikingphysicalresemblancetoeachother.Wherever

difftrencesarelacking･Violencethreatens=(V70Lence56-57)･Like"primitive"societies,

JefftrsoncategorizessociologlCaltwins,Whichresultedinthepersecutionofoneasa"nigger,=

andexposedtheotherasnothing･

Thiseither/orstruCtureaPPliestothemurdererandthemurdered.OnceJoannaishumi1iated

bya"nigger,=herwhitenessbecomessoemphasizedthattheyglVeherthestatusof…our"

WOman･10Itisagainaquestionofdegree."[T]heywouIdneverfbrgiveherandletherbe
deadinpeaceandqulet=atbottom,=eventhoughshehadsuppliedthematlastwithan

emotionalbarbecue,aRomanholidayalmost"(289).Incomparisonwiththe"nigger:,how

andhowmuchtheyhadhatedherislgnOred･

Accordingtothetermsofthetown,smonolithicwhitemaleideology,individualsarethe

OqeCtSOfadichotomouscategorization‥ei(heroneortheother.Theproblemhereisthat
thereisnolanguagetodescribeapersonlikeChristmas,Whoisneither/nor.Sincewe

PerCeiveathingmostlythroughlanguage,itisalmostimpossibleforustoperceiveathing

thatisnotexplainedin(hatlanguage･Besides,Sincefactsaredistortedtofitthelimitsof

WhatispossibleasdiscourseinJefftrson,peOPlewi11beabletoseeneitherfactsnorlimitations

Ofthediscourse,Whichbothsupportandaresupportedbythelimitationsofsuchbinary

thinking.

B･NarratorsasRelays

Christmas,scrimeandthepossibilityofhishaving=blackblood"aretransmittedfrom
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Doc HinestoChristmas,then afteralmostthirty years,tOBrown,tOthesheriffandthe

deputy,tOthetown toByron and finally to Hightower･By theendofthiscircuit,the

"possibility"has,in"their"oplnion,becomeacertainty･

TheByron-HightowerdialogueisamodelforhowcommunicationtransplreSbetweenthe

narratorandthereader.Hightowerisa"narratee:'who,aSMartinKreiswirthargues,"isnot

Only the reclplentOfByron,s narrativebut also functions as amodelforthe readerby

explicitlycallingattentiontothemeansofmakingthenarrativemeaningfu1"(68)･]1whatwe

ShouldnotforgetabouttheByron-Hightowercommunicationisthattheirconversations

OCCurSOnlyatHightower,shouse,JuStOutSideoftown･AsByronthinksthatifpeoplefound

Out,…they,dtakeusbothoutandwhipus,,,,theirrelationshiplSreStrictedbythetownand

paradoxicallystrengthenedbythefactthatthetownbelievesthatnobodyhas‖evenbeen

insidethathouseintwentyyears"(73,59).Thetabooontalkingandlisteningintensi丘esthe

SeCreCyOftheircommunicationandstimulatestheirdesiretotalkandbelistenedto･Asa

result,theygettotheheartofthematter･Suchaconditionalsocreatesaspaceoutof

mundanity,Whichissimilartotheconditionwhenthereaderreadsthenovel･12Hightower

andthereader,aWayfromthetown'shysteria,quietlyexamine"their"talk-Whichistosay,

thediscourseofthetownspeople-aboutChristmas,WhichByronrelates･Weshouldalso

remarktheasymmetrylntherelationbetweenTe11erandHearer･Althoughtheirdiscussions

tendtoanalyzethetown,sideologywithsomeantagonism,Byronisreferredtoas=amanof

mystery"whileHightoweriscalledbythemoredefinitiveepithetof=GailHightowerDone

DammedinJefftrson:'havingbeenalienatedandstillresidinginanalienatedposition(49,

61).Thegapsbetween ByronandHightowercorrespondtothegapsinthetekt-reader

relationship:"theasymmetry"ofthewholestructure,WolfgangIserargues,"Stimulatesa

COnStitutiveactivityonthepartofthereader"(169-70).Sincetheconstitutiveactivityof

Hightow9rispredicatedonhisexperienceofthetown,sbrutalityandcruelty,thisprocess

itselfstimulatesthereadertobridgethegapsbetweenwhathappenedtoHightowertwenty

fiveyearsagoandwhatishappenlngtOChristmasnow･Inotherwords,Whatthereader

focusesonmostthroughHightoweristhecommunlty'scollectiveviolence･

Byronispairedwiththenarratorintermsofhisnarrativeposition･Byron'stransparency

isveryoftenemphasized:heis"asmallmanwhohadlivedinthetownsevenyearsyet

Whomevenftwerofthecountrypeoplethankneweitherthemurderer[Christmas]orthe

murdered【Joanna],knewbynameorhabit";heis"thekindoffellowyouwouldn'tseethe
firstglanceifhewasalonebyhimselfinthebottomofaemptyconcreteswimmlngpOOl"

(495,416).Hisinvisibilityservesthereadertoconcentrateonwhathesaysmorethanwhat

heis.Hisremarkthat"mostofwhatfolkstellsonotherfolksainttruetObeginwith,''and

hiscomment,=IreckonIaintnobetterthannobodyelse,=arecongruentwiththenovel's

fundamentalnarrativecharacteristic,Whichavoidsfbrminganyauthoritativeview(54)･

BeforeByronappearSaSanarratOrinchapter4andtalkstoHightowerhowthetownis
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PrOPaga(lngrumOrSaboutChristmas,smurderandhisrace,Byron,sreliabilityasanarratoris

fullypresented･Chapter3showsthatwhenByronfirstcametothetown,OneOfりthem,"

thoseanonymousandexchangeablecitizens,tO)dhimhowthetown,srumorstrlggeredthe

lynchingofHightowerbytheKuK山xKlan･Expectedtoeventuallybecomeaninsider,the

tellerrevea)edthetown,shiddenandunwrittenru1etoByronthatthetownunhesita(1ngly

resortstovioIenceifsomebodydisturbsitsorder･t3Desplte=their=intentionofmakinghim

チninsider,Byronseesthetownoqectivelywhenhesays,thesituationis"【a]sthough…the

entireaffair【aboutHightower】hadbeenalotofpeopleperfbrmingaplayandthatnowand

atlasttheyhadal1playedoutthepartswhichhadbeenallottedthem''(72-73).Heanalyzes

"thatthetownhadhadthehabitofsaylngthingsaboutthedisgracedministerwhichtheydid

notbelievethemselves''(74)･Hemakesgeneralizationsabouthumanbehavior,including

"howpeOpleeverywhereareaboutthesame,butthatitdidseemthatinasmal1town,Where

evilishardertoaccomplish,WhereopportunitiesforprlVaCyareSCarCer,thatpeoplecan

inventmoreofitinotherpeople'sname''(71).･

Juxtapositionoftheunreliablefrivoloustownando叫ectivephilosophicalByronnotonly

fbregroundsbutalsorelativizesthefallacyofthecommunlty･Byron,sbeingsowarythat

"thechancetobehurtcouldnothavefbundhim"preventshimfrombeinganoutcast,until

hebecomes"wellnighapublicoutrageandaffront=fbrhissevendays,behaviortowards

Lena-(421,417)･Thepositionofbeingneitheraninsidernoranoutsiderprovideshima

Certainexternalityaswellastheabilitytocommunicatewithboth=they=andthealienated

persons･AsaresulthebecomesthemostinfbrmedcharacterinthecommunltyWhereasa

ru1e(hecommunicationbetweenonegroupandothersiscompletelylmPOSSible･Inother

WOrds,Byronprovidesthethirdparameterinthenarrativewithrespecttothecommunlty,s

consclOuSneSS.14

Byron'snarrative,however,isinvestedinhisowncondition.Fromthescenewhena

"countryman"fbundBrownintheburnlnghouse,WeCanSurmisethatByronandthenarrator

difftrinthewaythattheyrelayinfbrmation･Inchapter13,thenarratorrelaysthesceneto

thereader,fbcuslngOntheman,srace･Byron,swordstoHightowerinchapter4,Onthe

Otherhand･ismoreinvestedinthedubiousnessofBrown,scharacter,CaJlinghim"drunk

man=or‖drunkfellow,,insplteOfknowlnghisname･]5 ThisisnotbecauseByronisno(

interestedinChristmas,srace･Infacthispr)marylntereStisthesameasthatofthenarrator,

asitiscertainthathisaccountoftherumOrbeginswithspeculationaboutChristmas'srace.

HeemphasizesBrown'sintoxicationandmakesBrownseemsusplClOuSbecauseheisinlove

WithLena,WhoispregnantwiththechildBrownfatheredandislookingfbrhim･Jealous

Byronis unconsciously prejudiced,although he speaks asifhe were simply repeatlng

informationfromthepolntOfviewofthepersonwhofirstdiscoveredthefire･Thenarrator,

inthissense,isnarratlngnOtfromano句ectivepolntOfviewbutinordertoinducethereader

tofbcusonrace･WhatthenarratorisdoinglnChapter13,therefore,isnotonlytoclarifyand
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redefinetheinfbrmationByronrelatedinchapter4,butalsotoprovokethereadertofocuson

racialissues,throughthetermsofadichotomousblackandwhitediscourse.

BymeansofthejuxtapositionofByronandthenarrator,thereaderbecomesawareofthe

PerSPeCtiveofthenarratorinrelationtothecommunlty･Besides,thedifftrenceofthesetwo

narrators'prlmaryCOnCernS-forByronitisLena,andfbrthenarratbr,i(isdichotomous

discourse-fbregroundsthenarrator'sperspectivetowardthenarrative.

Theharrativestructureofchapter19isanexamplethatthenarratorintroduces=their=

-COmmunicationinordertorevealandcriticizetheself-Satis丘edandmonolithicdiscourseof

thecommunlty･Thechapteriscomposedofthreeparts:how"thetownwondered"about

Christmas'sescape;GavinStevens'sdialoguewithhisfriendwhoremainsmute;andthe

narrator'sdepictionofthedeathsceneofChristmas.Thereasonlngandoplnionsofanonymous

townsmenspecu)atlngaboutwhyChristmasescapedtoHightower'shousearepresentedon

thesurfacetoindicatetheirsameness,andinordertocomparetoStevens,stheory･Stevens

isspecificallynamedbecauseheis"theDistrictAttorney,aHarvardgraduate,aPhiBeta

Kappa"withalongprestlglOuSfami1yancestrylnthetown,Seemlnglydifferentfromthe

aJlOnymOuSandexchangeablecollectiveof"they"(444).ThedispositionofStevens'stheory,
however,ratherrevealsthatthemos(distinguishedpersoninthetownissameas"they"in

COnSideringChristmastobea"nigger,"exceptthatheshowsthedichotomousstruCture

Whichprivilegeswhiteoverblackevenmorepolntedlythan=they,,do･)60rratherStevens,

WhoupholdsthelawsoperativeinJimCrowstatesasaSouthernwhitelawyer,isshownto

beevenmorefalliblethan"they,"byvirtueofthefactthatheknowsthatDocHinesismad

butyetacceptstheclaimthatChristmashasblackancestry.Stevens'sdialoguewithhis

SChoolmateatHarvard,nOWaCO11egeproftssoroftheneighboringstateuniverslty,also

revealsthefragmentationwithinthetown.AlthoughStevens"hasaneasyquletWayWith

COuntrypeOple.‥talkingtothemintheirownidiomaboutnothingatall,"hediscussesthe

incident notto"them''buttoaman with aiimi1arbackground ashe,becauseitis not

"nothingatall"(444)･ThefactthatStevens'sfriendneitheraskshimanyquestionsnor

Challenges his oplnionsindicates thathe ascribestothe samebeliefsas Stevens.Asan

inte11ectual,heisi.nthesamepositionasStevensinhisowntown,andtheyarebothpartsof

the"they"in theirrespective towns.`This settlng Ofcommunication shows even more

emphaticallythepervasivenessofmonolithicSouthernwhiteideology･

AfterStevens,snarration,thenarratorpresentswhat=really"happenedinthetown･In

thisnarration,manythingsappearviathefigureofPercyGrimm,nOneOfwhichhadbeen

mentioned by the=they"ofthe town and Stevens,SuCh as Grimm,sconflict with the

representativesoflaw-abidingpeoplesuchasthecommanderoftheAmericanLegionand

thesheriff,thetown,sacceptanceofGrimm,andhismurderandcastrationofChristmas･17

Thecommunicationofcharacterscanberegardedastheplacewheretheirlackofo句ectivlty

isrevealed:nOneOftheperspectivesofthecharactersiswithoutitsownprqjudice･The
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narratorandByronarenoexceptlOnS:theyrelaycharacters,communicationastlngedwith

theirownconcerns･PolyphonicstruC(ure,inthisrespeCt,SerVeStOSaVethetextfrombeinga

COllageofunreliability,aVOidingthepossibilityofanyoneperspectivetakingoveraposition

Ofauthority･Yetthevoiceof(hecommunltylSSetaSanaXisofthenarrativeandthe

narrativefbcusespredominantlyonthecommunlty･SincenoneoftheperSpeCtivesisinfhllibIe,

WemightsaythatthefallacyofthecommunltyaSaWholeismostemphasized.
Attheendofthechapter,thenarratorpresentsthedeathofChristmastothereaderasthe

lastinfbrmationabouthim:

Thenhisface,body,all,Seemedtocollapse,tOfal)inuponitself,andfromoutthe

SlashedgarmentsabouthishipsandloinsthepentblackbloodseemedtoruShlikea

releasedbreath･ItseemedtoruShoutofhispalebo4yliketheruShofsparksfroma

rlSlngrOCket;uPOnthatblackblastthemanseemedtorisesoarlnglntOtheirmemories

jbreverandever Theyarenottoloseit,inwhateverpeac¢JIvaJIeys,besidewhatever

PtaCidandreassurLngStreamSOfoldage,inthemirrorlngfacesofwhateverchildren

theywillcontemplateolddisas(ersandnewerhqpes･Itwillbethere,muSlng,qule(,

Steadfast,nOtfadingandnotparticularlythreatfu1,butofitselfaloneserene,Ofitself

alonetriu叫,hant.(465,myitalics)

Andr6BleikastenpolntSOutthat=allofasudden,=bloodwhich=wasmostlyametaphor

Ofdefilementandmalediction･･･turnSintoaradiantsignofglory"Unk328-29).Bleikasten
iscorrectinsaylngthat"the･SaCredisboththeholyandtheunholy,thepureandtheimpure"

andthusChris■tmaShasbecome,=throughhissacri丘cialdeath,aSuPerhuman丘gure,=acceding

to"theimmortalityofheroesorsaints,ifnotofgods"(hk329).Yet,Wemissthepointifwe

regardthisapotheosismerelyasChristmasbeing=whiteandblack,,,=bothChristandAntichrist=

(Bleikasten,Jnk330)･18christmas,sbodyis=pale:･evacuating"thepentblackblood=inthe

processofbecomlngaholyexistence･Tobeapotheosized,doesChristmasnrsthavetobea

White,becauseholinessbelongstowhites?Tfso,thenarratorisinthepositionofthosewho

believethat"`Godaintnonigger'"(384).Theintentionofthenarratorhere,however,isto

disclosethelimitationsofthenarratorwhotoousesdichotomousnarrative.Thenarrator,

Whilecriticizlngthetown,sdichotomousthinkingasthecauseofignorlnghumanbeingsas

theyare,hasnootherlanguagethanthatofthetown.BecauseinthenarTatOr,ster血thereis

nolanguagetOdescribethisstateofChristmas,Whoisfinal1yfreedfromthebondageof

CategOrization,thenarratorcannotheIpmakingChristmasapotheosizedandpresentlnghim

as"asuperhumanfigure."

Aswehaveobserved,thenarrativeofLightinAugus(ispolyphonic,COnditionaland

indecisive.Itisbecausethetown'sdiscourseismonolithic,authoritativeanddecisive.In

Otherwords,becausethediscourseofthetowniscomposedinthisway,thetexttakesa
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diametrical1シOpPOSitenarrativestyle･Suchpolyphonicnarrative,Ontheotherhand,enables

thereadertointerpretthetextandconsequentlyrelativizetheSouthasthethirdparameter中
termsofthetext.Inthiscase,doesthenarratorconsiderthereaderthethirdparameterfrom

thebeginning?Orisitthecasethatthereaderturnedouttobethethir4parameter?Wehave

ObservedthatByronissetasthethirdparameterintermsofthecommunlty'sconsciousness･

Regardingthecompositionofthechapter,itseemsthatthenarratoraimedtorelativizethe

textatthepolntOfthenarratorandthentopresentittothereaderasthevoiceofthetext,JuSt

asByrontransmitstoHightowerthevoiceofthecommunlty･Butitseemsthatthenarrator

failedtoaccomplishthisaimduetothelimitationsofdichotomouslanguage,Onlypresentlng

ambiguousandoratoricaldescrlPtlOnOfdeadChristmas･Whatthenisthevoiceofthetext?

IstheresuchathinginLightinAugus(?Ifsuchathingexists,thecluemayresideinthe

narrator,sconcernabouttheproblemsoftime-thepast,thepresent,andthefuture-andits

relationtotheSouthasawhole.Thevictimsof"[0】1ddisasters"arenotonlythoseofthe

town,sviolencebutalsoeverybodywholives●intheSouth･ThenarratoristrylngtOthrust

thesetragediesintothepositionofHolddisasters=bytrylngtOaSSumethefuturewouldbe

=peacefu1=and=placid:,Thepresenthastobeblockeduplikeatableau,fbratthismoment

thereisnothingtoconnectbetween"disasters=and=hopes･,,Fromthisamalgamofanxiety

andhopeofthefutureinambiguousoratory,WeCanaSSumethatthenarratoristrylngtO

introduceaviewpolntOffutureinordertorelativizetheSouth･Thenarratoristheonlyone

inthetextwhograspsthetowninthecontextoftheSouthandhastheperspectiveoffuture･19

ThiswillleadusfurtherintoaconsiderationofChristmas,Whoembodiesthepastofthe

▲South,andLena,Whoimpliesitsfuture.

1Ⅰ.SharedObsession

ThestoryofChristmas,sliftisembeddedfromchapter5to12,inthemiddleofthe

chapterswhicharticulatethetown,srumorsinchapter4and13･Theaccountofhisliftis

presentedintheformofChristmas,smemory-narratlng,beinglntrOducedsuchphrasesas

…【m]emorybelievesbefbreknowingremembers=and…[a]ndmemoryknowsthis,,(119,146)･20

WhyisltPlacedthereandwhylSitmemory-narratlng?2]oneofthereasonsforthisis,aSWe

haveobservedinthepreviouschapter,istoemphasizehowthetown,sconsciousnesstotally

neglectsanindividualexistence･Becauseofthispositionlng,thereaderseesChristmasnot

asano叫ectofthetown'srumOrSbutasanindividualwhostruggleswithhislift･Another

reasonisthatChristmasisarenectionofthetown,insofarasheisaprlSOnerOftheSouthern

whitemaleideology･ThesharedobsessionofChristmasandthetownisstressedbythatthe

Chapterswhichtreathistragicliftintervenebetweenthechapterswhichdealwiththetown's
hysteria･ChristmasisanembodimentofsimultaneOuSlytheideologyoftheSouthernCOmmunlty

anditsominousshadowimage.22EricJ.SundquistseesChristmasas"aJigureratherthana

person,"someonewhois"atonceareminder(Oftheamalgamationofwhitefathersand
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blackmothersduringslavery)andathreat(Oftheamalgamationofblackfathersandwhite

motherseversince):'fbrhe"atapsychologica11evelisaliteralembodimentoftheuncanny;

WhileatasociologlCallevelheisanemblemofhiscountry,sheightenlngtrauma,COntainlng

`within'himselfthefantasizedprqiectionofafurther,invisiblecountrywithin"(71)･Sandquist

iscorrect,yetWehadbetterconsiderChristmasapersonandnot"aJigure"becausehehas

become"aJigure"or"anemblem"inthesocietywhichdoesnotconsiderahumanbeing

unlessheorsheisraciallycategorized･21Everybodyinsuchasocietyholdstheanxietythat

infactheorshemightbecomeanotherChristmasatanytlme.

How,then,isChristmaspresentedintermsoftheideologleSheshareswiththeSouthern

Whitemen?First,heisobsessedwithdichotomouscategorization.Andbecausehecannot

becategorizedunderthisclassification,heistheevidence thatthis schemeiscompletely

untenable･Hislift,therefore,ispreciselyaseriesoftrialsandfailuresofcategorization･

FromDocHinestothetown,incLludingChristmas,allareeagertolabeIhimasitsuitsthem,

andnoneofthemsucceeds.Amongtheseattemptstocharacterizehim,theconditionin

Memphisorphanageis themostslgnificantasBleikastenpolgnantlypolntSOut thatthis

experienceconstituted"thebeginnlngOfhisschizoidsenseofhimselfasself-etrangedand

heraldedafutureofisolation,alienation,andfragmentaion"("Closed"83).Inparticular,the

reJeCtionoftheblackyardman,WithwhomChristmastriedtoidentify,isalmostfatal:

【T]heniggersaid`WhotoldyouIamanigger,yOulittlewhitetrashbastard?'andhe

SayS`Iaintanlgger'andthenlggerSayS`Youareworsethanthat･Youdontknow

Whatyouare･Andmorethanthat,yOuWOntneVerknow･You,111iveandyou'11die

andyouwontneverknow.'(383-84)

Theyardman,WhoisnoexceptlOntObinarythinking,1nVitesChristmas'sself-COntradictory

fteling,determinlnghisconditionofnobo4yinSouthern声OCiety.24

Because=nigger,=the firstlabelapplied to him,SerVed only to alienate him,being

isolatedbecamealmosthiもidentlty,JuStaStheSouthidentifieditselfwithisolationfromthe

UnitedStatesatthisperiod･AstheSouthneedstheNorthtoisolateitself,Christmasneeds

thecircumstancesthatiso)atehim.Thisisthesecondobsession,WhichChristmasandthe

Southernwhitemalesshare･ChristmaspIaceshimselfontheworsesideofthetwo,ifitis

necessarytochoosesides.Hislift,Onthesurface,maybeconsideredas"passlng,"butin

termsofhisownself-definition,hedoesn'tconsiderhimselfas"passlng."Thedifftrenceis

Slgni丘cantwhencomparedwithhiscontemporarypasslngCharacters･CharactersinPasslng

byNellaLarsonpassfbr=therights,benefits,andprlVileges=whicharegrantedforonly

whites(Davis,Introductionviii).25Thesamemotivesarefbundintheanonymousprotagonist

ofTheAu(ObiographyqfanEr-CoLoredManofJamesWeldonJohnson.26Theprotagonist
declares‥"IhadmadeupmymindthatsinceIwasnotgolngtObeaNegro,Iwouldavail
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myselfofeverypossibIeopportunltytOmakeawhiteman'ssuccess.Andthat,ifitcanbe

Summedupinanyoneword,meanSmOney''(167).

Whatweseehereischaracter,sdeterminationtopass;tOpaSSforthebetter.Aswesee

fromhisscenesofjobs,Christmas,Ontheotherhand,is"inturnlaborer,miner,prOSpeCtOr,

gamblingtout,"andonceanarmysoldierforfourmonths(224).Heapparentlydesiresnone

OftheprlVilegesofwhites,andratherlongsforthemostdifficuItoptlOnifheneedstochoose

One･IntheSouth,herepresentshimselfas=black=toputhimselfinsituationssuchastelling

(white)prostitutesthatheis"bIack:'andtrickingorteasingwhitemen"intocallinghima

negroinordertofightthem:tObeatorbebeaten"(225).Afterfindingoutthatrepresenting

himselfasblack,aWeapOnagalnStSOCiety,isuselessintheNorth,hestayssickfortwo

years,JuStaStheSouthenteredthedepressionaftertheCiviIWar･Hethenleadsareverse

lift:heliveswith9lacks,Shunningwhitepeople;fightstheblackswhocallhimwhite(225)･

Thebestmeansforisolatinghimselfisviolence,hurtlngOthersaswellashurtlnghimself･

ViolenceisanotherobsessionforbothChristmasandtheSouthernwhitemen･Itprovides

themanorderandasystem,aSWeCanSeeintherelationshipbetweenChristmasandhis

StepfatherMcEachern,Whichclearlydistinguishesbetweentherulerandtheruled,andthe

OneWhofbrces,Ordersandgives,andtheotherwhoresists,disobeysandrefusesconsequent)y‥27

He[Christmas】seemedtorecognizeMcEachernwithoutsurprise:asifthewhole

SituationwereperftctlyloglCalandreasonableandinescapable･Perhapshewas

thinkingthenhowheandthemancouldalwayscountupononeanother,dependupon

OneanOther.(159)

ViolencecreatescohesionamongtheSouthernwhitemen,anditisstrengthenedbythe

OpPOSlng parameterS Ofblacks and women.Christmas considers his stepmother,Mrs.

McEachern,tObeanenemywhotries=togetherselfbetweenhimandthepunishment,M

WhichChristmasaccepts･=asanaturalandinescapablefactMwhetheritis=deservedornot,

justorunjust"(167):

Itwasthewoman:thatsQfikindnesswhichhebelievedhimselfdoomedtobefbrever

Victimofandwhichhehatedworsethanhedidthehardandruthless]uSticeofmen･

`SheistrylngtOmakemecry,,hethought…･`Thenshethinksthattheywouldhave

hadme･'(168-69,myitalics)

Theparameters.ofmenandwomen,repreSentedinthedivisionofthequalitiesattributedto

them,SuChasby=hardandruthlessJuStice=and=softkindness,,,correspondtothesimilar

divisionbetween whitesandblacksby"coldhardair=and"summersmellandsummer

VOices"(115,114).Just as he claims to be"doomed to be forever victim oP'woman,
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theSouthhaveinternalizedtheconceptofblacknessandwomen.28Hatredtowardblacksand

WOmenislinkedtogetherandredirectedintoanevenstrongerhatredofblackwoman,a

CategOryWhichistermed=Womanshenegro･"InthecaseofChristmasitappearsinthe

StrOngeStWay,becauseheisconstant)yconsciousofhis=blackness"inhimself.29Inother

WOrds,tOCOndemnhisinner=Womanshenegro,"hecannothelphatingblackwomenasthe

diametricaloppositeparameterofhisidealself.30

Thissharedobsessionappearsasthecelebrationofmasculinlty･Thereasonthatthetown

ChosenotBrownbutChristmasasascapegoatis,inasense,thatChristmasisanidealfigure

forSouthernwhitemen,Whoadorelawlessviolence･1Ichristmas,termed…nigger,=violated

thestrictesttabooofraplngandkillingawhitewoman･JohnN･DuvallsaysthatGrimm,s

CaStrationofChristmasistofbrce･upOnhimthe.=roleofwoman=andpolntSOutthat…Grimm,s

Outrage andhisexcessively violentresponsecanbereadas aninstanceofhomosexual

Panic:'arguingthat"【t】he`blackblood'thatflowsfromChristmas,shipandloinsis

metaphorica11yandmetonymicallymenstrualblood;Joebleedswherewomen(andonly

WOmen)bleed"andoneoftheGrimm'smenvomittoseethis"repeatsJoe'svomitingupon

learningofmenstruationfromBobbieAllen"(63-64).Duvalliscorrect,butChristmasis

killednotasawomanbutasablackwoman･BecauseChristmasrepresentswhitemales,he

has to be forcedintotheextremeopposite parameteragalnStthem,aS the symbolof

"Womanshenegro."

ThemostobviousreasonfbrthedesireformasculinitylSreJeCtion･Christpasisrqected

bythesociety･32 AnditissamewithrespecttoSoutherners‥theyarereJeCtedbythe

Northerners,thedominantgroupofthecountry･ItisfairlycommonforoppressedpeOpleto

directtheirviolencenotagalnSttheoppressorsbutagalnStthosetheythemselvesoppress･In

Ordertoaffirmthemselves,theSouthernwhitemenoppressblacksandwomen,Weakerthan

theyareintermsofsocietaJpower･Tnsuchacondition,themorethemanisdeniedbythe

SOCiety,themorehecravesthepowersattributedtowhitemalesupremacy･Thisisthecase

OfChristmas.

InhisrelationshipwithJoanna,Chiristmasthinksthat"`itwaslikeIwasthewomanand

Shewastheman'"(235)･Joannaissexuallya"dualpersonality:theonethewomanatfirst

Sight･‥;theotherthemantrainedmusclesandthemantrainedhabitofthinking"(234-35).

Hebecomesenslavedtoher=hard,untearfulandunselfpitylngandalmostmanlikeyielding

Ofthatsurrender:'herresistance"fair,bytherules"and"thenecessitytodespoil【her

Virginity]againthatwhichhehadalreadydespoiled---OrneVerhadandneverwould"(234-35).
Tohim,Joannaisafellowwhite"man=andsexwithherisafighttodefeatandtobe

defta(ed,tOhateandtobehated･対Joanna,however,becomesaftminineperson,andthen

becomesanoppressivelymasculineperson･WhenherftmininltylrOnicallylSreVealedby

hermenopause,Christmasisbotheredbytheideathat=shegottoooldtobeanygoodany
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more:'althoughhepersuadeshimselfthat"itwasnotherfault"(106)･Heisclearlyobsessed

Withyouthfulness,for(hegoodfightshedesiresarepermittedonlytoyoungmen･Inhis

mindJoannadropsoutofeligibilityforthecategoryofft1lowman･Assoonasshelosther

femininlty,Shebecomeslike an old man･Just as McEachern forced himto repeat the

CateChismtomakehimintoahardworkinghonestfarmer,Shetriestoforcehimtokneel

down andprayas wellas togo to ablackcollege and become ablacklawyer･Their

relationshiptxcomessu句ecttotheloglCOftheru1erandtheru1ed,Whiteoverblack･Christmas

atlast"believedwithcalmparadoxthathewasthevolitionlessservantofthefatalityln

Whichhebelievedthathedidnotbelieve=andrepeatshisreasonforkiIlingJoanna‥`All[

wantedwaspeace‥.`Sheoughtnottostartedprayingoverme'"(280,112)･Thefatehe

CannOtaVOidistobeablack,aWOman,adeftatedperSOn.Peacefbrhimisconstantfights

withhisftllowwhitemen.

Christmas,nrStOfal1,neVerCOnSidershimselfblack.Hisconftssionofhisracialambigulty

isalwaysarticulatedfromthe=white=side,aSisshowninhisexpressionssuchas=part-nlgger,"

Or=niggerbloodinme･,,Whenhelived=asmanandwiftwithawomanwhoresembJedan

ebonycarving:'hetriestodispelhiswhitenessinhim(225):

Atnighthewouldlieinbedbesideher,Sleepless,beginnlngtObreathedeepandhard･

Hewoulddoitdeliberately,fteling,eVenWatChing,hiswhitechestarchdeeperand

deeperwithinhisribcage,trylngtObreatheintohimselfthedarkodor,thedarkand

inscrutablethinkingandbeingofnegroes,WitheachsusplrationtrylngtOeXpelfrom

himselfthewhitebloodandthewhitethinkingandbeing.(225-26)

Wecanapplytheabovepassagetoapersonwhoisfully"white"blooded･りBlackness"in

himdoesnotmatteratallhere.

Christmas has=black blood=only at aconceptualleveland no more than that･In

McEachern's,itisameansoflastresorttodestroyhisrelationshipwithhisstepparents,and

thusisapassporttofreedom.34Inmakinguphismindtorunaway,"【h]efeltlikeaneagle:

hard,Sufficient,pOtent,remOrSeless,StrOng…･thoughhedidnotthenknowthat,1ikethe

eagle,hisownneshaswellasal1spacewasstillacage"(160)･Whatchangedthisisthelost
lovewithBobbieA11en･ChristopherA･LaLondeobservesthattherelationshipwithBobbie

SOlicitsChristmasintoa=pervertedpassage,==apassagemarkedbydenial,Violence,and

disintegration:'andthatthe"identltylSCOnStantlyregeneratedbymemoryandactionsthat

reestablishthepatternbegunwithBobbie,,,forthepatternforChristmas‖isself-defining"

(108).InslightmodificationtoLaLonde'sview,WeShouldnotoverlookthefactthatthe

=perVertedpassageHisbroughtbyChristmashimself･Hetriestosharehissweetsecretwith

Bobbietoshowhisdeepftelingofintimacyofher,butoncethevoice"Igotsomenlgger

bloodinme=isintroduced,BobbiefreezesupwiththehorrorwhileChristmasremainsthe
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Same(196).Christmasistooinnocenttothinkthatherdenialisnotaboutsharinghisown

imaglnaryWOrld,butaboutbeingaりnigger,s"lover･Heissatisfiedwithherresolutionthat

"Idontbelieveit''(197).Intermsofbeingblindtoothers'thinking'andhisself-Satisfied

reasonlng,heisnodifferentfromtheotherSouthernwhitemen.Ashisgrandfather'sGodis

hisowncreation,forinstance,Christmas'smeanlngOf"nigger"iscreatedjustforhim･No

matterhowfamiliarthisdefinitionistohim,itisextremelydisturbingtoothers･Yet,Bobbie

actuallydoesnotseemtobelieveit,becausehissecretisbeyondallimaglnation.Whenhe

Strikesdown McEachern,She forthe first time accepts his words to make sense ofthe

Situationbyconnectlngthecrimetotheterm"nigger,"inordertorqecthim.AndChristmas,

beingrqectedbyhislover,forthenrsttimeseeshisdream-1ikeimaglnarydestroyedandhis

SWeetSeCretChangedintosomethingbitter."Blackblood"remainsonlyasaweaponfbrthe

denial,VioIence,anddisintegratipnoftheothersaswe11asofhimself.Onthewaytoget

arresteda魚ersevendaysontherun,herealizesthat"heisstillinsideofthecircle,"thinking,

`"【a]ndyetIhavebeenfurtherinthesesevendaysthaninallthethirtyyears,‥.ButIhave

nevergotoutsidethatcircle.IhaveneverbrokenoutoftherlngOfwhatIhavealreadydone

andcannoteverundo'''(339).Thecircle,fromwhichhedesiredtoescapeinhisboyhood,is

thecageinsideofhimandheistotallyentrappedintoit.

Christmas'svoiceisavoicetyplCalofSouthernwhitemenasspokenfromtheinside･

Thetown'sresponsetoChristmasisavoicespokenfromtheoutside.Frombothinsideand

OutSide,eaChsidecriesoutwiththefearoftheirownideology.Thisanswersthequestionof

WhyChristmas'sliftispresentedintheformofhismemory-narratlng,andwhyitoccupleS

about(WO-thirdsofthenovel,andwhyitisplacedinthemiddleofthetown'snestofrumOrS･

Theresultoftheirrefusa)toseeChristmasasanindividual,duetobeingabsorbedinlabeling

him"nigger:'isthat"they"refusetoheartheirownvoice.Oppressedbytheirownideology,

a11theycandoistokeephurtlngeaChotherwithinit.

III.WomanasaNegativeFigure

FaulknerhasstatedthatLigh(inAugustismainly"thestoryofLenaGrove,"andthatthe

"1ight"ofthetitle,`〕ustthatluminouslambentqualityofanolderlightthanours"connects

With"LenaGrove,Whohadsomethingofthatpaganquality"(University74,199)･Itistrue

thatLena'squality"ofaluminosltyOlderthanourcivilization"1iesthroughoutthenovel,

1ightingupandwrapsaroundthechaptersof"ourcivilization,"West占rncivi1izationbasedon

anideologywhichprivilegeswhitemale,fromthebeginningtotheend(thliversity199)･Is

Lena,then,aCharacterwhoonlynavorsthenovelwithherluminoslty,aSmanyCriticsofthis

novelanalyzeherasanabstraction,enlgmaticfigure,earthgoddess,OrWOnderfu1creatureヂ5

Iratherdisagreewiththem･Lenamayremaininthebackgroundofthenovelbutitisa

backgroundthatilluminatesthelimitationsofSouthernwhitemaleideology,JuStlikethe

polyphonicnarrativestructureofthenovelilluminatesthelimitationsoftheirdiscourse･
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LenacaresaboutneitherthecrimeChristmascommittednorhisraciallabeling,Callinghim

"`theoneinjail,thatMrChristmas'"(409)･Lena'sbaby,fatheredbyBrown,Whomight

Wellhaveblackancestry,aSSneadpolntSOut,might"beanothermulqt(OinalongstrlngOf

uncertainprogeny"(93)･Vieweqinthislight,Lenaismuchmoredangeroustothecommunity

thananyothercharacter･SheisanopposingfbrcetotheideologyofSouthernwhitemales,

butthetownseesherasonlyastrangercomlngandleavlng,COnSideringhernothingserious･

ThetowncannotconceivethatsheisathreatbecauseofitsdichotomousperspeCtive･

ThetownlinksLenawithBrown,WhoisconnectedtoChristmas.Wecanobservethe

town'sarbitraryandbinarywaysofcreatlngdiscourse:aSSOOnaSChristmasiscategorizedas

"nigger,''Brownbecomesinconsequentialtothetown,Whichperftctlyfitswithhisshallow

behavior･TheBrown-Lenarelationship,then,fallsintoastereotypICalstoryofthefrivolous

manandtheabandonedwoman,Whichisthoroughlybanalandboringcomparedtothatofa

"nigger"murdererand a slain white womah･In addition to this,COmmunlty-Centered

perspective,Whichcanonlyseethingsthroughthepast,makesthetownblind.Itwouldnot

COnSiderLenaathreatunlessherracial1yambiguouschildrenrevoltedagalnStthetown,s

Orderinthefuture.

Asamatteroffact,nOneOfthewhitemengraspsLenaasawholeperson･Lenaisca11ed

a"whore"byherbrother,andVernerthinksherpregnancyisbecause"【s]hehasnomother"

(26)･Byron,despiteherpregnancy,fitsherintotheimageofavirgin,Whoneedshisgood

Care･ForBrownsheisnothingbutano叫ecttosatisfyhissexualdesire.Armstidadmires

herbeliefinfami1y,Sayingtohimself,"`sheknowsmorethanevenMartha【Mrs.Armstid】

does･･･abouthowtheLordwiIIseethatwhatisrightwi11getdone'"(25).Hightower

believesthat"ShewiLlhave(Ohave[otherchildren].‥T77atWilLbeherL昨,herdes(iny.

乃egood∫Jocたクe叩Jf〃gi乃わⅥ〃ヴ〟～Joあedfg〃CeわfJJんegoode8rれ♪0∽′力e∫どんど即りわ血∫

WithouthurTyOrhastedescendingmo(heranddaugh(er"(406).Thefurniturerepairerand

dea)erseesinherasturdyandindependentwoman,andmarvels,`"Youcantbeatawoman'"

(506)･EachofthemseesLenapartially,andasaresultLenaisdescribedasakaleidoscopic

WOman･Sincetheydonotneedtoattainanyconsensusonher,unliketheydowithChristmas,

theirdescrlPtlOnOfLenabecomesamerereflectionoftheirimagesofher･

WemaysaythatcriticswhoseeLenaasafigure,SuChasanabstractionoragoddess,

makethesameinterpretation･Theyofcourseexpressherasatotalpersonality,butstill

COnCeiveofLenaasanimageratherthananindividual･Wemaysaythattheytooarecaught

throughreadinglnthesamebinarythinkingofeither/or･TheliftofChristmasis,aSWehave

discussed,aSeriesofcategorizationanditisnarratedinternally,1nthefbrmofChristmas's

memory-narratlng,andexterna11y as the town,s rumors･This double emphasisiseven

StrengthenedbytheproblematizationofthenarrateeinByron-Hightowerdialogue,Hightower,

Whotoowastheo句ectofcategorization.Moreover,peOple亨uChastheHinescouplewho

arecategorizedasoutsiderstalktoHightoweraboutChristmas,andlikeJoanna,Whoisal$0
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theobjectofcategorization,theylnterrelatewithChristmas.Thispracticeofobsessive

CategOrizationwhichinvoIvesconstanttellingandre-tellinginducesthereader,Orthecritic,

toseeLenaasanobjectofcategorizationandtoevaluateherincomparisonwithChristmas.36

Butwhydowesuddenlyneedtocomparethesetwocharactersbasedonthesamekindof

dichotomouscategorization･JuStaSthehystericaltowndoes?Weknowthatsuchcategorization

falselylabeJsacharacterand(riggersatragedysuchasthatwhichhappenedtoChristmas･

Andfurthermore,Weknowthatthetextitselfmakesitclearthatsuchcharacters,viewsare

unreliablethroughtheveryactoftellingandre-telling･

Givenwhatwehavelearnedintermsofmethod,then,howdoweseeLena?Inthefirst

ftwpagesofthenovel,thenarratorglVeSanaCCOuntOftwointerestlngePisodes,Onefrom

Lena'schildhood,andonedescribinghernightfromherbrother,shouse:

Aftershegottobeabiggirlshewouldaskherfathertostopthewagonattheedgeof

townandshewouldgetdown andwalk･Shewouldnottellherfatherwhyshe

Wantedtowalkininsteadofriding･Hethoughtthatitwasbecauseofthesmooth

StreetS,thesidewalks･Butitwasbecauseshebelievedthatthepeoplewhosawher･･

.wouldbelievethatshelivedinthetowntoo.(3-4ヂ7

Thesister-in-1awtoldthebrother[aboutLena'spregnancy]….Hecalledherwhore‥

‥ Twoweekslatersheclimbedagalnthroughthewindow…･Shecouldhave

departedbythedoor,bydaylight･Nobodywouldhavestoppedher･Perhapsshe

knewthat･Butshechosetogobynight,andthroughthewindow.(6)

Fromthesepassages,WeknowthatLenapaysenoughattentiontopubliceyetomake

herselflookgood,eVenthoughonlyshethoughtthisworked･Evenwhenshef]eesinthe

moonlightthroughthewindow,Shecastsherselfasaloosewoman,aPplyingthenormofthe

towntoherself･AtArmstid,sonthewaytoJefftrson,ShehasonJyacupofcoffteanda

pleCeOfcornbreadbecauseshethinksitispolite,=thinkingwithasortofserenepride:`Like

aladyIet･Likealadytravelling'''(26).Lenaistheproducerandtheactressofherown

image･andotherstoheraresubordinatesoraudience,ifnotbackground･

Giventhis,herwayofassociatlngWithpeopleisskillful･Dependingonhowmanlpulable

theyare,ShechangeSherattitude:themostmanageabletoheraremen,andtheleast,WOmen･

KnowlngtheantlPathyofwomentowardher,Sheplacesmenbetweenherselfandthem･For

instance,SheusesArmstidandByronasabarrieragalnStMrs･ArmstidandMrs･Beard･

Whilesheneveranswersmenwhentheyaskinvasivequestionsabouthermaritalstate:8she

notonlyanswersMrs.Armstidbutalsoconftssestoher,"`ltoldyoufalse'"(18).Among

WOmen,SheclearlydistinguishesMrs.ArmstidfromMrs.Beard,COnSideringtheformer

Closertowhatsheconsidersmale,andthuseasiertomanagethanthelatter･Mrs･Armstid,s
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toughnessis･emphasized,inherdescrlptlOnaS=thegraywomanwithacold,harsh,irascible

face,""withasavagescrewofgrayhairatthebaseofherskulland･afacethatmighthave

beencarvedinsandstone"(15,18).Herviewonmenisrathermild,aSSeeninhertoneof

resignation,SuChaswhensheexclaims"`Youmen,'"or`"Youdurnmen'"(16).Onthe

Otherhand,Mrs･Beard,Byron,slandlady,1Samiddleclasswoman,=comfbrtable,M=withred

armsanduntidygrayishhair"(84-85).Sheisplacedintheoppositepositionofmeninthat

SheisanalytlCalandwise,aShernameimplies･AlthoughshelooksatLena=asstrange

WOmenhadbeendoingforfourweeks:'hereyesarenot"exactlycold"but"notwarm"

becausesheunderstandsthewholesituationthatLenaiswiththemannamedBunch,Whois

inlovewithher,andshehasyet"toJindahusbandnamedBurchatthesame(ime"(86).She

knowswhatthedominantideologylS,andhowLenasuavelyutilizesit:

"They'11takeasmuchtimeandtroubleandcountrymoneyastheycancleanlnguP

WhatuswomencouldhavecleaneduplntenminutesSaturdaynight･Forbeingsuch

afool[Christmas】･NotthatJefftrsonwillmisshim.Cantgetalongwithouthim."

(420)

"you[Byron]wouldknowthatwomendontmean､anythingwhentheytalk.It's

menfolksthattaketalkingserious.Itaintanywomanthatbelieveshardaboutyou

andher【Lena]….Aintyouandthatpreacherandeverothermanthatknowabout

her,alreadydoneeverythingfbrherthatshecouldthinktowant?"(419)

Mrs･BeardiswellawareofwhatLenaisdoing.Lena,therefbre,keepsabsolutelyqulet

WhenthelandladyandByrontalkabouther,andsheevenmovestothecabinoftheBurden

house･TosoIveherpredicament,Lenaneedstomakemenfeelthatsheisthevictimofnot

JuStOneirresponsibleman,butallmen,appealingtomen'sunconsciousfeelingofshared

guilt,WithoutthemnoticlngWhatsheisdoing･SheexplainstoHightowerhowMrs･Hines

mistakesherchildforChristmas‥=`Idontliketogetmixedup･AndIamafraidshemight

getmemixedup"'(408).ThisisbecausesheknowsthatHightoweroncedrovehiswiftto

deathforhisirresponsibility･Ontheroad,LenaisqulteStubborn,believlngWhatshewants

tobelieveandignorlngWhatshedoesnotwanttoaccept･Forexample,nOmatterhowoften

andhowhrmlysheistoldthemanworkingattheplanlngmi11isBunch,andnotBurch,She

refusestobelieveshemayhavegottenthenamewrong,andinsiststhatherinterlocutors町e

WrOng･Despltethefactthatpeopleinsinuatethatthemansheislookingforhasrunaway

fromher,Shedoesnotadmititt UponarrivlnginJefftrson,Shepaysabsolutelynoattention

When thewagon driverpolntSOutthefire attheBurden house,insteadfbcuslngOn her

arrival.However,WefindthatsheunderstandsitwellfromherlaterexplanationtoByron,

that"`Wecouldseeitfromthewagon….It'sarightbigfire"'(53)･Conceivingofthemen
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ShemeetsontheroadasmodesoftransportationtoJefftrson,Sheactsthepartofaweak-minded,

abandonedwoman･Atthesametime,SheemphasizesherplightasahlgnOrant,Vulnerable,

andbelievlngWOmaninordertomakethemftelsuperiortoher･Knowlngthatmenpreftr

essentialistideology,LenaoftenrepeatsthehomilythatGodwillseetothat"`afamilyought

toallbetogetherwhenachapcomes,=andpresentsherselfinawaythatagreeswellwith

theiressentialism(21).SheacceptsByron'sliethatBrownisonbusinessforthesheriff,

becauseitisconvenienttoher.ByronalmostbecomesawareofwhatLenaisdoingandtells

Hightower,"`It'slikeshewasintwoparts,andoneofthemknowsthathe[Brown]isa

SCOundrel…･theotherpartbelieves･･･itwasGodthatlooksafterwomen,tOprOteCtthem

frommen,'"butheistooinlovewithhertoexamineherdeeply(302)･

OnceshesettIesherdifficullsituation,L印aShowsthefaceofstrongandindependent

WOman･WhenByrontriestorapeLenaontheroad,Shequletlybutfirmly scoldshim,

`=Why,MrBunch･Aintyouashamed=,andtreatshim"1ikeshewouldthatbabyifithad

beenaboutsixyearsold"(503).WhenByroncomesbackandtellsher,"`IbedogifI'm

goingtoquitnow,'"shesays,"`Aintnobodyneversaidfbryoutoquit"'(506)･Lenaisnot

atallthepassivedullardsheisoftenmadeouttobebycritics･Sheunderstandsthesituation

andplaystheapproprlaterOleofatowngirl,afallenwoman,aladyseekingherloverora

happymother･Itiswhitemaleideologythatismonolithicandlimited:Sheiseitherawhore

OraVlrgln,paSSiveorindependent,CredulousorunbeIievlng,andvulnerableorstubborn･

Butsheisbothandmore,JuStlikeanybodyelse･

GivenallthesepolntS,WemaySeeLenainthefollowlngWay･Becauseofherfertile

bodyandhercredulousness,ShewilIbepregnantagalnandagaln,prObablynotbyaslngle

manbutbyseveralmen･19someofthemmayhaveblackancestrylikeBrown,butitmakes

nodifftrencetoher,becausesheignoresanythingthatmaybetoherdisadvantage･Shewill

notactlikethemotherof=nigger=children,becausesheknowshowtodealwithwhitemen･

theru1inggroupofsociety,Lena,Whoisstilltravelling,1SathreattothefutureoftheSouth

fromthepolntOfviewofwhitemen･Thekeytermhereis=thefutureoftheSouth,"foritis

the mainconcernofthenarrator.

IV.VoiceofLigh(inAugust

WhenwereadthetextthroughtheoptlCOfmiscegenation,Lenaconnectswithallthe

maincharactersinthenovel,andbecomespairedwithothercharacters･40First,Lenais

pairedwithBrown･WeareneverabletodeterminewhetherornotBrownis=black･"But

thereisnoothercharacterinthenovelwhoconnect hisorherpersonalconditionwith

=nigger=than Brown:Whenhetalkstotheforemanofthemill,heuseslanguagelike

`=【s】tartinginatdaylightandslavingaIldaylikeadurnnigger'"(44);Whenhetalkstothe

sheriff,hesays,`=DoyouexpectamandoingtheworkofanlggerSlaveatasawmi11tobe

richenoughtoownawatch?"'(96);andwhenhetalkstoLena,hereferstohimselfas
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`"【s】1avingIikeadurnniggertenhoursaday'"(431).Forwhitemeninthetown,blacksdo

notstandonthesamegroundastheydo,andthusarenottheo句ectofcomparison.Inthis

respect,Browndeviatesfromthemainstreamofwhitemen.Besides,BrbwnsaystoChristmas,

`"You'reanlgger,See?Yousaidyourself.Youtoldme.ButI'mwhite.I'mawh-'"

(104)･Hisdeclaration(hat"Ⅰ'mwhite''isagainsomethingcompletelyunexpectedfromthe

run-Of-the-millwhiteman･Brown,ssaylng,=`Yousaidyourself,,=isasifhewereridiculing

Christmaswhohasearlierunveiledhisidentlty,implyingthatBrownhimselfissaftaslong

ashekeepssilent･

Brown'swhitescarbyhismouth,Whichindicateshisdarkskincolor,COmPletelydrops

OutOftherumor'srepetition-discussionprocess･Those whomLenametonthe way to

Jeffersondonotconnecthiscomplexiontoarace:LenasaidtoByronthingssuchas"`Even

Whentheytoldmethemanth?ymeantWa$n'tdarkcomplec(ed'"(51,myitalics)･Itis

becauseBrownispairedwithLenaandhisimageofwomanizerissodominatlngthatthe

Otherfactorsareneglected.Byron,WhoisinlovewithLena,relatesBrown'swhitescarto

hisattractivenesstowomen,Whichhelacks.HethinksthatBrownhas"analert,Weakly

handsomefacewithasmal1whitescarbesidethemouth,"andtalkstoLena,`"Darkco〝甲Iec(ed;

WOmenfolkscallshimhandsome"'(36,55,myitalics).Byron'sHearer,Hightower,Whose

mainconcernistown'shysteria,SimplyacceptsitasJoeBrown'sidentificationwithLucas

Burch･IntheonlysceneinthenoveIwherethecoupleappearstogether,thereferenceto

Brown,swhitescaroccurstwice:4]

Lenaonthecotwatchedthewhi(escarbesidehismouthvanishcompletely…･She

didnotspeakatall.Shejustlaythere,PrOpplngOnthepillows,WatChinghimwith

hersobereyesinwhichtherewasnothingatall-lOy,SurPrlSe,rePrOaCh,love-While

OVerhisfacepassedshock,aStOnishment,Outrage,andthendownrightterror,eaCh

OnemOCkinginturnatthetelltaleli((lewhLtescar,…･(428-29,myitalics)

ThedoublementioningofthewhitescaridentifiesLucasBurchwithJoeBrown(the

narratoravoidscallinghimneitherBrownnorBurch),butmoreimportantly,itbringsthe

issueofmiscegenationtothesurface･Thefirstthingthewomansaystothemanisaboutthe

productoftheirrelationship,thechild:"【t】henforthefirsttimeshespoke…･`Comeover

here,,shesaid.`Comeon.Iai占tgoingtolethimbiteyou'"(429)･Brown'sambiguous

racialstatusisemphasizedbythefactofthechild'sexistence･

TheLena-BrownrelationshipISPairedwiththeChristmas-Joannarelationshipthrough

thefigu.reofchildren･Lena,then,ispairedwithJoannainthatsheisyoungandftcund,

WhileJoannaisbarrenandinmenopause･BleikastenpolntSOutthatwhenJoannasaysto

Christmas,=`Afullmeasure.EventoabastardnegrochiId･Iwouldliketoseefather'sand

Calvin,sfaces"(266),She"attemptstorevengeherselfuponherfatherandgrandfather,and
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herrevengewouldbecompleteifChristmasmadeherpregnant"Unk322).ForJoanna,

Christmasmustbeblack,nOmatterhowmuchheinsists,"Idontknowit"(254).Joanna's

desiretohavea=nigger"childcorrespondstoLena,sdesiretohaveachiId,Whoeverits

fathermightbe･ItismorepossiblethatamixlngOfraceswillactuallyoccurthroughLena's

OmnivorousacceptanceofanymanthanthroughJoanna,sfantasticandobsessedpursuitofa

"black''man,Whichistosay,Christmas･

InjuxtapositionwithMrs.Hines,Lena'schildisJinkedwithChristmasasifitwerehis

reincarnation:itwasbornrightbefore･Christmaswasmurdered,andMrs･Hinesactually

mistakesitforChristmas,andproceedstomakeupfbrherfailurethirtyyearsbefbre･

ThesefragmentedepisodesconvergeinthelastchapterofLena,strave11ing:nOtinthe

townbutinthemoregeneralspaceoftheSouth.Weshouldremarkthatthenarrative

PerSPeCtiveshiftsfromthenarratortoafurniturerepalreranddealer･Thenarratornow

merelyrelaystothereaderhowthecharacternarrator,atraVellingfurniturerepalrerand

dealer,talkstohiswift,andwhathesays･Thisshiftintheroleofthenarratoritselfshows

thenarratbr'sperspectivetowardLena･AgainithelpsusseethestruCturemOreClearlywhen

WeuSetheoptlCOfpalrS‥thenarratorandByron,tWOmainnarrators,theoneinthetextand

theotheroutofit･JustbeforeByronloseshisnarratlngPOSition,hefacesrealitiesand

COnSequently galnS Self-aWareneSS･Theissue offacing realities and self-aWareneSSis

emphasizedtwicerightbeforethelastchapter(Chapter21):thecaseofByroninchapter18,

andthecaseofHightower'sfailureinchapter20.FromthejuxtapositionoftheseChapters

nexttoeachother,WemayaSSumethatthesameself-aWareneSShappenstothenarrator,

WhennarratlngChristmas,sdeathattheendofchapter19･

AsforByron,WhenLenaglVeSbirth,heisjoltedintorealizlngthatshewasnotaYlrgln

longbeforehemether,andfindshimself"nothinginthisworld"(401)･Intheprocessof

reassesslngreality,Byronlearnsofthenothingnessofothersaswellashisownnothingness‥

"hismindisfilledwithsti11shapeslikediscardedandfragmentarytoysofchiIdhood･･･

-Brown･LenaGrove･Hightower.ByronBunch-al11ikesma1lobjectswhichhadnever
beenalive,Whichhehadplayedwithinchildhoodandthenbrokenandforgot"(439-40)･

Findingthatliftconsistsoftoy-1ikesmallnesses,helosesrespectforothers,hishonestyand

gravitas,andbecomesoneof"them,''ananonymousexchangeableSouthernwhiteman･He

infacthasbecomeasortofevilperSOnaSWeSeeWhenhedoesnotsaygood-bytohisonly

friend,Hightower,andevenattemptstorapeLenaontheroad･Helosesnexibilityand

COmmunicability,and thenloses the position ofcompetent narratorhe formerly held as

SOmeOnein-betweenthetownanditsoutsiders.

ThecompletionofByron'sprocessofrecognltlOnisemphasizedcontrapuntally,fbllowed

bytheincompletionofHightower'sself-aWareneSS.IntheevenlngafterChristmasiskilled,

Hightowersinksintoreverie.A魚erlookingbackathislift,heseeshalosoffaceshehasmet

inhislife,justasByrondid.Buthedoesnotfacethepresent.Hethinksthatheisdyingand
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Shouldpray,･butheneitherdiesnorprays.Afterthefacesareextlnguished,thereappearshis

usualimageofthecavalry,thesymbolofhisobsessionwiththepast･Ifhis･futureisdeath,

deathtooisoverpoweredbythepastheisobsessedwith･

Whatisindicatedhereis【hatweneedtotaketwostepsinordertoreachself-aWarene畠s:

to realize that we are obsessed,and tocutoffthatobsession.While Byron manages to

achievethese steps,Hightowerwasunable toachieve thesecondstepofcuttlngOffthe

Obsessionsandremainsthesame.Outsidetheparametersofthetext,thenarratortakestwo

StepS･BefbrethesceneofChristmas,sdeath,thenarratorprobablyconsidersthatthepolyphonic,

COnditionalandindecisivenarrativewouldpreventthetextfrombecomlngmOnOphonic,

authoritativeanddecisive,Whichistosay,likethecommunlty,sdichotomy-basedideology･

Thenarrator,however,realizesthatthetext,aSWe11asthenarratorisyetdichotomousand

thuslimited:ifitcannotdescribeapersonwhoisneL(herhorlikeChristmas,neithercanit

depictapersonwhoisbo(hlikeLena.Tocutoffsuchanarrative,thenarratorabandonsand

passesthenarratlngPOSitionontoanewnarrator,Whomayprovidethethirdparameterinthe

text･TheshiftofnarratOrSreaffirmsourassumptlOnthatthenarratoraimedtorelativizethe

textandtopre$entittothereader･Thefurniturerepalreranddealerisnotobsessedwith

CategOrizlngpeOple･Heisoptlmisticandholdswiderperspectivethanthe"they"inthe

town,.forhetravelsaIot.Besides,hedoesnotknowthatambiguous-bloodedBrownalso

keepstravelling,anditisnotunlikelythatthiseasy-gOlngmanmighthavemadesomeones

Ofthewomenwhothinkhimhandsomepregnant.HeknowsnothingaboutChristmasexcept

that"theylynchedthatnigger"(497)･

Inthelastchapter,SeXisfbregroundedinthefbrmofpillow-talk･Thefurpiturerepalrer

anddealertellshiswiftaboutByron'sfailuretomakelovetoLena,aPrOCeSSWhichmirrors

thesuccessfu1lovemakingoftheTellerandtheHearer･Thesolidityoftheirmaritalrelationship,

astheyliepeacefullyinbed,afterhavlngSeX,putStheoddnessoftherelationshipofLena

andByronintorelief･Lena,agOOd-lookingcountrygirlistravelingwithanewbornbaby

andaftature)essmanwhoisnotevenafatherofthebaby,andsheisintotalcontrolover

him･Lena,beingneithera■vlrglnnOraWift,isadevi?ntintheSoutherncommunltyWherea

WOmanissupposedtobeeitherthedaughterorthewifeofMr･SO-and-SO,aman'spersonal

property.Sincesheisnolongeravlrgln,Sheissupposedtosettledowninthegeneral

CategOryOfwift･InthisrespeCt,Byrontakesontheroleofmakingherhispossessionfbrthe

OrderofSouthernwhitemen･HetriestodisciplineLenaandworkstoprotecttheSouthern

Order･Atthispolnt,ByronisobsessedwithconquerlngLenatotheextentoftrylngtOrape

herasshownwhenhesays,`"IbedogifI'mgoingtoquitnow'''(506)･Hisfeatureless

appearancechangesfromtransparencyasanarratortobelonglngtOtheanonymltyand

exchangeabilityof=them,,,thetown,sSouthernwhitemen･Thisbleakviolence,however,is

narratedcomicallybytheTe11erin thischapter･He alludestothe factthatLenawill

eventuallyfallintoByron'shands,Saying"`Ithinkshewasjusttravelling…･【S]hehadjust
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madeuphermindtotravelalittlefurtherandseeasmuchasshecould,Sincelreckonshe

khewthatwhenshesettleddownthistime,itwouldlikelybefbrtherestforherlife"'(506).

Here,thecharacternarratorwithagenerouscomicsenseisnexibleFnOughtogranthera

resplte･Heallowsfbrindecisionandprovisionalitylnthatheremainsonlytoimplyher

futuresettlement･thoughemphasizlngthathertravellingisthelastreposebeforeshebecomes

boundbypatriarchalideology･Theftarofmiscegenationnomoreexistsinthischapter,and

al1leftistheadmirationofLenaasarepresentativeofwomen･42

Theshiftofnarrators-fromthenarratortothefurniturerepalreranddealer-prOVides

thenovelwiththeimageofahopefulfuture,Whichiswhatthenarratordesired.However,

thenarrator,sothermainintentionof■Settlngthethirdparameterinthetexthasnotbeen

accomplished･Althoughthefurniturerepalrerholdsawiderperspectivethanthe=they=of

thetown,heisyetaSouthernwhitemanwhoseesLenarefractedthroughhisownimageof

WOmen:herequlreSWOmenb■eeitheroneortheother,WhichinLena,scasecanbenothing

Otherthanbeingawife･Byron,stravelingsymbolizesthestateofthenarrator･Being

Obsessedwi(hpossesslngLenanow,Byronattemptstorapeher,Whichresultsinfai1ure･The

narratortooisattemptlngtOfindawaytorelativizetheSouthinthetext･Thepresentationof

thefurniturerepalreranddealerisaprovisionalmeasureuntilthenarratorfindsandsetsthe

perftctthirdparameterinthetext,prObablyinthenextnovel･Theroleofthethirdparameter,

fbrthemoment,islefttothereader･Therefbre,thereaderinLigh(inAugus(istheultimate

interpreterofthetext,Whoconstructsmeanlngalongwiththenarrator,PreVentlngthetext

fromfallinglntOadichotomousstructureandseelngindividualsnotasneitherhorbutas

bo(handmore･WethereforeconcludethatinLightinAugus(thefurtherthereaderisfrom

theSoutherncommunltyOfthetime,themorethetextisrelativizedandvitalized.

WearenowinapositiontoconsiderthewholestruCtureOfthenovel･LightinAugust

COnSistsofseveralcirclesthatrepresentdifftrentsetsofideologleS･Themostoutercircleis

Lena'sanditenwrapsthecircleofthetown,WhichenwrapsthatofChristmas,themostinner

One･BetweenthecirclesofthetownandLena,thereisthecircleofByron･Theisolated

PerSOnSinthetown,SuChasHightower,Joanna,andtheHines,arealJincludedinthecircle

Ofthetown,forthetowncannotexistwithoutalienatlngapartOfthepopulation･Thefreest

personisLenaandthemostobsessedisChristmas.Thedistancefromthecentercircletothe

Outeralsoindicatesthetemporalposition-fromthepast,tOpreSentandthentothefuture-in

Whichthepersonlives･ChristmasisburdenedwiththehistoryoftheSouthtotheextentof

Self-destruCtion;PeOPleinthetownliveinapresentcontinuousfromthepast,nOttOWardthe

future;Lenalivesthepresentandfuture,forhernewbornbabyaswellasthepossibilityof

beingpregnant･Thefurthertowardstheexteriorthecircleispositioned,themorethe

freedominmentalitylnCreaSeS･

Thesecirclescorrespondtothestructureofthenovel･LightinAugus(StartSandends
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withLena,andthetown'sandChristmas's obsessionsaresandwichedbetween herstories.

Withrespecttospace,thenovelshiftsfromoutsidethecommunltytOtheinside,andinsideto

OutSide.Toputitconcretely,thethematicfocusofthetextstartsfromtheoutside,Whichis

thefieldofLena(Chapterl),andmovestoanin-betweenspace,Whichisrepresentedby

Byron(Chapter2),thentothecommunity(Chapter3and4).AndfollowingChristmas'sstory

(Chapter5(012),itreversesdirection,tOOnCeagaintreatthecommunity(Chapter13to15),

ムndgraduallybacktomixwiththein-betweenspace(Chapter16to20),thentotheoutside

(Chapter21).

Inaddition,thereisapowerbaIanceamongthecircles:theoutercirclesoverpowerthe

innerones･Thetown,forinstance,eliminatesChristmas,andthroughsuchself-COnSeCration,

itisempoweredinthatitbecomesevenmoreshack!edtothepastandmoreclosed･The

CircleofByronalmostdisappearswhenhefacesrealitiesprovokedbyLena･Hetirestocut

intothefuture,thefieldofLena,butheisabsorbedwithinthecircleofthetown,fbrhaving

lostpsychologlCalfreedom.

At the end ofthe novelthere remain two circ)es of Lena and the town,the ancient

luminouslight,andtheWesterncivilization,rePreSentedbytheSouthernwhitemaleideology･

AccordingtothestruCtureOfthenovel,theformerabsorbsthelatter.Lenadoesdeftatthe

townwithoutmakingltnOticed･WhileLenaglVeSbirthtoraciallyambiguouschildren,the

Southernideologycanneverperceiveit.Thenovel'sstruCtureCelebratesthefreedomand

thefuture,nOtthepastandobsession.Italsoapplaudsanindividualwhotriestoaccomplish

Self-realizationinwhateversocietyheorsheisin.

Notes

IstephenM･RosspolntSOutthat=theSouth,soral･traditionexertedaprofoundefftcton

Faulkner'sstory-telling,fromhisadmirationfortheliteraryheritageofTwainandSouth-

WeStHumor,tOhisloveoforatory,tOhisdevelopmentofnarrativetechniquesderived

fromanoralheritage,ssharedhabitsofgossIP,SWappIngyarnS,andtellingandrete11ing

StOriesaboutftllowhumans"(3).

2"They"areoftenreftrredtoas"thetown:'althoughwhen"thetown"isused,itism?re

likelythatitsconsensusissolidified,and=they,=ontheotherhand,theconsensusisstill

inthemaking,With=themMstillassimilatlngWOrd-Of-mOuthinformation･

1whitewomeninthetownareincorporatedintothecategoryof=they=byvirtueofthe

factthattheycomplywiththeideologyof‖them,=thoughwithoutbeingglVenaVOice

themselves.Blackmenandblackwomenareneverincludedinthegroupof=they,Mand

thusareneverglVenVOices,unlessthevoicesareusedtoilluminateHthem"fromthe

background･Thevoicesofblackcharactersandwhitefbmalecharacters,therefbre,are

notdiaIoglCalbutmonologlCal,therebyconveyedtothereaderasstaticobjects･
4The=separatebutequal,,rulingofthePlessyv･Fergusoncasein1896,Whichupheldthe

constitutionalityofsegregationandrigidifiedthe"color-1ine:'wasusedasthelegalbasis



l5.,

forallpublicsegregationintheUnitedStatesuntilitwasoverturnedbytheBrownv･

TopekaBoardofEducationdecisionin1954･ThePlessydecision notonlydefined

American"race"relationsfbrmuchofthetwentiethcentury,butalsoconftrredrealityon

theveryconceptof"race"(M.NellSullivan,499).

5AccordingtoWernerSollors,paSSlng=isusedmostfrequently･･･inthesenseof`crosslng

OVer'thecolorlineintheUnitedSta(esfromtheblack(Othewhiteside"(247).

6ThadiusM･DavispolntSOuttWOreaSOnSfbrthis･Firstisthefluidityofclassmarkersin

the1920s,reSultingfromnewopportunitiesandadvancesineducation,prOftssionalization,

urbanization,andinterracialsocialization,WhichcausedshiftsintheeconomicstruCture

inwhichblackshadbeenconslgnedtothelowestrungsofsociety,eVentuallyexpanding

theblackmiddleclass.Thesecondreasonisthenuctuationofracemarkerswhichwere

Seem tO distinguish blacks from whites,SuCh as manners,habits,CuStOmS,COdes of

COnductandbehavior,andetique(te(Introduction xi).Thosewho"passed"afterthe
decisionofPlessyv･FergusondidsomainlyfbropportunitiesinAmerica,･Whilethoseof

Whopassedbeforeweretoescapefromtheconditionofenslavement.Statisticsonthose

Who"passed"throughoutthe1920sand1930svaryradica11y=fromasmanyas30,000

passersperyear,tOamOreCOnSerVative10,000passersperyear,tOalowof2,500passers

peryear,''althoughthe numbershouldbe muchlargerthaniscommonlysuspected

(Davis,Introductionx)･Thenumberofpeoplewhopasseddeclinedwiththecivilrights

movementofthe1960s.

7Kapfererexpressestherumor,smaking-prOCeSSinaformula‥Rumor=Importancex

Ambigulty,eXplainlngthatHageometricalormultiplicativerelationatworkhere:Were

theeventofnoimportancewhatsoeverortotallydevoidofambigulty,therewouldbeno

rumOr･Theenergybehindthegroup'smobilizationwouldbelacking''(8,51).Because

thenewsofJoanna'smurderisimportantandambiguous,itspreadsquickly:thecrime

OCCurSSaturdaymorn1ng,JuStaftermidnight,andonSundaynightByrontellsHightower

Whathappenedinthetown,includingBrown,sshowlngupOnSaturdaynighl･

8cleanthBrooksarguesthatChristmasisnotlynchedbutratherkilledbyPercyGrimm

"when,duringhistrial,hebreaksawayandtriestoescape"(51).

901gaW･VickerystatesthatDocHines=looksforascapegoatwhowillbeartheguiltand

Punishment･Bycallingherlovera`nlgger,,hecantransformacommonplaceseduction

intothehorrorofmiscegenation"(69).

10severalcriticsassociateLjgh(inAugustwiththeauthor,sshortstory,=DrySeptember,,in

termsoftheSouthernde丘nitionof"1ady"and"nigger.''Forinstance,EricJ.Sundquist

discussesasfollows‥=bymakingJoannaa`nigger-lover,beforemakinghera`nigger's

lover,'Faulknerdeflectedattentionawayfromamoreunsettlingpossibilityhehadalready

exploredin the brilliant story`Dry September'...in which the`rape'ofa white

SouthernSplnSterbyablackmanisclearlysuggestedtobeaproductofherowndiseased

imaglnation･ItmaybethatFaulknerfoundthispossibilitytoodangerOuStOelaboratein

Ligh(irzAugus(andthuscounteredJoanna'sexplicitdesireforviolationwithherNew

Englandabolitionism"(84).

‖Hightowersatisfiesal1thequalificationsfbrtheroleofnarrateethatGeraldPrinceenu-

merates:thenarrattee"constitutesarelaybetweenthenarratorandthereader,hehelps
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establishthenarrativeframework,heservestocharacterizethenarrator,heemphasizes

Certainthemes,hecontributestothedevelopmentoftheplot,hebecomesthespokesman

forthemoralofthework"(23).

]20neofthereasonsByronrespectsHightoweristhathereadsagreatdeal･HisreadinglS

incontrapositionto"their"talking･

13Hightowerwasonlyanuisanceinthecommunlty,forhissermondidnotreallyaddress

"thechurchandthepeople"andheused"religionasthoughitwereadream"(61)･

Christmas,tOO,WaSmerelysomebodydifferentfrom=them,=aforelgner･Thetown

resortstovioIencewhenitsexpectationsarebetrayed:Hightowerdidnotleavethetown

afterreslgnedthechurchbecauseofhiswife,ssuicide;Christmasisdeterminedtobea

"nigger"afterhecommittedacrime･

拍Inthispaper,Iamuslngtheterm,"thethirdparameter:'toreftrtothepolntOfview

Whichcanrelativizethestructurewhichcanonlyactor=read=intermsofaneither/or

CategOrization･Thethirdparameter,therefbre,COmeSOutSideofthestructure･

15Itisdepictedasfbllows:=Andimmediatelythecountrymanwhohaddiscoveredthenre･

‥rememberedthathehadseenamaninthehousewhenhebrokeinthedoor.某whi(e

man?'thesheriffsaid.`Yessir.BlumplngarOundinthehal11ikehehadjustfinished
fallingdownthestairs･TriedtokeepmefromgolnguPStairsatall･Toldmehowhehad

alreadybeenupthereanditwasn,tnobodyupthere･AndwhenIcomebackdown･he

WaSgOne"'(290,myitalics).ByronrelaystheincidenttdHightowerasfollows:`"Itwas

Brown.Butthecountrymandidn'tknowthat.Hejustsaiditwasadrunkmaninthehall

thatlookedlikehehadjustfinishedfallingdownthestairs,andthecountrymansaid
`Yourhouseisanre,mister'beforeherealisedhowdrunkthemanwas.Andhetoldhow

thedrunkmankeptonsaylnghowtherewasn,tnobodyupstairs…･Andbesides,the

manwastoodrunktoknow,anyWay･Andhetoldhowhesuspectedtherewassomething

wrongfromthewaythedrunkmanwastrylngtOkeephimfromgolngupStairs･Sohe

startedupstairs,andthedrunk摩JLowtryingtoholdhimback,andheshovedthedrunk
manawayandwentonupthestairs･Hetoldhowthedrunkmantriedtofb1lowhim･‥

andhe‥.thoughtaboutthedrunk摩Jlow,‥.'"(90-91,myitalics)･
I6somecriticsbelievethatGavinStevensreflectsFaulkner,sownideas.Davis,fbrinstance,

arguesthatHStevens,theorlZlnglSPurelyfantasyandawhimsical,rOmanticfantasyat

that.Yet his theory has been assumed to be Faulkner's own"UVegro168)･Such

argumentisnottothepolntOnlylnthatStevens,stheorylSincludedinfallibleoplnions

ofthetown.

17ThenameofPercyGrimmisnevermentionedinりtheir,,talk,eXCePtWhenthesheriff

jokinglymentionshimtoByron,Whoisleavlngthetown･Thisindicatesthatthetownon

thesurfacetriestohideitsacceptanceofthisracistextremist･

]8AsfortheuseofChrist,Bleikastenclaimsthat"【a]11Christmashasincommonwith

Christarethetria)sofhismartyrdomandtheignominyofhisdeath"(Ink330)･

190neofthecharacteristicsofthetownispast-COnSCious･Thealienatedpersons,SuChas

Joanna,Hightower,andtheHines,areallobsessedtothepast･Byron,locatedinan

in-betweenposition,isamysteryln termSOftimeandspace:WeneVerknowwhat

broughthimtoJeffersonorwhyhedistanceshimselffromothers･Allweknowisthathe
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1ivesthepresent.

2OThismemory-narratlngCOntinuestillChristmaswaIksintoJefftrson,andgradua11yfalls

intothehandsofthenarratorwithChristmasasafocalcharacter,althoughthetoneof

memorynarratorremains.

2]Intermsofmemory-narratlng,itispossibletothinkasfo1lows･Thecommunlty,s

COnSenSuSOnChristmasisthatheisa=nigger･=lfhewereblack,hisvoicewouldbe

reportedtothereaderasamonoIogueorastaticthingaccordingtothebasisofthe

narrativeinthisnovel･ButthenarratorknowsthatChristmas,sraceisambiguous,that

hemightbeawhite･Hisracialambigultymakeshispositioninthetownincalculable,

andthisinvitesthenarratOr's･indecisiveat血ude.Thenarrator,therefbre,1etsnotChristmas

buthismemorynarrate･

22Thisimageissostrongthatmanycri(icsviewhimasanabstractionoranenlgma･Alfred

Kazin's viewofChristmasas=anabstraction seekingtobecome ahumanbeing=is

PrObablymostoftenquoted(252)･Kazinarguesthat"JoeChristmasisthemostsolitary

CharacterinAmericanfiction,themostextremephaseconceivableofAmericanloneliness=

(253)･HughM･RupperSburgarguesthat"【t】heenigmahe[Christmas】represents,like

theemigmaofeveryhumantxing,liesbeyondexplanation･Asthearchetypalindividual-in

COnflictwithhisheritage,nature,time,SOCiety,himselトーheremainsattheendtheselfgame

mysteryheLWaSinthebeginning"(54).Christmas,however,rePreSentSneitherAmerican

lonelinessnoreveryhumanbeing･HeistherepresentativeoftheSouthernWhitemales･

21Aboutchristmas,stragedy,Faulknersaid,"hedidn,tknowwhathewas,andsohewas

nothing･Hedeliberatelyevictedhimselffrom′hehumanracebecausehedidn,tknow

Whichhewas…･hedidn'tknowwha(hewas‥.【w]hichtomeisthemosttragic
COnditionamancould find himselfin-nOttOknowwhatheisandtoknowthathewill

neverknow･‥【T]hepeoplethatdestr6yedhimmaderationalizationsaboutwha(hewas.
Theydecidedwha(hewas.ButChristmashimselfdidn'tknowandheevictedhimself

frommankind'(University72,myitalics).Theauthor'susageofwhatandwhich to

meanthesamethingalsoindicatesthatracialcategorizationisprlOrtOanyOthercategory

intheSouth.

24ThisepisodeisrevealednotbyChristmas,smemoriesbutbyDoc=ines･AsSullivan

SayS,"Christmasrepressedthepainfulmemoryofthisevent"(507).

25InPasslng,tWOtypeSOfpasslngarei11ustratedasDavisindicates‥Clare=crossesoverthe

COlorlinepermanently:'whileIrenecrosses"temporarilyorfromtimetotimefbrsociaJ

COnVenience･"Theformer,therefore,enterSりintothesocialprlVileges,prOteCtions,and

entitlementsofwhitenessinal1facetsoftheirdailyexistence,‖whilethelatter,saimis

"toobtainthegoods,SerVices,OrentertainmentstheywouIdotherwisebedenied"(Intro-

ductionxi)･AlthoughthetypeSaredifftrent,theypasswiththeirownwillsfbropportunities.

26christmasleadshisstreetliftprobablyfrom1914to1929.Passing(1929)andT7ze

AutobiogrqphyqfanEi-ColoredMan(1912)arestoriesofhiscontemporaries,although

themainlocaleisnotsmalltownintheDeepSouthbutlargecitiesortheNorth,SuChas

Chicago,NewYork,ConnecticutorcitiesinFlorida.

27Doc=ines,swatchfulgazeisviolencetoo･ThisoldmanandMcEachernhavemuchin

COmmOn･BothbeJieveinCalvinismintheirownwaysanduseChristmasasatool:for
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Hinestohate,andforMcEacherntoobtaincheapIabor(helooksatChristmasasif"he

might haveexaminedahorse orasecondhand plow,COnVincedbefbrehandthathe

WOuldseeflaws,COnVincedbeforehandthathewouldbuy"whenslgnlngthepromissory

noteintheorphanage)(142)･Theybeattheirwives,(OWhosesuffbringtheyareindifftrent.
Christmaslearnsmentalviolence,Whichistosayhatred,fromDocHinesandphysical

ViolencefromMcEachern.

28philipM･Weinsteinargues,inLigh(inAugus(blackis…notthecolorofaman,sskinbut

insteadamurderously prqJeCtive stateofthe whitemalemind,thatwhichblaststhe

COmmunity'sprecariouschancesfbrmutualacceptanceandpeace"("Marginalia"178)･

29DoreenFowlerpolntSOutthatて･ofal1Faulkn∈r,scharacters,POSSiblynoneismorerelentlessly

COntemPtuOuSOfwomenthanJoeChristmas,"argulngthathis"vehementantlpathyfbr

･WOmenhasdeeplyrepressedpsychiccauses:Whenhelashesoutatthewomenandblacks

OutSideofhim,heseemstobeattemptlngtO-repudi云tethewomanlinessandblackness

withinhim"(146,153).

30InChristmas,aSLeeJenkinspolntSOut,the=splitofgoodJbadselfincorporatesalsothe

dichotomiesofstrengthversusweakness,maleversusftmale,and,intermsofracial

identity,Whitenessversusblackness"(204).

3.InhischaseofChristmas,Grimmsays"`GoodMan,"(462).

32characterswhoareracistandsexistextremistsareallrqectedbythesociety･Notto

mentionHines,Grimmisseentobeworthless,Showlng"noabilitylnSChooI,inwhichhe

hadbeenknownaslazy,reCalcitrant,Withoutambition"untilthenewcivilian-militaryact

Openedhislifeas･araCistextremist(450-51).

ユ1ThisiswhyChristmasbecomesfuriouswhenhefindsthedinnerinthekitchen,Saylng,

"se(jbr(henigger,Forthenigger"(238).Hefbundthathehadfailedtbbelongwiththe

Whitemen,Whoareallowedtohateoneanotheratthesamelevel.

34HethinkstotellMrs･McEachernthatherhusband=hasnursedanlggerbeneathhisown

roof,Withhisownfoodathisowntable''(168).
35suchexamplesareりworldofnaturewithitstotalindifferencetobothmoralandsocial

CategOries"(Vickery80),and"akindofimpersonalisedcatalyticforce,efftctingchange

butitselfunchanging"(MichaelMi11gate125).Weinsteindiscussesthathowfirstsix

pagesofthenovelcompose"alyrlCalcelebrationofLenaGroveasa`wonderful'creature"

("Meditations"86)･BleikastensaysLena"isaveryearthyearthgoddess,"associating

hernamewith"HelenandDiana"("Praise"131).JudithBryantWittenbergarguesthat

"werealizethatsheisIeavlngthecommunltylnthesameimpersonal,enlgmaticwayln

Whichshearrived=andpolntSOutthat=weseeanintrlgulngStruggleonthepartofthe

narratorandcharacterssuchasByronandHightowerbetweenaneffortof`real'Lenain

realistictermsandawishtoregardherasanalmostabstractfbrce"(116)･
36Forinstance,WeinsteincomparesLenawithChristmas,argulngthatinLightinAugust

=themostsolitaryfigureisLenaGrove"and"thereisnoonelikeherinthenovel,"

becauseChristmas"islike McEachern and Hinesin theirunbending misogyny,1ike

Grimminhisimpatiencewithnaturalprocesses,1ikeBurchinhisbeingontherun,1ike

Hightowerin hislatent homosexuality…･Lena,by contrast,islike no oneelse"
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("Meditations''86-88)･Vickerya)socomparesthesetwocharacters,pOintingoutthat

"【t]hesamealmostanonymousfigureswhoattachthelabelofNegrotoChristmasin

OrdertolynchhimalsofbrgetthesocialstlgmaOfLena,spregnancylnOrdertohelpher=

because"whileJoecomesbearlngdeathfbrhimselfandothers,Lenacomesbearlnglift=

(80)･MillgatearguesthatLena"providesasteadyimperturbablegroundnote,anOnWard

linearprogressionthatoffersacontrよsttothedesperatecontortions-mOral,emOtional,

andphysical-Oftheothercharacters"(125).

17waynec･Boothpicksupthissceneasanexampleof=howonecharactermisinterprets

another'sunspokenthoughtsQrmOtives''an,darguesthat"【t】hefhctofthemisinterpretation
issomethingonlytheomniscientnarratorcouldknow,Sinceitismadeupofthefather,s

PrlVatejudgmentandthedaughter'sprlVatemOtive;yetthescenewouldbepolntlessasa

Clue.toLena'scharacterunlessthemi句udgmentweremadecleartous"(172-73)･This
inclplentepisodefbrebodesthatthisnoveliscomposedofamixtureofjudgmentand

ml?judgment,understandingandmisunderstanding,andinterpretationandmisinterpreta-
tion.

38see,forexample,Ligh(inAugust,28,50-5l･

39FaulknersaidhepresentedLenawith…paganquality･･･that,s-thedesireforthatchild,

Shewasneverashamedofthatchildwhetherithadanyfatherornot,"and"shedidn't

especiallyneedanyfatherfbrit….Itwasenoughtohavehadthechild"(Univers
199).

40Thetext血ulti-dimensionallyemphasizesJuXtapOSitionsandpalrlngS･Asfornamesof

Characters,forinstance,theyarepaired:JoeChristmasandJoeBrown,JoeandJoanna,

andBunchandBurch.

ヰ1Besidesthisscene,thenarratordescribesBrownas"atall,1ean,yOungmanindirty

OVeralls,Withadark,Weaklyhandsomefaceandcuriouseye.Besidehismouththere

WaSanarrOWSCaraSWhi(easa(hreadQf甲it(Le"inthedayBrownnndsouttheaffairof
ChristmaswithJoanna,aWhitewoman(273,myitalics).

421fthischapterisnarratedbythenarrator,Whoknowsthepossibilityofmiscegenation,it

WOuldbepessimistically,ifnotpedanticaljy,aSWenndinthedeathsceneofChristmas･
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