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Whendidthehistory ofAmericanliteraturebegin?This questionisstillproblematic,

becausethose
whohighly evaluateaso-Called"Americancanon.''considerthat"onglnal''

Americanliterature was bominthe nineteenth century,While those who disagreewith

CanOnizationofAmericanliteratureinsistthatAmericanliteraturehasalreadybeenproduced

aroundtheendoftheeighteenthcentury.Recentcriticsevenarguethatithadexistedbefore

thePilgnmsarrived,becausetherehadbeenHnativeりAmericanliterature･Indeed,SOlongas

AmericaisacountryofimmlgrantS,itishardtodefinewhat‖orlglnal〃Americanliterature

is.

hsearchof‖AmericanりIiterature,thispaperstudiesearlyAmericansentimentalnovels

PublishedrightaftertheAmericanRevolution･Thepopularityofthesebookswasenormous

becausetheycontainedtheproblemsofcontemporaryAmerica･Tostudytheculturalback-

groundofAmericaatthattime,thispaperalsoexploresPuritanideologywhichstillwidely

remainedinrevolutionaryAmerica･HowthePuritansprohibitedtheworkofimag)nation,

〃fiction,〃becomescluetounderstandwhysentimentalnovelswerenationalfictioninpost-

revolutionaryAmerica･TheaimofthispaperistodefineearlyAmericansentimentalnovels

asりAmericanりnoveleveniftheir丘)rmWaStakenfromEnglishsentimentalnovels･Dueto

Puritamicalviewsofimaglnation,earlyAmericansentimentalnovelsproduced‖American〃

themeandcharactersandcontributedtocreateatraditionofAmericannovels･Thispaper

evinceswhatisanAmericansentimentalnovel,howitisadaptedtoAmericansociety,and

howithasexertedinfluenceuponlaterAmericanliterature･

I.TheRiseofAmericanSentimentalNovel

heighteenth-CenturyEngland,anarrativewhichwasdesignedtoevokethesympathies

Ofthereaderbydemonstratinggreatadherencetomorality,horror,andoverwhelmingemotion,

becameverypopular･Suchanarrative,Calledasentimentalnovel,madeanaPPealtothenew

middleclasswhobelievedhonestexpressionofftelingwasamanifestationofvirtue･Oneof

themainreasonsoftheriseofthesentimentalnovelinEnglandwasanoptimisticoveremphasis

OnthegoodnessofhumanltyaSeXPreSSedthroughsensibility･

SamuelRichardson'spamela,OrthemrtueRewarded(1740),aarissa肋rlowe(1748),

Goldsmith's乃emcarqf勒k所eld(1766),and HenryMackenzie's TheManqfFbeling



卜
(1771)aregoodexamplesofthisgenre.1Thesenovelswereareactionagainstrationalism

andstoicismdeterminedbyorthodoxCalvinistictheology,Whichregardedhumannatureas

depraved･When thesentimentalnovels were broughtinto America,they became very

popular,tOO･AnexaminationoftheloanbookoftheUnion Libraryfrom1762to1774

revealsthepopularltyOfsentimentalfictionsnotonlyinthecltybutalsointheruralareas

(Brown19).Americanwriters,then,tried to create"American"sentimentalnovels,and

鮎allybore丘uit,thoughthestyleandtheslgni丘cancedifferedfrom Englishsentimental

novels.

hAmerica,Sentimentalnovelsnourishedfromtheendoftheeighteenthcenturytothe

middle ofthe nineteenth century･We candivideAmerican sentimentalnovelsinto two

maJOr periods･Novelsincludedin the first period are Wi11iam Hi11Brown,sPower of

Sympathy,Whichhas been acceptedasAmerica】sfirst novel(1789),SusannaRowson,s

αarLotte7セ′叩Ie(1794inAmerica),HannaWebsterFoster,sTheCoquette(1797),Tabitha

GilmanTenney'sFbmaleQuixotism(1801),andRebeccaRush,sKblrqy(1812).Addedto

thecharacteristics ofEnglishsentimentalnovels,theseAmericansentimentalnovels have

SuChcommonfeaturesasayoungnaiveftmale,aSkillfulseducer,aCOnflictbetweenfhther

anddaughter,adultery,pOVerty,Suicide,anddeathinchildbirth･Tnenumberoftheirpublica-

tions was enormous,in splte Oftheir expensive costs･Such characteristic ftatures and

remarkablepopularitywereananswertothecontemporarysocialideology,thatis,Puritanism･

Atthe end ofthe eighteenth century,Puritanicalideology stilldominated thesocial

Opm10n:

[F】ictionintheUnited Statesinthelateeighteenth century was highly suspect.

AmericanreadershadinheritedthePuritanbiasagainstfancifulwntlng,Whetheritbe

PrOSe OrPOetry,aS aruSe emPloyed by the Deviltolure readersintoffivolous or

depraved thoughts･Sincefictionwas thought todistractmen fromGod,struth,it

O鮎nmetwithconsiderableresistance.(Martin3)

ThomasJefftrson,forinstance,SaWinthe‖inordinatepassionprevalentfornovels"anational

menace･㍑whenthispoISOninfectsthemind,,,hewrote,‖itdestroysitstoneandrevoltsit

agalnStWholesomereading…･Theresultisabloatedimag)nation,Sicklyjudgement,and
disgusttowardsalltherealbusinesses

oflife"(Brown4).Readersofnovelswerecalled

"amorousfolliesofromances,"andyounggirls,Whowereregardedas thedominantreaders

Ofsentimentalnovels,WerePnnClpallycensured.TimothyDwight,anOtherdominantfigure

OftheestablishedorderinConnecticut,StateS;"TheReadingofgirlsisregularlylighterthan

thatofboys…･Girlssinkdowntosongs,nOVelsandplays"(Brown4-5).Theserejections

againstfictionweredirectdescendantofPuritanviewsofimaglnation･
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ⅠⅠ･PuritanViewsoflmaglnation

Imaglnation:Theactionofimaglnlng,Orfbr血ngamentalconcept ofwhatisnot

actuallypresenttothesense;theresultofthisprocess,amentalimageoridea(Often
withimplicationthattheconcept10ndoesnotcorrespondtotherealityofthingshence

ffequentlyvain,false,etC.PED)

Accordingtothedefinitionofimag)nation,WemaySaythatthePuritanswerepeopleof

imagination･In hisstudyofa similaritybetweenCotton Mather,s wTitingsand Herman

Melville'snovels,MichaelClarkavers,‖PuritanismclearLyappearsasaparticularturnof

mindratherthanahistoricalfact,aWayOflookingattheworldratherthanawaytheworld

everwas"(63)･ThePuritansinterpretedvisibleincidentsandobjectsaroundthemasevidences

OfGod,sinvisibleandintangibleworld･Everyconcreteincidentaroundthemoccurredin

OrdertoshowGod'sinvisibleandintangibleexistence.Forcontemporaryreaders,thisactof
interpretationappearstobetheirimaglnationorfancy･

Forinstance,‖byGod,sgoodprovidence,りsaidWilliamBradford,thePilgnmsovercame

theseverestorm andfinally reached CapeCod･Inretrospect,hiswritingseemstobea

Symbolicrecordofimaglnativeexperience,nOtafactualrepresentationofevents･Hechanged

everyhistoricalincidentintoarecordofProvidentialoccurrences･RogerB･Stein,inhis

StudyonPuritanimaglnation,definesEdwardJohnson,s乃e仲b′1der-I物rkingProvide′lCeaS

㍑adramaticreconstruCtionoftheexternalandpresentationh)madivineperspective,りwhich

"obliteratesthedistinctionbetweentheactualvoyageandthespiritualone"(24-25).

JolmWinthrop,inhisjournal,alsoderivedreligiousmeanlngWhenaserpentappeared

duringhissermon:

Thisbeingsoremarkable,andnothingfa11ingoutbutbydivineprovidence･Itisout

Ofdoubt,theLorddiscoveredsomewhatofhismindinit･Theserpentisthedevil;

thesynod,therepresentativeofthechurchesofChristinNewEngland･Thedevil

hadformerlyandlatelyattemptedtheirdisturbanceanddissolution;buttheirfhithin

theseedofthewomanovercamehimandcruShedhishead.(347-48)

InretrospeCt,Winthrop,sinterpretationseemstobemerefancy･Whatheconceivedwas

neitherahistoricalevent,nOranaCtOfanallegoricalimaglnation,butwasanexperiencethat

united theobjectivityofhistorywiththe meaningfu1nessofScripture.Inasmuchasthe

Puritansfollowedtypology,aSenSeOfpre-destination,theybelievedthattheinvisible/intangible

Wbrld ofScripturewas orlglnalandreal,Whiletheirsecularworldwasitspr(刀eCtionand

丘ction･Consequently,Puritanimaglnationwasonthebasisofthisreversalofviewabout

realityandfiction(ascomparedwithourpoint ofview).ForPuritans,theirinterpretation
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WaSafactwhichwaspredestinedbyGod,andanevidencewhichcouldonIybeseenwith

Hbodilyeyes,りtheeyesofhumanbutglorified･

JolmOwen,aPuritandivine,andIncreaseMatherdefine‖bodilyeyes〃respeCtivelyas

fbllows:

Therewi11beuseherein,Ofourbodi少qyes,aSShallbedeclared.ForJobsays,inour

FJedshallseeourRedeemer,andourり′eSShallbeholdhim･Thatourcorporeal

SenSeShallnotberestoreduntous,andthatglorifiedabovewhatwecanconceive,

butforthisgreatuseoftheeternalbeholdingofChristandhisGlory･Untowhomis

itnotamatterofr可Oicing,thatwiththesameり′eSWherewiththeyseethetokensand

SlgnSOfhimintheSacramentoftheSupper,theysha11beholdhimselfimmediately,

inhisownPerSOn･(Owen73,italicsaremine)

OneReasonwhyBelieversshallhaveBodib,Eyesrestoredtothematthehtterday

is,thatsotheymaybeholdtheGloryoftheGodmanJesusChrist.(Mather121,

italicsaremine)

Althoughtheirwritingshavebeenatargetofcontemporarycriticism,2theconceptofHbodily

eyes"denotesPuritanbelief･InhisstudyoneschatologlCalthemesinthePuritanliterature

aJldgravestoneart,DavidH･WattersanalyzesOwen,sideaof川bodilyeyes"asfbllows:

The slgnificanceofOwen'streatiseliesinitsformofChristianhumanities,forthe

highestcommunionpossiblewithGodisachievedwiththeaidofhumanSenSeS‥.

Owenbelievesthatthesupematuralsensesworkthroughratherthanbypasshuman

SenSe･(33)

AsthePuritansbelievedtoHsenseけtheinvisibleGodasavisibleexistence,theydistinguished

theirvisiontobemorethanmereenthusiasmorimaglnation･Besides,theywereadvocated

tomeditateonmentalpicturesdrawnffomScripture･

WhiletheybelievedtheirvisionofGod,theywereprohibitedfromrhaking physical

imagesofGod･ImagesofChrist,Maryandthesaintsweree班caciousforinstruCtingthe

lgnOrant,Whilethe educatedresponded directlytotheWordofGod･Thus,from1540to

1660,theiconoclastdestroyedroodscreens,altars,1COnS,Wholechurchesandgraveswithin

andwithoutthechurch･ItwasduetotheirbeliefthatthepowerofidoIstopo11utepeople,

especia11ya ftarofsexualpollution bygorglngthesensewithidoIs,drawn fromvarious

bibliG11textssuchasEzekiel16:17:"Thoughhastalsotakenthyfairjewelsofmygoldand

Ofmysilver,WhichIhadgiventhee,andmadesttothyselfimagesofmen,anddidstcommit

Whoredomwiththem"(Watters13).ThePuritanftarofidolatrywasintimatelyconnected
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withtheirrejectionofCatholicfuneralritualsandtraditionsofcorhmemorationofthedead.3

III･VisibilityIninvisibility,InvisiblityinVisibility

AnothertheologlCalreason forthe prohibitionsagalnStidolatry came from anidea of

‖invisiblechurchりwhichorlglna11ydominatedPuritanism･EdmundS･Morgandepictsthis

ideaasfollows:

hanswtrtotheDbnatistsSt.Augustinedevelopedthetheoryofthechurchwhich

WaStOguideorthodoxChristianthoughtohthesu叫ect.Therewere,aCCOrdingto
Augustine,tWOthufches.One was pure,butinvisible;itincluded every person

living,dead,OryettObeborn,WhomGodhadpredestinedfbrsalvation･Theother

WaSVisiblebutnotentirelypure;itincludedonlylivingpersonswhoprofessed to

believeinChristianity.(2-3)

Althoughthe Puritans calledfor theinvisible church,theirsaints had to be visibleand

Phys■icallyexisting･Theproofofthevisiblesaintswastheirnarrativesofreligiousexperiences
(MorganlO4)･Here,WeCanSurmisethatthePuritansoriginallyhad contradictoryvaluesin

theirbelief;invisiblechurch/Godandvisiblesaints･Thiscontradictoryconceptofinvisibili-

ty/visibilyledthemtosuchextremesas占creenlngOfchurchmembership,witchtrialsand

anti-theatricallegislation.ThePuritanswereconnictedintheirbelief,Sincetheirboundaries

betweeninvisible/visible,truth/imaglnationweresu叫ectiveandvague.Screenlngthcvisiblc

Saints,mOreSpeCifically,ShowsusthatthemorethePuritanslookedforanoqectiveparadigm,

themoretheybecamedependentronsubjectivedecisions.

hhisfamouswriting,乃e仲bndersqfthelnvisibleI物rld,CottonMatherstatedthatthe

Puritanshadtobecautiousofevilinftction,becauseNewEnglandhadbeenalandofSatan･

Readinghisaccount ofthewitchcrafttrialsheldinSalemin1692,OneCannOtbutwonder

howthePuritansdistinguished㍑evidence"丘om以imaglnation/fancy･"Inthetrials,themaglS-

tratesweretryingtoestablish㍑evidenceりthattheaccusedwomenhadpledgedthemselvesto

thedevil･Astheyneededsome㍑spectralevidence〃whichwasregarded
asthe fbrm of

SPirits,aSOreWaSOftenusedasavisibleproof.Asfarastheywerecohcerned,aSOreWaSa

"visible"evidenceoftheworkof"invisible"evilspirits.Inretrospect,thisjudgementseemed

tobemadeonthebasisoftheiranalogicalprqjectionandimaglnation,Whichwasfbrgedby
theirownwilltoseeevil.

Theiranalogyofphysicalsymptomtotheworkofevi1spiritsappearstobejustthesame

asthatofnaturalincidentstotheworkofGod'sprovidence.T6contemporaryreaders,both

Ofthemwerelinkedbytheirimaglnation･The Puritansbelieved,neVertheless,thatevil

WOuldbebroughtbyone,simaglnation･Theythustriedtoavoidhavingfanciesbybarmlng

theater･The most signlficant among these acts ofanti-theatricallegislationwere those
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andNewHampshirein1762(Davis19).Themain reasonforthePuritan'santi-theatrical

legislationwas,Ofcourse,OWlngtOPuritanicalpnncipleofmorality,COmmOndecencyand

Self-reStraint(Davis18)･However,their ftar of creating"spectralvision"was another

reasonfbrit,justlikeAnneHutchinson'sspeechesweresuspectedbecausehcr"revelation"
hadacruCialmeanlngfortheirbelief･4

Al1theaboveconceptsmanifesthowpowerfulthePuritansbelievedthefacultyofhuman

Visualization･Theyhighly evaluated theirpowertosee,butatthesametime,they were

afraidofcreating(whattheythought)"falseimages"byseeing.Incontemporaryusage,itis
hardtodistinguish‖falsenimagefromりtrue"one,becauseasfarassomethingis‖image,〃it

CarmOt be true/real(0りjectivelyverified)･For the
Puritans,nOnetheless,the purer they

became,theclearertheycouldseeinvisibleGod,smessage･AsIhavealreadymentioned,

CVCn SuCh a"glorified Puritan"asIncrease Mathcr confused"witchcraft"with"Puritan

deity･〃AmKibbeystudiesthisconfusionasfo1lows:

Matherhadcouectednarrativesfromhisfellowcoloniststodemonstratethatdesplte

theIndianwarsandlossofthecolony,sorlglnalcharter,thedeityhadconsistently

Slngled out NewEnglanders for specialbenevolence･However,thiscollectionof

"remarkableand verymemorable events"inNew Englandincludednotonlythe

narrativesofprovidence,butalsonumerousaccountsofsorcery,apParitions,demonic

POSSeSSion,maglCandwitchcraft-manyOfthemculledffomEnglishco11ections･In

Short,Matherincludedeveryformofsupernaturalpowerheknewof,gOOdorevil,

andinexplicablyofferedthemallunderonecoverasthe‖illustriousprovidences〃of

thePuritandeity.(127)

NotonlyhcreaseMather,butalsomanyPuritansbegantoJumbleasimilaritybetwee

divineandoccultpower･Accordingly,theirconceptofdivinepowerdevelopedinpartby

appropriatingthepowersattributedtosorcerersandwitchesinpre-RefirmationEurope(Kibbey

127)･AsbothofthePuritandeityandthewitchwerebornofimaginationandofwi11tosee

invisible world,there wasa startling resemblancebetween them･Whatdetermined the

distinctionbetweenthem?Gender?Toputthisbigissueaside,Puritandetestationofwhat

theycalled‖imaglnation〃andHfancy〃wasstillinefftctandinactionevenintherevolutionary

era･Jefferson,sandDwight,sargumentsforfiction,Whicharementionedearlier,aregOOd

andtypICalexamplesofPuritanicalideology･How,then,COuldthesentimentalnovelsbe

POPularundersuchcircumstances?

Ⅳ･HowEarlyAnericanSentimentalNovelsObtained"Americanness"
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Writers ofearlyAmericansentimentalnovels tried toseek theirown way tosurvive･

TTleir efforts,in the end,gaVe earlyAmerican sentimentalnovels remarkable characters

WhichdifftrffomEnglishsentimentalnovels.With aviewtogettinganadmissionofthe

Public,theauthorsofearlyAmericansentimentalnovels鮎stinsistedthatthetaleswerenot

fiction,butbasedontruth,Which"function[ed]mostobviouslytodefendagainstthemoralist's

COnVentionalaccusation thatthenovelasagenreglamorizedseduction"(Chemiavsky26).
Tothechargethatnovelswerelies,theauthorsansweredwithりTalesFoundeduponTruth,,,

HFoundedonIncidentsinRealLifeH orりBasedupon Recent Facts･〃In her preface to

Cnarlotte Tb′叩LちRowsonclaimedshehadthestory以byanoldladywhohadpersonally

kn0wnCharlotte"andtherewassomereasontobelieveareLativeofMrs.Rowson,s,Colonel

JolmMontresor,aCtua11ywastheoriginalofMontraville(XLIX).Needlesstosay,thisclaim

toafactismerelya"丘ction."

Suchclaimsofauthenticitywerefrequentlymadeonthetitlepagesandre-enfbrcedinthe

prefacesandadvertisementsofmanyearlynovelswithaviewtoparrylngthecurrentprejudicc

against"丘ction"as"fiction."This reveals that theAmericans(the descendants ofthe

Puritans)stillhadproblemswith fact/fiction,reality/imagination.Theirhighrespectfor

"fact/truth,''was,ironically,based on their fbhdness fbr"fiction,"and so theAmerican

Sentimentalnovelsbecameenormouslypopular･

Thesecondway tocounteractthisbiasagalnStfiction,aSWellastojustifythesocial

utilityoffiction,WaStOinsistonthedidacticpotentialofthesentimentalnovels,eSpeCially

foryoungwomen･Forinstance,乃ePowerqfSympathywasaddressedto"theyoungladies

OfUnitedColumbiaりonthededicationpageofthefirsteditionin1789･Theimpliedreaders

OfearlyAmericansentimentalnovelswerethusHyoung,White,OfgoodNewEnglandstock,

andfbrthemostpartunmarried''(Davidsonl12).Theimmoralityofftmininecharactersin

Sentimentalnovelswhowererepresentedinhistoricalnarrativesefftctivelyfrightenedyoung

WOmenandkeptthem&omimitatingimmoralheroines(Cherniavsky27).

Thewritersalsodaredtocondemntheevilworkof"fancy,''"imagination"aJld"丘ction"

intheir"fictions,"whichwonsympathyofthosewhobelievedPuritanicalviewsofimaglnation.

Theheroines aredestined toruininthe sentimentalnovels,fbrthey rqiect"reality"and
indulgein‖fancy･けInFoster,s TheCoquette,atragedyofaheroinenamedElizastarts

Whensherejects"amanofrealandsubstantialmerit"(107italicsaremine),inspiteofher

Shrewd餌end'swords,"yOurJbnqwillmisleadyou"(124).Elizaanswerstothefriend:

"Myreasonandjudgemententirelycoincidewithyouropinion;butmyjbnqclaimssome

Shareinthedecision…･Mysangulneimagmation paints,inalluringcolors,thecharmsof

youthandfreedom"(125-6italicsaremine).In乃ePowerqf'sy"athy,Mr･Holmes,anOld

father,denouncesbooksasdeception:"【Ⅰ]nbookswritteninaneaSynOWingstyle,Which

excelindescriptionanddleLuxurianceqfjbncy,theimaginationisapttogetheated‥･【A

younglady]iseasilydeceived[byfiction]"(22-23italicsaremine)･Bycriticizingtheevil



l35
WOrkof"fancy,""imaglnation"and"丘ction"intheir"fictions,"theauthorsofearlyAmerican

Sentimentalnovelsgainedpopularityamongwiderrangeofgenerations･5

SuchdevicesasinsistingonatrueStOryandonadidacticpurpose,Whichwereintentionally

Cra鮎dbyauthors,arereaSOnSfbrthepopularity ofthesentimentalnovelat thatperiod･

Nonetheless,thereare moreindispenSablereasonswhy sentimentalnovelscould dominate

earlyAmericanliteratureandraisethesympathyofpeopleatthattime･

V･EarlyAmericanSentimentalNovelsasPrdectionofAnxietyintheNewNation

WhensentimentalnovelsrepresentedaparticularlyAmericanform,thenewnationwas

Changlngandgrowlngatan unPreCedentedrate.Eventhoughoverseventy-fivepercentof

thewhite populationwasEnglish,Scotch,OrIrishinongln,andmostwere Protestant,the

COmmunity did not ftelhomogeneous or stable.This m句0rity was highly mobile and

Various,made upofrecentimmlgrantS,anditwas constantly blendedwithothergroups･

Addedtothisdiverseanddisorientedpopulation,aneWgOVemmentWhichwastrylngtOgaln

SuPPOrtandcontrol,andallfbundationswhichwereleftbehind,fearsofchaos,rOOtlessness,

andabandonmentdominated(Forcey226).FormostearlyAmericans,thepassagefromthe

OldWorldtotheNewhadbroughtonmanychangestowhichtheywer$Strugglingtoadapt･

Theyhad a senseofhomelessness,alienation,andisolation,Whichりwas exaggerated by

nostalgicidealizationofasupposedlystable,COmmunual,andcooperativecqlonialorEuropean

PaSt"(Forcey226),afterthey"haddeniedtoomanyfatherstosurviveexceptasthefatherless

man‥･Thefhtherlandabandoned,thePoperqected,thebishopsdenied,thFkingoverthrown,,

(Fiedler78).

Therefore,thehardshipsofsentimentalh訂Oinesmovlngffomtheoldworldtothenew,

byrqectingherhome,herfhther,swi11,becameaparableofearlyAmericancitizens･As

mentionedabove,Sentimentalnovelswereoftendedi･catedtoyoungwomen,buttheywere

nottheonlyreadersofthesenovels."Mostpotentialreaders,thoughseemlnglyleastlikely

toidentifywithsentimentalnovels,battlescarredoldsoldiers,jadedprostitutes,SOPhisticated

SOCiety matrons,SuCCeSSfulmerchants,Or ambitious youngentrepreneurs〃hadalsobeen

afftctedbythepervasivesenseof"homelessness''(Forcey220).Thus,itisnotexaggerating
to saythat asentimentalnovelbecameanationalfictionbothinitspopularity andinits

tbeme.6

AstheearlyAmericanswereinthemidst ofblendingwiththeoutsideoftheirgroups,

daughters'mamages became acentralissue fbrtheiridentity.Thesentimentalheroine's

marriage(Orbearingachild)withothergroupsrepresentstheirownanxiety･NancyAmstrong,
inherstudyofAmericansentimentalism,StateS:

Whenevermarnageoutsideagroupthreatensthatgroup,stiestothecountryofits

Origin,daughterstendtobeproblematic.ThereisnoquestionthatNorthAmerica
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PrOVidedsuchasituation･Englishpeoplehadtodevelopnewcourtshippracticesand

mamagerulesifthey were golng tO remain English on thisside of the Atlantic.

Beinglnthecolonieskeptthemfrommarrylnginthesameplaceandwithinthesame

group astheir parents had,butsinceonly birthguaranteedthecbntinulty Ofthe

EnglishfamilybackinEngland,anyOtherbasisfbrconstitutingahouseholdnecessarily

Calledinto thequestiontheEnglishidentityofthosewho had tolivebymodified

Culturalrules.(10)

FocuslngOntheroleofamamagebothasaprotect■ionandadestruCtionofident)ty,Armstrong

goes ontoanalyze the symbolicrelationship betweenfathersand daughters appeanng m

MaryRowlandson'snarrativeandsentimentalnovels:

The miraculous return ofRowlandson's daughterisnecessary to ensure that she

remainsherfather,s･Accordingtothenarrativetradition,itmakesallthedifference

thatheneverbuysherbackfromtheIndians;ifsheistrulyhis,thenheistheonly

Oneentitledtoofftrherinexchange･Theexclusivenatureofthepatriarchalprerogative

iswhatma水esitpossiblefbrEnglishnesstodescendfromhimtoherandthroughher

intothe fami1y ofanotherEnglishman,thereby preservlng the Englishness ofthe

COlonialcommunlty･WhenanoりjectconspICuOuSlyremovedorsomehowmanages

toremoveitselffromsuchasystemofexchange,aCCOrdingtoanthropologistAnnette

Weiner,itoperatesasthespecialkindoffttishsheca11san㍑inalienablepossession･〃

ThiskindofdbjectisもovaluabletotheidentltyOfthegroupthatitcanneitherbe

takennortradedawaywithoutthreatenlngthatgroup,sidentity.Daughterswhoare

thusinvestedwiththepowerofculturebearersdie(Oftenwillfully)whentheyleave

thefamily･Thuswemay血dthemreturn1ngthrough deathtotheirfathers,homes,

asRichardson'saarissadoes,Orelserebomthroughtheirdaughters,aSinthecase

OfCharlotteTtmple･Inbothnovels,thedaughterultimatelyprovestobethetrueOne

Whenshecannotliveoutsidethefamily.(11)

AlthoughAmerican(CanOnical)literaturetendstobedefinedastheliteratureof"American

Adam,りandoftherelationshipbetweenHfatherandson,りorlglnSOfAmcricannovelsare

basedontheproblemof山fatheranddaughter･けInthecolonialperiod,adaughterwasa

Symbolofloveandatthesametime,ftarofafather,becauseofherpotentialtobearnew

generationbothofidenticalrace,butofalien(bymiscegenation).Sheis,inotherwords,a

COntradictoryfigurewhocanatthesametimeinheritanddestroytheidentltyOftherace･ln

thisway,earlysentimentalnovelsreflectedtheinevitableconflictoftheageandtheybecame

VeryPOpularamongpeoplelivinginAmerica,sfirstrevolutionaryperiod･
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TTleSeCOnd climacticperiod ofsentimentalnovelsappearedaroundAmerica,s second

revolutionaryperiod.HarrietBeacherStowe'sthlCleTbm'sCbbin(1852),SusanWarner's
mde mde仲brld(1852),andI.ouisa MayAIcott'sLittle勒mell(1868)areexamplesof
Americansentimentalnovelsattheirbest･Thethemeofthissecondgenerationisneither

Seduction noradultery,butitis stillconcernedwith apatternOfsexualrelationships,the

PrOperrOles of male andfemale･At that period,the politicalpower()fPuritanism and

Calvinist dogma had already declined,and the socialcontent ofmillenarianism exerted

influenceupon a11kinds ofevangelicalwrltlngS,includingthese sentimentalnovels･The

generalchargeagalnStthesesentimentalfictions,thattheyaredivorcedfromactualhuman

experience,mightcomefromtheirrelig10uSViewoftheworld.Althoughsentimentalnovels

areca11eddomesticnovels,theyrenectthesociety･thlCleTbm,sCαbi,l,forinstance,greatly

influencedthenation:HTheenterprlSeOfsentimentalfictionisanythingbutdomestic…･Its

mission,Onthe contrary,is globalanditsinterestsidenticalwiththeinterestsoftheraceり

(Tompkins146).

Sentimentalnovelsseemedto fade away from themainstream ofAmericanliterature,

Partlybecausetheirnarrativecouldnolongermirrorcomplicatedproblemsofthetwentieth

Century･However,theyhelpedtocreatea丘ctionalstereotypeofAmericanwomen･Charlotte

Templeinparticularhasbecome an archetypeofmanymomentous heroinesinAmerican

literature,andherinfluenceremainsinsuchnovelsasHawthorne,s The ScarletLetter,and

TheBlithedaleRomancq Crane's肋ggiちJames'sThePortraitqFaLa4y,andHemingwqy与

APbrewellk)Arms･Charlotteandthoseheroines=mayhavebeennaiveandindiscreetbut

Certainlynotsinful...alloftheseheroinesaresocialoutcastsasaresultoftheirunconventional

behavior"(Martin7)･SolongasAmericaisacountrywhichisconsistentlybearingproblems

Ofidentity,rOOtS,andraces,SuChconflictsinthethemeofAmericansentimentalnovelsas

COnflictingwithauthorityandsearching foridentlty CanneVer bevanish丘omAmerican

literature.7

Notes

IIn771eEarb)AmericanNbveLLillieDemlngLosheclearlydepictstheidiosyncrasiesof
Englishsentimentalnovelsasfo1lows:

Thefavoritelngredientsofthesetalesarealovelyandgiftedheroine,adevotedwife

andmotherwithabrutalandvicioushusband,OraVainandnegligentmother,Whose

kindandpiousspouseexplreSearlyinthefirstvoIumeleavlnghisdaughterwithout

aprotector,aheartlessrelativeorguardian,Preferablyanaunt,aCOnfidentwhois

usually,aS One Ofthcm describes herself,"a SPrightly toad,"a virtuous hero,a

designlngVillain,OneOrtWOfaithfulretainers.Manyofthesetalescanbereduced

tothe trials ofa helpless maiden,COnSeqUentuPOnill-treatment by an unfeeling

relative･(5)



Tanabe:TheAncestorandDescendantofEar)yAmericanSentimenla)Nove]s

20weniscensuredforhisimaglnativewr)tlngWhichis"jumblingmetaphors,andAllegories,

andTypes,andFigures,altogetherandprovlngOnethingfromanotherinamostwonderful

manner."(Lowance14)

3hqPb,mOuthPlantation,Wi11iamBradbrdelucidatesthisrejection:

WhatthoughhewantedtherichesaJldpleasuresoftheworldinlife,andpompous

monumentsathisfuneral?Yet"thememorialofthejustshallbeblessed,Whenthe

nameofthewickedshallnot"(withtheirmarblemonuments).Proverbs,X.7.(360)
4Herfb1lowlngStateSmentmightbecruCialtothePuritans:=Bythevoiveof=isownSPirit

tomysoul‥.theLordshowedmewhathewoulddoforme….fkdidLetmesee."

(qtd･inHeimertandDelbanco160italicsaremine)
50fcourse,WeCanalsoconceive=subversive"messagesffom Foster,sand Brown,s

depictions･SeeCathyN.Davidson,RevolutionaTldthe7穐rd:TheRiseqftheNbvelin

｣椚eric(‡.

6hherRomancesqftheRqpubLic,ShirleySamuelsexploresthe
corTelationbetween

AmericanpoliticsintherevolutionaryperiodandearlyAmericansentimentalnovels･

7Notonlyitstheme,butitslanguagemightbehelpfu1toelucidate"Americanness"ofthe

Americansentimentalnovel.InSymbolismandAmericanLitera(ure,CharlesFeidelson

exploresPuritannarrativeastheorlglnOfthesymbolisminAmericanliterarytradition･I

WOuldliketo su叫Ointhesymbolism appearedinsentimentalnovelstothistradition.

TheirabundantuseofsymboIsandmetaphors`≠ith[their]queerleapfromhctasfactto

factasmeaning"(Feidelson77)is,Ofcourse,adirectdescendantofPuritan丘gurative
language.
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